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THE SHELL GAME — TIME FOR NJ LEADERS TO STEP UP
The Atlantic City casino operators are masters of the old shell game.
Once again they have bamboozled the governor and some of the legislators with their appeals for protectionism
and then they hedge their bets by building and expanding in the surrounding states.
Why is New Jersey playing the patsy?
The signs are everywhere but New Jersey’s leadership does not want to see them.
The casino operators in Atlantic City continue to look in other directions while blocking a great opportunity for
gaming at the Meadowlands.
Harrah’s, which already operates a casino at the racetrack in Chester, PA, was reported to be investing in a casino project in South Philadelphia, the proposed Foxwoods Casino.
Both Chester and the new project represent closer and more direct threats to the viability of Atlantic City, whose
casinos are experiencing double-digit dips in business, than a gaming facility at the Meadowlands.
While New Jersey fiddles, the wagering dollars are flowing across the border to Delaware, Pennsylvania and New
York.
This clearly does not impact the casino owners in the same way it does the state treasury. They merely build
their own competition in other states.
In gambling terms, they are doubling down and making sure they benefit from the gaming opportunities no matter where they are. Meanwhile, the loser in all this is New Jersey.
The residents of the state of New Jersey who could be benefiting from $1 billion a year in tax relief from the anticipated income of slots at the Meadowlands, but the South Jersey powerbase is the tail wagging this dog.
The time is now for New Jersey’s leadership to reject the stranglehold of a handful of casino owners and do what
is best for the entire state.
[This is an op-ed submitted by SBOANJ President Tom Luchento. It was adapted by the Asbury Park Press as an
editorial on October 29, 2010. It appeared as a Letter to the Editor in the Star-Ledger on November 2, 2010].

SBOANJ BOARD REORGANIZES AFTER MEMBERSHIP MEETING
The Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey’s Board of Directors re-elected Tom Luchento as president and reorganized after its annual membership meeting on Friday, October 29, 2010 at
Freehold Raceway.
The meeting was held in conjunction with the USTA’s District 12 meeting. The USTA meeting focused on
votes for rule changes while each of the SBOANJ committee chairs made reports. .
Luchento’s slate of officers remained unchanged with Ed Razzetti as first vice president, Alfred Ochsner Jr.
as second vice president, Mark Ford as third vice president, Dennis Lane as treasurer and Anthony Romano
as secretary.
Elections were uncontested in 2010. Also remaining on the board as directors are Robert Baggitt Sr.,
Robert Boni, Dr. Stephen P. Dey III, Kelvin Harrison, Jacqueline Ingrassia, Dr. Richard Meirs, Mark Mullen,
Anthony Perretti and Paul Wojtowicz.
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gaming, virtual racing and, most importantly, a
change in the Off Track Wagering legislation to
allow us to take an equity position to facilitate
a quicker build out of OTWs and, in turn, fund
purses.

New Jersey horsemen have much to be thankful for on Thanksgiving Day 2010. But to continue to enjoy this bounty in 2011, we need
help from the legislature and each of you!
We are locked in a battle with the decision
makers in New Jersey who want us to relinquish the Meadowlands and move our meet to
Monmouth Park.

When you see the 2011 racing dates issued,
keep in mind that they will reflect the legislated requirements of 168 at Freehold and
141 at the Meadowlands. However, we have
on the table the concept of 100 dates at the
Meadowlands [dark in late August, September
and until mid-October] and 100 dates at Freehold [dark in June, July and August], scheduled
on weekends and holidays with maximized racing opportunities.

We have determined to stand strong and not
accept a proposal to race standardbreds along
with thoroughbreds at Monmouth Park. We
feel this is a maneuver to carve us out of the
gaming future of the Meadowlands.
We need to stick our toes in and resist this
pressure. To do so, we need the support of
horsemen no matter what purse levels are offered at the Meadowlands. We should know
our fate as far as purses before Thanksgiving.

This schedule will also provide for year round
racing in New Jersey but will require changes in
the legislation.
We need your patience as well as your support
to succeed. Please make sure the entry box is
full and make it possible for the Meadowlands
to present world class racing.

We have been meeting in Trenton two to three
times a week and have the support of many
legislators on both sides of the aisle, including
the leadership, but the Governor has refused to
dip into the state treasury to help us.

Even if all you can contribute is the price of a
turkey dinner, it will help ensure that we have
much to be thankful for in the years to come.

We are seeking transitional assistance until we
can implement a variety of tools that could be
available to us – exchange betting, internet
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HALF OF 2010 BREEDERS CROWN WINNERS WERE NJ-SIRED
A son and a daughter of Rocknroll Hanover captured the
three-year-old pacing divisions of the Breeders Crown and
were among the six New Jersey-sired winners who claimed
half of the 12 events on Saturday, October 9, 2010 at Mohegan Sun at Pocono Downs in Wilkes-Barre, PA.
Rock N Roll Heaven, driven by Daniel Dube and trained by
Bruce Saunders, was a five and a half-length winner in the
$500,000 Breeders Crown Three-Year-Old Colt Pace in
1:49, tossing in a stunning three-quarter time of 1:19.4.
The victory pushed the earnings for the son of Rocknroll
Hanover – Artistic Vision, owned by Frank Bellino, to
$2,066,403 lifetime with 15 wins, six seconds and two
thirds from 25 career starts.
Put On A Show was a half-length winner in the $500,000
Breeders Crown Three-Year-Old Filly Pace, finishing a half –
length ahead of Rock N Soul.
Tim Tetrick was at the lines as the daughter of Rocknroll
Hanover- Stienam’s Place stopped the clock in 1:50.1 and
became the richest pacing filly of all time with $1,822,040.
She has 19 wins and three seconds in 23 career starts,
including victories in 12 of 14 starts this year.
―This race was especially important to win,‖ trainer Chris
Ryder said. ―It’s a great statistic [to be the highest moneyearning pacing filly] that we will always be proud of.‖
Richard and Joanne Young of Coconut Creek, FL and Craig
Henderson of Chicago, IL are the co-owners.
New Jersey-based Western Ideal also claimed a Crown with
Big Jim, who is out of Bold Pink, in the Two-Year-Old Colt
Pace which went for $600,000.
Big Jim, driven by Phil Hudon and trained by James Dean,
was a length and three-quarter winner over the Cam’s Card
Shark colt Shadyshark Hanover in 1:50.4, a fifth of a second off the world record.
The $35,000 yearling purchase has won five of nine starts
and banked nearly $475,000 for owner James Carr.
The ―Jersey Boys‖ dominated the trotting divisions winning
the three-year-old, two-year-old and open events.
Break The Bank K, driven by Brian Sears and trained by
Trond Smedshammer, was a length and three-quarter win-

ner in the $600,000 Three-Year-Old Colt Trot.
The son of Revenue trotted a five-eighths track world record
time of 1:52.2.
He took advantage of the duel between favorite Lucky
Chucky by Windsong’s Legacy, who finished third, and
Hambletonian winner Muscle Massive, a son of Muscles
Yankee, who broke stride.
―Well I knew this would be the race, and it worked out it
was the perfect trip that we needed,‖ Sears said. ―He has
been getting sharper every week and he was very sharp
scoring.‖
Robert Key of Leechburg, PA is the owner-breeder of the
son of Swedish-born Revenue.
The colt has lifetime earnings of $898,983, finishing in-themoney in 18 of 29 starts.
Manofmanymissions by Yankee Glide accomplished his
mission by winning the $600,000 Two-Year-Old Colt Trot by
a head over Pastor Stephen in a world record 1:53.2.
Trained by Erv Miller, Manofmanymissions was driven to
victory by Andy Miller.
―He’s an immature colt but he has a ton of ability and with
one more year under his belt he is going to be a great threeyear-old,‖ said Erv Miller.
Mystical Marker Farms of Dyer, IN, Mario Biasuzzi Stable of
Ft. Pierce, FL and John Carver of Rapids City, IL own the
freshman colt who has three wins in five starts and earnings of $388,750.
In the $600,000 Open Trot, Enough Talk, began the New
Jersey sweep of male trotting events in the second race on
the card with a three and a half-length victory in 1:52.
Ron Pierce, who picked up his 21st Breeders Crown victory,
was in the sulky for the Peter Kleinhans-trained seven-yearold son of Enjoy Lavec.
Kleinhans indicated that Enough Talk, who had battled both
foot problems and sickness in recent months, will be back
to race at age eight.
Enough Talk, owned by P. Kleinhans Racing of Flemington,
NJ and Jerry Silva of Long Beach, NY, has added $594,875
in 2010 for a career bankroll of $1,767,505.

TrotPAC Still Needs Your Help
The future of racing in New Jersey is going to depend on the future of gaming at our racetracks. Without the addition of income from slots, sports betting and other forms of gaming,
New Jersey’s preeminence in the world of harness racing is in jeopardy.
We still need your financial support of TrotPAC, the New Jersey standardbred horse industry’s
political action committee.
Send checks for TrotPAC to: 64 Business Route 33, Manalapan NJ 07726.
Election laws require occupation & employer info. Maximum per person donation to a PAC is
$7,200. Visit www.trotpac.com for more information.
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SMITH, DANCER & FUTURITY WINNERS IN THE SPOTLIGHT
Three stakes in September at Freehold Raceway put the spotlight on New Jersey-sired trotters — the $80,000 Charles I Smith for
three-year-olds, the $61,000 Harold Dancer for two-year-olds and the $59,000 Marion Dancer for two-year-old fillies.
All three events are sponsored by the Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey.
Flex The Muscle extended his winning streak to four and posted a stakes record in the $80,000 Charles I. Smith Final on Friday,
September 10, 2010.
Driver David Miller moved Flex The Muscle quickly to the lead,
held it at every call, and they drew off to a four and three-quarter
length victory over Flashback [by Classic Photo] and Jetblue Volo
[by Yankee Glide].
Flex The Muscle, a son of Muscles Yankee, trotted the mile in
1:55.4, erasing the previous record of 1:57 established in 2007
by Princetonian.
He races for Schnittker and his partners, Jerry Silva of Long
Beach, NY and Arden Homestead Stable of Delhi, NY.
Chapter Seven extended his unbeaten streak to five and posted
Flex The Muscle
a stakes record time in the $61,000 Harold Dancer Trot on
Thursday, September 16, 2010
The son of Windsong’s Legacy remained flawless, as he drew
away to a four-length victory in a time of 1:59 flat, chipping a
fifth of a second off of Keystone Savage’s 1:59.1 clocking in the
2005 Harold Dancer.
Chapter Seven, driven by Jeff Gregory and trained by Linda Toscano, competes for Richard Gutnick of Blue Bell, PA and Gary
Cocco of Eddystone, PA.
Finishing second was Musclelaneous, by Muscles Yankee. It
was 16 lengths to Vindicate by Windsong’s Legacy, in third.
Tight Pants coasted to a two and three-quarter length victory,
capturing the $59,000 Marion Dancer Trot in 2:02 flat on
Chapter Seven
Wednesday, September 15, 2010 at Freehold Raceway.
The Muscles Yankee filly was virtually unchallenged in picking up
her second straight victory.
Andy Miller drove Tight Pants who is trained by Nifty Norman
and races in the name of Mel Hartman of Ottawa, Ontario; Herb
Liverman of Miami Beach, FL and David McDuffee of Delray
Beach, FL. McDuffee and Liverman bred the filly.
Finishing second in the non-wagering event was Don’t Cry Lindy
by Chocolatier with four lengths back to What’s Your Name, a
Muscles Yankee filly, in third.
This year the Harold Dancer Filly Trot, was renamed in memory
of Dancer’s wife, Marion. The stakes record for the Marion
Dancer since it moved to Freehold in 2000 is 1:59 flat set by
Tight Pants
Lovely in 2005.
Tight Pants was back in the winner’s circle in one of two New Jersey Futurity divisions for two-year-olds contested at Freehold. The
Muscles Yankee filly prevailed in the $50,000 open trot on Thursday, October 7.
David Miller was at the lines as Tight Pants scored a length and three-quarter victory over Taya’s Photo and Chapter Seven in 2:00.
It was her fifth win in the midst of a six-race winning streak that began on September 1, including a victory in a division of the Bluegrass, and came to an end on October 21 when she finished third at Lexington’s Red Mile.
In the $60,000 open pace, the victory went to Rockin Hanover by Rocknroll Hanover on Saturday, October 2.
Andy Miller guided the Erv Miller-trainee to length and a quarter victory over Gritty Millie Boy and Quiet Hero in 1:57.2. Arockin
Hanover is owned by John Carver of Rapids City, IL, Greg Gillis of Edmonton, Alberta and Gerry Munroe of Kitchener, Ontario.
In the three-year-old divisions, Tobago Cays, driven by Cat Manzi and trained by Jeff Webster, won the $50,000 pace by four and a
half lengths over BJ’s Bequia in 1:53.1 on October 2. The son of Rocknroll Hanover—Bunny Lake has finished in-the-money in 12 of
32 starts and $208,441 for Brian Nixon of Centerport, NY.
In the $40,000 trotting race, Classic Alana, a daughter of Classic Photo, was a five and a half-length winner over Reviewer in 1:59
on October 1.
Andy Miller drove the Erv Miller-trainee for owner-breeder Harvey Eisman of Flint, MI, finishing first or second in seven of 13 starts
for earnings of $39,750 in 2010. She was unraced at two.

PACESETTER

SBOANJ.COM

4

November/December 2010

NEW JERSEY SIRE STAKES FINALS FOR 3YOS AT FREEHOLD
Flex The Muscle held on for a length and a half victory in the $100,000
New Jersey Sire Stakes Final for three-year-old trotting colts and geldings,
giving David Miller one of his six winners on the August 27, 2010 program
at Freehold Raceway.
The son of Muscles Yankee trotted the mile in 1:56.2. Take My Picture by
Classic Photo was second, and it was three lengths back to Peace Bridge,
also by Classic Photo, in third.
Flex The Muscle set the New Jersey Sire Stakes record for three-year-old
trotting colts and gelding at Freehold with his 1:56 clocking in the opening
round on August 13.

Flex The Muscle
The Ray Schnittker
trainee is owned by Schnittker, Jerry Silva of Long Beach, NY and Arden
Homestead Stable of Delhi, NY.
Ticket To Rock by Rocknroll Hanover extended her winning streak to four
when she coasted to a four and three-quarter length victory in the
$100,000 New Jersey Sire Stakes Final for three-year-old pacing fillies, the
ninth race on Saturday, August 28, 2010.

Ticket To Rock

Ticket To Rock’s mile time of 1:52.3 set a Freehold track record for threeyear-old pacing fillies, eclipsing the 1:52.4 clocking of Showherthemoney
set in 2009.

Ticket To Rock, driven by David Miller and trained by Casie Coleman, is owned by the Jack Darling Stables LTD of Cambridge, Ontario.
Finishing second was Rockn Highland by Rocknroll Hanover
with seven and a half lengths back to By Your Side by Western
Ideal in third.
Shoobee’s Place by Artsplace scored a nose victory over Detail
Man to claim the $100,000 New Jersey Sire Stakes Final for
three-year-old pacing colts and geldings on September 18.
Driven by David Miller and trained by Nifty Norman, Shoobee’s
Place paced the mile in 1:54.1., battling back from sixth place
at the top of the stretch. He races for owner-breeder David
McDuffee of Delray Beach, FL.

Shoobee’s Place

Betting favorite Valentino by Rocknroll Hanover broke at the start but rallied for third, finishing a head back.
Glide Power nipped Bar Slide by a neck in the $100,000 New Jersey Sire Stakes Final for three-year-old trotting fillies on
September 16, completing a sweep of New Jersey Sire Stakes Finals
this year.
The daughter of Yankee Glide also won the $200,000 New Jersey
Sire Stakes Final at the Meadowlands on June 12.
Glide Power, driven by Brian Sears and trained by Jan Johnson, trotted the mile in 1:56.2, tossing in a 29-second final quarter.
She was a $25,000 Lexington Selected Yearling Sale purchase for
Arden Homestead Stable of Delhi, NY and Diamond Creek Farm LLC
of Paris, KY.
Bar Slide, also by Yankee Glide, was second best while it was six and
three-quarter lengths to Jettalady by Muscles Yankee in third.

Glide Power

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2010 SCHEDULE
November 25

Office Closed for Thanksgiving

December 6

Board of Directors Meeting

November 30

Insurance Meeting

Dec 24 & 31

Office—Pre Christmas/New Year’s Half Days

December 28

Insurance Meeting

Happy Holidays!
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NEW JERSEY SIRE STAKES FINALS FOR 2YOS AT FREEHOLD
Pilgrims Truffles, a daughter of Chocolatier, captured the $100,000 New Jersey Sire Stakes Final for two-year-old trotting fillies on Wednesday, September 1, 2010 at Freehold Raceway.
Jim Meittinis drove the Scott Andrews trainee as she trotted the
winning mile in 2:00.2, finishing a length and a half ahead of
Caitir by Classic Photo in second and What’s Your Name by Muscles Yankee in third.
Pilgrims Truffles races for Rodney Andrews, Edward Andrews,
Pinstripe Stables and Damian Meola.
Pilgrims Truffles

Chapter Seven extended his winning streak to four with a 10length victory in the $100,000 New Jersey Sire Stakes Final for
two-year-old trotting colts on Friday, September 3, 2010.

His 1:57.2 mile set a stakes record, eclipsing the 1:57.3 mark
established by The Chancellor in 2008.
Chapter Seven, a son of WIndsong’s Legacy – La Riviera Lindy by
Dream Vacation, was driven to victory by Jeff Gregory.
The Linda Toscano-trainee is owned by Richard Gutnick of Blue
Bell, PA and Gary Cocco of Eddystone, PA.
Winuendo, also by Windsong’s Legacy, was second. It was another three quarters of a length back to Musclelaneous by Muscles Yankee in third.
Western Ideal sired a pair of championship winners on Saturday,
September 25, 2010.

Chapter Seven

I Kill Time established a 1:54.3 stakes record for two-year-old pacing fillies
to win her $100,000 New Jersey Sire Stakes Final.
I Kill Time, with Yannick Gingras driving, got by the pace-setting Rocknroll
Hanover filly Myluvmylife for the victory. Rock N Load was third.
Trained by Paul Reid, I Kill Time races for Seize The Day Industries of Boca
Raton, FL.
Her 1:54.3 clocking erased the previous mark of 1:54.4 by Coochie Mama
in 2002.
Four races later on
the Freehold program
Foreclosure N won the $100,000 New Jersey Sire Stakes Final for
two-year-old pacing colts and geldings.
I Kill Time

Foreclosure N, driven by Tim Tetrick and trained by Mark Steacy,
was a one-length winner over Rock To Glory and Top Doc. He
paced the mile in 1:54.3.
He is owned by R. Peter Heffering of Port Perry, Ontario.
Foreclosure N

MEADOWLANDS RESCHEDULES FALL LC FINALS TO NOVEMBER 20
The Meadowlands moved the date of the finals for its six
late closing series this fall to Saturday, November 20,
2010.

Five of the six events are for pacers, including a pair of
two-year-old stakes – the No No Yankee for colts and
geldings and the Savilla Lobell for fillies.

This is a week later than originally advertised to avoid a
conflict with the Harrisburg Yearling Sales.

The Escort for colts and geldings and the Stienam’s
Place for fillies are for three-year-old pacers while the
Willow Wiper is for four-year-old pacers.

The 17-date, weekend-only fall meet opened on October
23, 2010 and continues through December 18.
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three-year-old colts and geldings.
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The fall was a busy time for hearings — three Summits on Gaming called by the Democratic leadership in the
state legislature and a Symposium on Racing held at Perretti Farms that was organized by the Monmouth
County Republicans and had bipartisan participation. At the third and final Summit on September 29, 2010 at
Monmouth Park [above] those testifying included [left to right] Anthony Perretti of Perretti Farms, Ed Wengryn
from the New Jersey Farm Bureau, hay farmer Ryck Suydam, SBOANJ President Tom Luchento, horse breeder
Mike Gulotta and Thoroughbred Breeders Association President Tom Swales. Details on the hearings are available on sboanj.com.

