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On April 6, 2016 the New Jersey Racing Commission approved the request made 

by both Freehold Raceway and the Meadowlands Racetrack to race horses uncou-

pled.  As of now two horses that are entered in an overnight event trained by one 

individual but having a bonafide separate ownership have permission to race un-

coupled.   

Director of Racing at Freehold Raceway Karen Fagliarone stated òWith the ex-

treme shortage of horses due to the number of race tracks on the East Coast that 

are conducting live meets right now, I feel that this rule change will be a useful tool 

that may help race offices fill their card.  Although, I recognize the concerns pa-

trons may have, this rule would only be used in times of extremely short cards.ó 

This comes at a time when filling the box at both tracks has become a struggle.  

With all tracks in Pennsylvania as well as New York competing for the same horses 

the ability to fill races on any given card has become very difficult.  The allowance 

of racing horses uncoupled in overnight races will significantly help not only the 

tracks but the horsemen as well.  Horsemen will not have to sit a horse out when 

they have two that fit the same class and the race office will not have to leave a 

horse out because a trainer has one in the class already.  This is a win-win for both 

parties. 



 

 

 

Monday July 11, 2016 the SBOANJ will be hosting its annual 

golf outing to benefit New Jersey Horsemen.   

Please join us at Gambler Ridge Golf Club in Cream Ridge, 

NJ for a day of golf, food, drinks and fun!  Enjoy a round of 

golf, followed by dinner, and a chance to win prizes.   

All proceeds go to TrotPac and the SBOANJ Horsemenõs 

Benevolent Fund.   

Sponsorship opportunities 

are available such as 

Gold, Silver, Bronze,  Hole-in-One, Dinner, Lunch, Drink 

Cart, Closet-to-the-Pin Contest, Longest Drive Contest, 

Putting Contest.  You could also sponsor a hole or place 

business card ad. 

For more information, contact Polly Hartzell at the SBOANJ 

office at 732-462-2357.  If you are interested in receiving a 

registration packet please email info@sboanj.com. 

Veteran driver Anthony "Tony" Dandeo, 80 years old, drove the winner of the 10 th race at Freehold Raceway on April 15, 

2016.  In exciting fashion Tony pulled first up at the half, took the front and never looked back steering Mickey Blu to her 16t h 

lifetime win.  The race went impressive fractions, crossing the wire in 1:57.4, and closing with the last quarter in 29.3.   Tony  

added another win to his driving career which totals 233 wins and $783,758 in purses.  At the age of 80 Tony drives against a  

tough driving colony at Freehold; it is a feat in itself to win against these guys, not to mention the age at which he is com pet-

ing.  Congratulations Tony.  From all of us at the SBOANJ, we wish you the best of luck in the future.   Photo courtesy of World Wide 

Racing Photos 
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Harold Dancer, known to his friends as òSonny,ó died on 
March 6, 2016.  From the esteemed òDanceró family, known 
for their success in harness racing, Sonny was a trainer/driver 
since 1954.  In that year he won his first race at Freehold 
Raceway as well as at Yonkers behind Toodles Hanover. 

That was the same year he graduated Red Bank High School. 

Sonny drove and trained many top-level horses during his 
time.  Ricci Reenie Time was one of his most notable train-
ees, earning the 1972 World Champion Pacing Colt title.  
Ricci Reenie Time won many stakes races as a two-year-old 
as well as capturing the Adios in 1973 as a three-year-old.  
Sonny also trained and drove the World Champion Trotting 
Filly, Ginger Belle.  He conditioned and drove many notable 

pacers and trotters in his lifetime.   

Sonny was a true gentleman and horseman.  Anyone who 
knew him would tell you so.  When Sonny wasnõt training or 
driving horses, he enjoyed jumping on his tractor and farm-
ing.  Whether it was baling hay, planting corn or soybeans, he 

was always eager to tend to his crops and garden.  He loved 
planting and sharing his crops with anyone who would enjoy 
them.  He also enjoyed watching his grandson, Joe, continue 

the family legacy of driving horses. 

Not only the children and grandchildren that he left behind, 
but the entire standardbred industry lost one of the greats.  

Sonny will be missed on many levels. 

Photo from the March 9, 2016 Memorial for Harold Dancer at Freehold  

Raceway. Photo courtesy World Wide Racing Photos 

Al Ochsner and Mark Mullen attended Senator Jennifer 

Beck's event at the Stone Pony on Thursday March 24th. 

SBOANJ President Mark Ford with Assembly-

woman Holly Schepisi, at her Spring Fling event.  

February 9, 2016 Assemblyman Louis 
Greenwald 
 
February 17, 2016 Assemblyman Vincent 
Prieto 
 
February 18, 2016 Assembly Republican 
Victory 
 
March 2, 2016 Assemblyman Joe Lagana 
 
March 14, 2016 Democratic Assembly  
Campaign Committee 
 
March 16, 2016 Assemblyman Craig  
Coughlin 
 
March 22, 2016 Senator Nia Gill 

March 23, 2016 Assemblywoman Holly 
Schepisi 
 
March 24, 2016 Senator Jennifer Beck 
 
March 30, 2016 Assemblyman Gary Schaer 
 
April 11, 2016 Assemblyman Jon Bramnick 
 
April 20, 2016 Governor Richard Codey 
 
April 21, 2016 Senate Democratic Majority 
 
April 24, 2016 Senator Nicholas Sacco 
 
April 26, 2016 Assemblyman Ronald Dancer 
 
April 27, 2016 Senator Joe Kyrillos 

The following events were attended by 

TrotPAC trustees or had representation  

TrotPAC works in conjunction with the Standardbred Breeders & 

Owners Association of New Jersey and is the official political action 

committee for New Jerseyõs harness racing industry.  TrotPAC is 

duly sanctioned to raise and distribute revenues for the specific pur-

pose of the betterment of the New Jersey standardbred breeding and 

racing industry. This is done with the aid of our industryõs official lob-

byists at Advocacy & Manage-

ment Group, Inc., a firm active at 

the State Capitol in Trenton.  


