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THREE NEW STALLIONS TO STAND 
IN NEW JERSEY 2020
New Jersey’s resurgent racing and breeding 
programs got another boost this fall with the 
news that three of harness racing’s top stallions 
--- pacers American History and Bettor’s Wish 
as well as trotter Six Pack --- will stand in the 
Garden State beginning in 2020.
 
That trio joins a group that already included 
pacers Great Vintage, Lazarus N, Lis Mara, 
Nutcracker Sweet, and Sunfire Blue Chip and 
trotters Muscle Hill, Tactical Landing, Trixton, 
and Walner.

 

Bettor’s Wish, who led the sport in earnings 
in 2019 with $1.64 million, was the top-ranked 
male pacer in the Hambletonian Society/
Breeders Crown poll. The 3-year-old had 13 
wins and six second-place finishes in 19 races, 
with his victories including Carl Milstein Me-
morial, Art Rooney Pace, Matron Stakes, and a 
division of the Tattersalls Pace. He finished the 
campaign with a second against older horses in 
the TVG Series Open Pace championship.
 
In addition to standing at Walnridge Equine 
Clinic in Cream Ridge, the son of Bettor’s De-
light-Lifetime Star will remain in training and 
compete next season at age 4.
 
Six Pack, a 4-year-old by Muscle Mass out of 
Pleasing Lady, won 19 of 35 career races and 
$1.93 million in purses. He was a Dan Patch 
Award winner at age 3, when he became the 
fastest sophomore trotter in history with a time 
of 1:49.1 in winning the Kentucky Futurity. 
This season, he became the fastest 4-year-old 
male trotter with a 1:49.2 victory in the Alle-
rage Open Trot.
 
No other trotter in history has recorded sub-
1:50 wins in multiple years. He closed his 

career with a track-record 1:50 victory in 
the TVG Series Open Trot championship last 
month at The Meadowlands. The performance 
gave Six Pack an unmatched four lifetime wins 
of 1:50 or faster.

 
In addition to the TVG, Kentucky Futurity and 
Allerage, Six Pack’s career wins included the 
Yonkers Trot, a Matron, a division of the Stan-
ley Dancer, a New York Sire Stakes champion-
ship, and Empire Breeders Classic.
 
He will stand at Deo Volente Farms in Flem-
ington.
 

Four-year-old American History was the 
2019 Breeders Crown Open Pace champion 
and finished his career with earnings of $1.08 
million. His other victories this year included 
the Bobby Quillen Memorial in one of the fast-
est miles in the history of Harrington Raceway 
and a 1:49.3 triumph at Yonkers Raceway that 
equaled the all-age track record.
 
At age 3, American History’s wins included 
a division of the Tattersalls Pace and a 1:47 
score at The Meadowlands that put him tied for 
third-fastest sophomore pacer in history.
 
American History, by American Ideal out of 
Perfect Touch, will stand at Deo Volente Farms.

Photo Credit Mike Lizzie

Photo Credit Mark Hall

Photo Credit Mark Hall
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SBOANJ’S ANNUAL MEETING AT 
FREEHOLD RACEWAY
The Standardbred Breeders and Owners Association of New 
Jersey’s annual board of director’s meeting and election was 
held on Friday (Nov 15) at Freehold Raceway. The board 
would like to thank all those who attended and their input.

The committee summary reports were given by the board 
of directors.  Tom Pontone reported that the Pension Funds 
continue to benefit from the change of investment managers.  

Both the Pension Fund and In-
surance Fund have a positive 
gain of over 10%.  Mark Ford 
reported that racing days in 
New Jersey are still in nego-
tiations however, he is hope-
ful that 2020 race dates will 
be similar or better than 2019 
dates.  Al Ochsner reported 
that the Benevolent Fund con-
tinues to assist many members 
and horsemen with special 
needs and health issues.  Mike 

Klau reported that breeding in New Jersey is on the rise and 
is projecting that 1,000 mares will be bred in 2020, the most 
since 2008.

Insurance committee chairman Anthony Romano announced 
that there should not be any changes to the current insurance 
program or increased premiums for 2020. However, cover-
age and benefits will be reviewed to keep up with rising pre-
scription costs. Anthony Perretti expressed the importance 
of maintaining the relationships that TrotPAC has built with 
legislators that helped passed the appropriations bill.  Per-

retti stated that “now is a crucial time for our industry we 
must stay proactive with legislators to continue to receive 
the appropriations that we were awarded.”

The board of directors election results were announced; Mike 
Klau and Mark Mullen were each re-elected in the breeder 
category as they ran unopposed.

Anthony Perretti and Anthony Romano were each re-elected 
in the owner category.

Yannick Gingras ran unopposed in the driver/trainer catego-
ry and will remain on the board.  

The SBOANJ would like to thank all members who ran and 
voted in this year’s election.  It is important to have members 
involved in all aspects of our business but especially in the 
election process to be able to maintain a board of directors 
who are active in the business. 

EVIDENT BEAUTY NAMED NJSS 
AND SBOA HORSE OF THE YEAR
Evident Beauty has been selected as the New Jersey Sire Stakes’ 
and SBOA Horse of the Year for 2019.

The award, which is voted annually by the New Jersey Sire Stakes 
Board of Trustees, is based solely on performances in races for 
New Jersey-sired horses, including NJSS-sponsored races and 
other major stakes for NJ-sired or bred horses.

Evident Beauty, by Trixton out of the Explosive Matter mare 
Struck By Lindy, swept the preliminary legs and final of her di-

vision at The Meadowlands. A winner of $532,734 in 2019, the 
3-year-old filly trotter won nine of her 17 starts this year. Reg-
ular driver David Miller handled Evident Beauty in all her races 
this season.

With a record of 1:52.3 which she took in winning the Premier 
Division final at The Meadowlands, she was also victorious in 
open company with wins in a $124,000 Del Miller division at The 
Meadowlands, the $282,000 Elegantimage at Woodbine Mohawk 
Park, and the $135,000 Moni Maker at Hoosier Park.

Evident Beauty is owned by Melvin Hartman, Little E LLC and 
R A W Equine. Richard “Nifty” Norman trained the filly that was 
bred by White Birch Farm of Allentown, N.J.

Evident Beauty’s connections will be honored at the 63rd annual 
Breeder Awards Luncheon on Jan. 26, 2020 at the Hilton Gar-
dens Inn in Hamilton, N.J.
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ORDER BY STABLE 2019 BREEDER 
OF THE YEAR

The Breeders Committee of the Standard-
bred Breeders and Owners Association of 
New Jersey has selected Stefan Balazsi’s 
Order By Stable as the 2019 New Jersey 
Standardbred Breeder of the Year.

Stefan Balazsi will be among the honorees 
at the 63rd annual Breeders Awards Lun-

cheon on January 26, 2020, at the Hilton Gardens Inn in Ham-
ilton, NJ. 

Stefan Balazsi started his breeding career in Sweden with just a 
handful of broodmares, he has since expanded his operation to 
Concord Stud Farm in Cream Ridge, New Jersey.  He currently 
has 30 broodmares at Concord Stud Farm and had a stand out 

year at the 2019 Harrisburg Sale.

Order By Stable bred three of the top four sellers on the open-
ing day of the Standardbred Horse sale this year.  His Muscle 
Hill trotting filly Gangsta Rat out of Order By Wish sold for 
$550,000.  The price surpassed last year’s sale topper Fifty Cent 
Piece, which Stefan also bred, and is the second-highest auction 
price ever for a yearling filly trotter.  The second best-seller on 
day one was trotting colt Take This Society for $475,000 and the 
fourth was trotting colt Spy Booth for $460,000.

Stefan Balazsi was humbled by the Breeder of the year award 
and credits much of his breeding success to Concord Stud Farm 
and the trainers that purchase the yearlings and turn them into 
champion racehorses.

ANOTHER RECORD YEAR FOR THE 
STANDARDBRED HORSE SALE
For the second year in a row, it was a record year for the Stan-
dardbred Horse Sale.
 
The three-day yearling portion of the sale concluded Wednesday 
at the Pennsylvania State Farm Show Complex, where a total 

of 833 horses sold for a record 
average of $48,903. The pre-
vious best average was set last 
year, at $42,675 for 830 horses. 
This year’s average represented a 
14.5-percent increase.
 
In addition, this year’s gross of 
$40.73 million was nearly 15 per-
cent better than last year’s $35.42 
million. The only other time the 
gross exceeded $40 million came 
in 2007, when 1,048 horses sold 
for $42.78 million.
 

“It was a great sale,” Standardbred Horse Sale President and CEO 
Pete Spears said. “I think the sale was strong throughout, all the 
way to the end. There was a great reception for the top sires and 
many, many top-selling horses. We’re very happy.”
 
Last year, two yearlings reached six figures on Day 3 of the sale. 
This year, the total was five.
 
Pacing colt Keystone Catalyst was Wednesday’s top seller, pur-
chased for $120,000 by Myron Bell as agent. The colt, by Betting 
Line out of Keystone Caitlyn, is a three-quarter brother to 2018 
Ontario Sire Stakes champion Keystone Concrete. The family 
also includes Keystone Havoc, the dam of millionaire Keystone 
Horatio and grandam of millionaire Bedroomconfessions. Key-
stone Catalyst was consigned by Vieux Carre Farms for Max J. 
Hempt.
 
Next on the list was Twin B Edge, a pacing colt by Betting Line 
out of Twin B Exquisite. He was purchased for $110,000 by Casie 

Coleman. The colt, from a family of strong Ontario Sire Stakes 
performers, was consigned and bred by Twinbrook Limited.
 
Three horses sold for $100,000.
 
Trotting colt Swingforthefences, by Swan For All out of 
stakes-winner Sunday Yankee, was purchased by Mel Hartman as 
agent. He is a half-brother to stakes-winner Miss Sue V, who in 
addition to her victories in North America later picked up wins 
in Europe. He was consigned and bred by Concord Stud Farm.
 
Vali Hanover, a trotting colt by Chapter Seven out of Vanity Trea-
sure, was purchased by Jim Glass as agent. His family includes 
stakes-winner Fad Finance. The colt was consigned and bred by 
Hanover Shoe Farms.
 
Trotting filly Flawless Country, by Southwind Frank out of Aleah 
Hanover, sold to Ake Svanstedt. She is from the family of 2018 
Yonkers International Trot champion Cruzado Dela Noche, who 
also counts the Copenhagen Cup among his victories in Europe. 
She was consigned by Spring Haven Farm and bred by Christian 
Stoltzfus.
 
A total of 374 trotters sold for $20.52 million, with the money 
divided nearly evenly between colts and fillies. The fillies aver-
aged $55,297 for 182 and the colts averaged $54,469 for 192.
 
Muscle Hill was the top trotting stallion with an average of 
$153,323 for 31 horses. Father Patrick was second with an aver-
age of $109,667 for 24 horses.
 
A total of 459 pacers sold for $20.21 million. Colts averaged 
$49,943 for 229 and the fillies averaged $38,161 for 230.
 
Somebeachsomewhere was the top pacing sire with an average 
of $97,860 for 43 horses. Captaintreacherous was second with 
an average of $54,295 for 44 horses. First-crop sire Betting Line 
averaged $52,561 for 66 horses.

Pacing colt Keystone Catalyst was 
Wednesday’s top seller, purchased 
for $120,000 by Myron Bell as 
agent. Chris Tully photo



LUCIUS VORENUS WINS SBOANJ 
RACES AT FREEHOLD

SBOANJ RACE WINNERS

Ever since coming to Freehold Raceway, Lucius Vorenus has ex-
celled over the half-mile oval. He continued his winning ways on 
Friday (November 15), as he took the final of the Standardbred 
Breeders’ and Owner’s Association of New Jersey trotting series.

Sent off as the even-money favorite, he was put right on the 
lead by driver Jason Bartlett. French Cafe, the clear-cut second 
choice, drafted in the pocket, but Lucius Vorenus was still able 
to set steady fractions of 28.4 for a quarter and 59.0 for a half. 
Nearing three-quarters, Lucius Vorenus began to pull away, as he 
set the fraction in a slow 1:28.2. French Cafe had to settle for 
second, as Lucius Vorenus cruised under the wire in 1:56.3.

This is the third win in the last four starts for the Crawford 
Farms-owned gelding, who is sired by Father Patrick and trained 
by Nick Surick. He won the Garden State trot for colts & geld-
ings in his Freehold debut on October 26, then added a win and 
a runner-up in the first two legs of the series. He’s now earned 
$109,655 in his career; $74,375 of that total has come in his last 
four races.Andy Miller and Lucius Vorenus.  Photo World Wide Racing Photos
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HOME GROWN 
PACE 2 YO

GARDEN STATE 
2 YO FILLIES

GARDEN STATE 
2 YO COLTS 

MAJOR BETTS
DRIVER: DEXTER DUNN

TRAINER: MARK HARDER 

OWNERS: JOSEPH V JANNUZZELLI, MARK A HARDER, 

& DEENA RACHEL FROST

TRICKY SISTER
DRIVER: DANIEL DUBE

TRAINER: ANDREW HARRIS 

OWNERS: ROBERT J KEY

BARLEY
DRIVER: DAVID MILLER

TRAINER: NIFTY NORMAN 

OWNERS: ROBERT J KEY 

& GUS S DOVI

Lisaphoto

Lisaphoto

Lisaphoto
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The SBOANJ President’s Letter

SBOANJ President
Mark Ford

Dear Members,

First, I would like to 
wish everyone Happy 
Holidays and a Happy 
New Year. As an organi-
zation and an industry, I 
hope we can continue 
in 2020 to build on the 
growth we’ve seen this 
past year.

 
When the New Jersey 
State Legislature and 
Gov. Phil Murphy earli-
er this year approved a 

five-year, $100-million appropriation to support racing in the Gar-
den State, there was much rejoicing, and with good reason. The 
health of the Standardbred industry is not only of importance to 
residents of New Jersey, but the sport of harness racing as a whole.
 
The impact of the legislation was immediate, from increasing purs-
es, attracting more racehorses, and improving handle, to bolstering 
the breeding industry.
 
There were 742 mares bred in New Jersey in 2019, a 70-percent 
increase from the 435 in 2018 and a 166-percent hike from the 
279 in 2017. Stallions such as Muscle Hill, Walner, Tactical Land-
ing, Lazarus N, and Trixton enjoyed strong support and the state’s 
stallion roster got another boost with the additions of American 
History, Bettor’s Wish, and Six Pack for 2020.
 
New Jersey-eligible yearlings sold for an average of nearly $100,000 
at both the Lexington Selected Sale and the Standardbred Horse 
Sale.
 
In November at Harrisburg, Fair Winds Farm saw 17 horses sell 
for an average of $91,059 and Concord Stud Farm 

consigned 69 horses that sold for an average of $85,710. Those 
figures led all consignors at the sale. Concord consigned the two 
highest-priced yearlings and three of the top four. Overall, year-
lings raised in New Jersey sold for more than $12.3 million at Har-
risburg, an increase of 22 percent compared to last year’s $10.1 
million.
 
On the racing side, wagering at the Meadowlands saw big gains. For 
the 62 programs presented from the first of the year through the 
conclusion of the Championship Meet in August, a total of $174.2 
million was put in play, good for an average of $2,811,179 per 
card. Over the same 2018 span, 58 race cards saw total wagering 
of $137.3 million, an average of $2,367,260. Thus, total wagering 
was up 27 percent at the industry’s handle leader, while per-card 
betting increased 18 percent.
 
One of the keys to increased handle is to card more races, and that 
was clearly the case this year as compared to last. During 2018, a 
total of 671 races were contested at the Meadowlands, an average 
per night of 11.56. This year, 790 races took place, good for an 
average of 12.74, an increase of 10.2 percent. With the additional 
races, there were 1,515 more starters in 2019 Big M races than 
there were in 2018. The track averaged 8.92 starters per race in 
2019.
 
Speaking of racing, dates were approved for the Meadowlands 
(90/92) and Freehold (85). Additional details can be found inside 
the Pacesetter.
 
Thank you to everyone who helped make 2019 a great year for 
New Jersey’s racing and breeding industries. The strength of any 
organization is its members and ours are as strong as ever. Let’s 
continue to work together to improve the future of our sport.
 
Wishing everyone all the best in 2020.

Mark Ford

TrotPAC trustees continue to attend 
many political functions to ensure the 
long-term viability of Standardbred 
racing and breeding in New Jersey.  Re-
cently the trustees attended functions for John Bur-
zichelli, Joe Pennacchio, Joseph Lagana, Bob Auth, 
Carol Murphy, Gabriela Mosquera, Ralph Caputo, 
Adam Taliaferro, Jon Bramnick, Vin Gopal, Eliana Pin-

tor Marin, and Paul Sarlo.  TrotPAC 
really appreciates all the suppor t it 

received this past year especially the 
generous financial donations.  Without 

these contr ibutions, TrotPAC would not be able to 
preserve the political position it currently has.   Your 
help keeps our industry’s needs at the forefront of im-
por tant government officials.
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85 RACE 
DATES FOR 
FREEHOLD IN 
2020

63RD ANNUAL BREEDERS 
AWARD LUNCHEON

CARETAKER CARE PROGRAM

DEAD HEAT IN SBOANJ 3YO 
TROT FINAL AT MEADOWLANDS

MEADOWLANDS 
2020 DATES

Freehold Raceway announced their racing calen-

dar for 2020, 85 dates are scheduled, represent-

ing an increase from 76 in 2019.

The winter/spring portion of the season begins 

on January 2, with racing on a Thursday/Fri-

day/Saturday until the second week of February. 

From there, racing will be conducted on Friday 

and Saturday until May 23.

After Freehold takes their customary summer va-

cation, live racing resumes for the summer/fall 

portion of the meet, beginning August 29. Rac-

ing will continue on Fridays and Saturdays until 

December 31.

The SBOANJ has approved the 2020 dates that 

the Meadowlands Racetrack has requested.  Cur-

rently, there are two different possibilities a 90 

day meet or a 92 day meet.  The Meadowlands 

dates are based on the Thoroughbreds flipping 

the track for 18 days of racing on the dirt, the 

race track calendar will be on our website as 

soon as it is confirmed with the  NJRC.

The 63rd Annual Breeder Awards Luncheon will be held on January 26, 2020, 
at the Hilton Gardens Inn in Hamilton, NJ. 

Jacqueline Ingrassia has been announced the Horseperson of the year, she will 
receive the Governor’s Trophy for her accomplishments at the luncheon. 

The SBOANJ Horse and Breeder of the year will also be awarded at the event.  
For reservations and more information visit the Equine Advisory Board web-
site for registration form.

The Standardbred Breeders and Owners Association of New Jersey (SBOANJ) 
will once again this year be continuing their Caretaker Care Program, at the 
Meadowlands Racetrack. The program offers clean, gently used, clothing to 
caretakers and horsemen at no charge.

The donated clothing will be located on a rack between the doors of the drivers’ 
lounge and medical office in the paddock.

Recipients are asked to neatly look through the clothing on the rack, leave hang-
ers, and keep the area clean.

Anyone wishing to donate clothing for the Caretaker Care program can drop off 
clean, gently used, items at the SBOANJ office at the Meadowlands Racetrack or 
at the SBOANJ office on Route 33 in Manalapan.

The $65,000 SBOANJ New Jersey Sired Trot Final for 3-year-olds at the Mead-
owlands on Friday night (Dec 6.) ended in exciting fashion.  The favorite Evident 
Beauty and second favorite Princess Deo could not be split at the wire, stopping 
the clock as co-winners in 1:52.2.

The two fillies sat back allowing the colt Lucius Vorenus to make the front uncon-
tested to a first-quarter time of 28.1.  Just past the quarter Andrew McCarthy 
moved his filly Princess Deo to the front to take the lead from Lucius Vorenus, 
while Evident Beauty and David Miller waited to make their move after the half-
mile marker.  David Miller and Evident Beauty eased their way around the last 
turn, and the two fillies hooked up in the lane battling to the dead heat for the win.  

The NJSS horse of the year Evident Beauty is trained by Richard (Nifty) Norman 
and owned by Melvin Hartman, Little E LLC, and R A W Equine Inc.  The Trix-
ton filly has notched win number 13 and $805,301 in lifetime earnings.  Bred by 
White Birch Farms in Allentown, NJ, Evident Beauty has put together a notewor-
thy 3-year-old campaign.

The other winner in this dead heat Princess Deo is trained by Noel Daley for own-
ers Deo Volente Farms LLC, Thomas Pontone and John Fodera.  Princess Deo was 
also sired by Trixton, but she was bred by Deo Volente Farms LLC.  Princess Deo 
captured her fifth win and boosted her lifetime earnings to $405,974.

This was the first year for the SBOANJ 3-year-old sired trot race, it is planned to 
return next year for 3 year-olds and possible 4-year-olds.  Photo credit Lisaphoto.
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EQUINE SCIENCE 
CENTER EVENING 
OF SCIENCE AND 
CELEBRATION
The Rutgers Equine Science Center hosted the 29th annual “Evening of Sci-
ence and Celebration in New Brunswick.  Following dinner, Skylar Cooper 
and Morgan Wordleman gave their Team Presentation titled, “Fly Be Gone!”

The keynote address was given by the Center’s very own Kenneth McKeever, 
Ph.D., Professor of Animal Sciences at Rutgers University.  He presented “A 
New Treatment for EIPH: The Effect of PD Inhibitors on Pulmonary Artery 
Pressure in Horses.” Guests included representative from The Standardbred 
Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey (SBOANJ), New Jersey Racing 
Commission, Darby Development, LLC., and the Throroughbred Horsemen’s 
Association of New Jersey.

After the keynote, Assemblyman 
Houghtaling gave remarks highlighting 
the importance of the Equine Science 
Center and the New JErsey Agricultural 
Experiment Station.  This was followed 
by the presentation of the Gold Medal 
Horse Farm Award, which went to Fair 
Winds Farm, in Cream Ridge owned by 
Mark Mullen.

Jennifer Weinert, Ph.D. candidate, gave a research update titled “Warm 
Season Grasses and Grazing Horse Metabolism” which looked at the effects 
of using both warm and cool season grasses on the same area of pasture.  As 
she analyzes the data, she will be looking at things like: how the gress grew 
depending on season, did this increase the grazing period of specific pastures, 
and was there a preference by the horses towards a certain grass.

Following Jen’s update, several members of the New Jersey 4-H Roundup 
team which just returned from national competition were honored with 
certificates.  This was followed by a check presentation from the NJ 40H 
Horse Project Advisory Committee and from McKinley Community School.  
McKinley, a local school in New Brunswick, has adopted on the Center’s 
research mares, Janie, as a school mascot.  In doing so, they decided to raise 
money to sponsor her through the Center’s “Horse Hero Program,” and over 
the last year raised $500.

The evening concluded with the presentation of the “Spirit of the Horse” 
award.  Dr. Michael Fugaro, owner and operator of Mountain Pointe Equine 
Veterinary Services located in Long Valley, New Jersey received the 2020 
“Spirit of the Horse” award for his lifelong commitment to horse care and 
education. Please contact the SBOANJ office if you have a 

service you would like to offer.

Vendor Discount 
Participants

knobhillbowling.com • 732-446-6001
363 NJ-33, 

Manalapan Township, NJ 07726

horze.com • 877-647-4422
Storefront at the 

Meadowlands Racetrack

playmeadowlands.com • 201-460-4079
1 Racetrack Dr. 

East Rutherford, NJ  07073

rudyscafeandrestaurant.com
732- 851-4188

363 NJ-33, Manalapan Township, NJ 07726

knobhillbowling.com 
732-446-6001

363 NJ-33, Manalapan Township, NJ 07726

embroideryunl.com • 508-485-5522 
449 Boston Post Rd. East Ste #5, 

Marlborough, MA 01752

732-780-1295
91 Highland Ridge Rd.  

Manalapan, New Jersey 07726

609-223-0421
1 Allison Way 

Allentown, NJ 08501

freeholdraceway.com • 732-462-3800
130 Park Avenue 

Freehold, NJ 07728

pantanonursery.com • 732-786-8503 
145 Freehold Rd. 

Manalapan, NJ 07726

 Shop online @ saddlesource.com 
732-446-4330

29 Park Ave.
Englishtown, NJ 07726

282 Rt 539 
Cream Ridge, NJ 08514 

dillsfeed.com • 732-462-2251
263 Throckmorton St. 

Freehold, NJ 07728
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