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TOSCANO WINS MEADOWLANDS 
PACE WITH BEST IN SHOW
What a week for Linda Toscano.

On Sunday evening, the trainer gave a gra-
cious acceptance speech at her induction to 
the Harness Racing Hall of Fame in Gos-
hen, N.Y., and on Saturday night (July 13), 
she stood in the winner’s circle after Best In 

Show pulled a 27-1 upset in the $682,650 
Crawford Farms Meadowlands Pace.

It was the perfect bookend to a seven-day 
span she’ll never forget.

“This another one I never dreamed of,” To-
scano said after becoming the first female 
trainer to win the Pace. “This is home for me. 
This is awesome.”

In a thrilling finish, Best In Show slipped 
through an opening on the rail to defeat his 
more heralded rivals. He got up by a head 
over Bettor’s Wish, the brave first-over chal-
lenger who couldn’t have raced much better.

Right in the mix was Workin Ona Mystery in 
third, with the pacesetting Captain Crunch, 
the North America Cup winner and the 1-2 
favorite in the Pace, a close-up fourth in the 
blanket finish.
The time was 1:48 on the warm evening for 
the track’s signature race.

Brian Sears, also a Hall of Famer, gave Best In 
Show a perfect ground-saving drive. Best In 
Show left alertly before readily yielding to let 

the favorites duke it out while settling into 
fourth.

“I knew they were racing pretty good,” Sears 
said. “It was all the horses to beat and they 
were going at it. I was pretty content. I want-
ed to sneak him around there a little bit. I got 
a little opening, and he fired for me.”

And he fired up the tote board.

Best In Show paid $56.20, $14.40 and $6.80. 
Bettor’s Wish, trained by SBOANJ director 
Chris Ryder, returned $4.00 and $2.80. 
Workin Ona Mystery paid $3.80 to show.

The time was 1:48 after clipping through ag-
gressive fractions of :26.2, :52.4 and a blaz-
ing 1:19.3 to the three-quarter pole.

It was fourth win in 12 starts for Best In 
Show, who competed in a non-winners of 
two races condition as recently as May.

“We knew he was a nice colt last year and he 
got a little colt sore on us,” Toscano said. “We 
shut him down, brought him back and he’s 
done everything right.”

Best In Show has been rapidly making up for 
that lost time.

The son of Bettor’s Delight out of Put On 
A Show earned $341,325 as a homebred for 
Richard P. Young & Joanne Young. He turned 
in a pair of second-place finishes in his pre-
vious two starts, an Ontario Sires Stakes and 
his Pace elimination behind Bettor’s Wish.

Linda Toscano, Brian Sears and Richard Young raise the 
Meadowlands Pace trophy.  Photo LisaPhoto

Finish from the roof top. Photo LisaPhoto
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TrotPAC trustees continue to attend 

many political functions to ensure the 

long-term viability of Standardbred racing 

and breeding in New Jersey.  TrotPAC really appreciates 

all support received this past year especially the generous 

financial donations.  Without these con-

tributions, TrotPAC would not be able to 

preserve the political position it currently has.   

Your help keeps our industry’s needs at the forefront of 

important government officials.

The SBOANJ President’s Letter

SBOANJ President
Mark Ford

Dear Members,

Let me start by 
thanking everyone 
who attended our 
24th annual Golf 
Outing. Your atten-
dance and support 
were overwhelming. 
We greatly appreci-
ate your generosity 
and hope everyone 
had as much fun as 
we did and we hope 

to see everyone again next year.  
 
Last month we retained Econsult Solutions Inc. to assist us in 
preparing the required information for the legislature to con-
tinue the appropriation funding.   The harness racing industry 
will be gathering information for the reports in the following 
four areas: the Meadowlands Racetrack, Freehold Raceway, 
New Jersey Sires Stakes and the Standardbred Breeders and 
Owners Association of New Jersey.  We at the SBOANJ will be 
in charge of gathering information from the various training 
facilities, including occupancy and productivity.  With indus-
try involvement we believe the State will continue to grant 
the appropriation for the five-year term.
 
The conclusion of the Meadowlands’ 2019 Championship 
Meeting on Hambletonian, ended a seven-month run that 
would be the envy of any track operator.  Total handle on Ham-
bletonian Day was up nearly 15 percent over the year before, 
as over $7 million was handled from all sources, well over $1 
Million more than last year. The over $7 million wagered on 
Hambletonian Day was by far the best single-day harness rac-
ing handle at any track in 2019. 

The Meadowlands’ faithful fan base bet with both hands on a 
consistent basis. Total handle reached $2.5 million 47 times 
over the 62-card span. On 12 occasions, the magic $3 million 
mark was achieved, while the Meadowlands Pace and Hambo 
accounted for the two $4 million-plus cards.

I could not agree more with the following words of Meadow-
lands chief operating officer and general manager Jason Set-
tlemoir, saying “All of us at the Meadowlands are appreciative 
of the purse appropriation earmarked for the horse racing in-
dustry that was approved by New Jersey legislators, Gov. Phil 
Murphy, president of the New Jersey Senate Stephen Swee-
ney and speaker of the New Jersey General Assembly Craig 
Coughlin,  With that money in our purse account, it created 
more of a level playing field in the competition for horses 
from nearby states.”

Freehold Raceway will begin its 2019 fall meet on Friday, Au-
gust 30th. Given the success of the Meadowlands Racetrack, 
the SBOANJ is hopeful that Freehold Raceway will follow 
suit with full fields on race days helped by the addition of the 
appropriation. We are confident that Freehold Raceway will 
continue to prosper for the remainder of 2019.

With all the changes that have occurred thus far in 2019, the 
SBOANJ continues working to resolve the concerns of the 
Freehold Horsemen.  On race days we are going to once again 
have an on track horsemen’s representative. An announcement 
will be made before racing resumes at Freehold.

Again, I would like to thank all horsemen and women for their 
continued support of the SBOANJ and TrotPAC as we look 
to the promising future of harness racing in the State of New 
Jersey.

Mark Ford
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The 2019 SBOANJ’s golf outing tournament at Knob Hill Golf 

Course was a huge success this year.  After last years blistering 

heat, this year was perfect weather for our golfers.  The golf 

course was in great condition and we are already looking for-

ward to next year’s event.  Thanks to all the volunteers who 

helped put it together.  We couldn’t have done it without you.

Tournament participants enjoyed a variety of competitions in 

addition to the 18 holes of scramble golf tournament play.  Ac-

tivities included a putting contest, men’s and women’s longest 

drive and closest to the pin competitions.  A 2019 Dodge Ram 

Pick-up Truck was up for grabs in the hole in one competition, 

presented by Freehold Dodge.

This year’s tournament winners photoed above were Andy 

Miller, Chris Manatt, Walter Blum, and Grady Bourguignon, 

the foursome generously donated their $400 winnings back to 

the SBOANJ.  

Tom Mathews was the winner of the putting contest taking 

home $645 prize which he graciously donated back to the Trot-

PAC foundation.

The men’s longest drive and win-

ner of the travel locker with ac-

cessories were awarded to Kevin 

Darlington, photo on the left. On 

the women’s side, Patty Hogan 

took home the travel locker and 

bragging rights, photo on right.  

Bruce Collingan won the closest to 

the pin contest taking home a range 

f i n d e r , 

photo on 

left.

Once the 

golfers returned to the clubhouse 

they were greeted with cocktails 

and hors-d’oeuvres while waiting 

for the rest of the dinner guests to arrive. 

During dinner, the MC’s for the night Yannick Gingras, Julie 

Miller, and Al Ochsner announced prize winners and auctioned 

off the amazing live auction items.  

Yannick Gingras took home the 

2019 Spyder Bike for $5,200 

and SBOANJ director Tom 

Pontone was the winner of the 

very popular wheelbarrow full 

of adult beverages for the dis-

count price of $1,600.  

Special thanks to all of the gracious sponsors of the event.  Es-

pecially to our platinum sponsors: Burke Racing Stable, Druck-

er Math and Whitman P.C., Pantano Nursery and Landscape 

Supply and the Meadowlands Racetrack.  All proceeds from the 

event benefit TrotPAC and the horsemen’s benevolent fund.

All in all the event was a fun-filled day both on and off the 

golf course.  Big thanks to the golf committee, office staff, and 

volunteers that came out to support and help put on another 

successful event again this year.  We hope to see you all again 

next year.

SBOANJ’S 24th ANNUAL GOLF 
OUTING A SUCCESS
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SBOANJ 2019 SPONSORED RACES 
RACE CONDITION LOCATION DATE 

Garden State Trot #2 2-year-old trotters NJ sired Meadowlands Racetrack 11/09/19 

Futurity #54 2-year-old trotters NJ sired Freehold Raceway 09/27/19 

Home Grown Pace #2 2-year-old pacers NJ sired, foaled, SDF Meadowlands Racetrack 11/09/19 

Garden State Trot #1 3-year-old filly trotters NJ sired Freehold Raceway 10/25/19 

Garden State Trot #1 3-year-old colt trotters NJ sired Freehold Raceway 10/26/19 

Futurity #53 3-year-old trotters NJ sired Freehold Raceway 09/20/19 

Home Grown Pace #1 3-year-old pacers NJ sired, foaled, SDF Freehold Raceway 09/21/19 

2019 SBOANJ SPONSORED RACES

UPCOMING 2019 2YO NJSS SDF DATES
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NEW JERSEY SIRE STAKES 2YO 
FINALS AT THE MEADOWLANDS
It was a case of long and short at the Meadowlands in a pair of 
New Jersey Sire Stakes Finals Friday night, as Villiam scored at 
85-1 in the 2-year-old colt and gelding pace while 3-5 shot For-
tune Starlet dominated in the 2-year-old filly trot.

Villiam, a gelded son of Rock N Roll Heaven-Village 
Mirage, had plenty of action unfold in front of him as 
the top three horses in the wagering – 3-1 Follow Your 
Heart, even-money Rockin The Gates and 8-5 Rockin The 
Aces – all battled for supremacy from the quarter to the 
three-quarters, and that suited driver Tim Tetrick just fine, 
who had Villiam in a third-over flow around the far turn.

Rockin The Aces was dead game to the wire after racing un-
covered for the final half-mile but got nailed by the small-
est of noses at the finish. Follow Your Heart was third. The 
win payout of $172.60 was the highest of the meeting at the 
Big M. It was Villiam’s first victory in three lifetime starts 
for trainer Eric Foster. The time for the mile was 1:53.1.

“I didn’t think about winning at three-quarters, I just want-
ed to get a good check,” said Tetrick. “But those other colts 
beat themselves up and I picked up the pieces.”

Fortune Starlet ($3.20 to win), a daughter of Trixton-For-
tune Dream, had no anxious moments in her dash, grab-

bing the lead while parked at the half before powering clear 
of her foes by five lengths in 1:54.3 in winning for the sec-
ond time in three starts. Caviart Eva finished second but 
was off stride at the wire and placed fourth behind official 
second-place finisher Jula Champagne and Spoiled Prin-
cess, who was placed third.

“She’s got a beautiful gait and a great attitude,” said winning 
driver Dexter Dunn of the George Ducharme trainee. “She 
showed last week (when she won in 1:55.4) what she can 
do. She’s still learning a little, but she’s got a bright future.”

Before the betting card, two other NJSS Finals were con-
ducted.

Play Trix On Me, a son of Trixton-Lima Playmate, took the 
2-year-old colt and gelding trot in 1:55.3 for driver Tetrick 
and trainer Gareth Dowse to stay perfect in four lifetime 
tries.

Ready Set Rock, a daughter of Rock N Roll Heaven-Pop-
corn N Peanuts, took the 2-year-old filly pace. Driver Andy 
McCarthy guided the winner to a 1:56.3 score for trainer 
Michael Hall.

Driver Dexter Dunn and Fortune Starlet.  Photo LisaPhoto

Driver Tim Tetrick with Play Trix On Me.  Photo LisaPhoto

Driver Andy McCarthy and Ready Set Rock.  Photo LisaPhoto

Driver Tim Tetrick and Villiam.  Photo LisaPhoto



6

2019 Medical 
Clinic & 
Screening 
Dates
Screening Dates

Sept 9................Magical Acres

Sept 23..................White Birch

Nov 16........Freehold Paddock

Medical Clinic Dates

Sept 16...............Gaitway Farm

Sept 30...............Gaitway Farm

Oct 7..................Gaitway Farm

Oct 21................Gaitway Farm

Nov 4.................Gaitway Farm

Nov 18................Gaitway Farm

Dec 2..................Gaitway Farm

Dec 16................Gaitway Farm

The SBOANJ would like to remind everyone that a W9 must be on file in 
order to receive rebates administered by the SBOANJ. These include breed-
ers awards, stallion rebates, and mare resident rebates. If you submitted an 
application last year for the stallion rebate, you must supply proof of stud 
fee payment to the SBOANJ office by August 31st. If you submitted a mare 
resident application, you must supply proof of foaling location via USTA 
records by October 31st. 2019 rebate applications are also due no later than 
October 31st.

For more information on rebate programs visit sboanj.com or contact the 
office at 732-462-2357.

This year’s SBOANJ and BCAP 
scholarship recipients are Katie 
Eick, Katie Kelley, and Ryan 
Fusco.
 
Katie Eick, daughter of Floyd 
and Jennifer Eick, is a sopho-
more at Rutgers University in 
the School of Environmental 
& Biological Sciences Honors 
Program.  In addition, being on 
the dean’s list Katie is also on 
the Rutgers Equestrian Team 
and participates in the USTA as 

a Youth Delegate.  Her passion for the equine industry continues to grow as 
she spends her summers volunteering for the Harness Horse Youth Founda-
tion.
 
Katie Kelley is the daughter of Mitch and Sovieg Kelley, longtime members 
of the Joe Halloway Stable.  Katie is a recent High Honors graduate from Al-
lentown High School, she was a member of the Spanish, English and National 
Honors Society.  She will be attending The University Of Tampa this fall.
 
Ryan Fusco is the son of harness horse trainer Paul Fusco and Robyn Fusco.  
Ryan will continue his sophomore studies at the University of North Car-
olina at Charlotte, where he was a dean’s list student as a freshman.  Ryan 
is a member of Sigma Tou Gamma Fraternity, is on the UNCC Men’s Rugby 
Team, and is an avid volunteer with many different organizations.

Each student celebrated their achievements in the Pink Dining Room with 
their families thanks to the Meadowlands for providing the special dedicated 
race and dinner.  The students also received their check and plaque from the 
SBOANJ and BCAP associations. 

W9’s NEEDED FOR 
SBOANJ REBATES & 
AWARDS

2019 SCHOLARSHIP 
RECIPIENTS
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SPHONJ HOLDS ITS 25TH 
ANNUAL STANDARDBRED 
HORSE SHOW

Over the weekend the Standardbred 

Pleasure Horse Organization of New 

Jersey held its 25th Annual National 

Standardbred Horse Show at the Horse 

Park of New Jersey.

The SPHONJ is a non-profit organization 

founded to promote the Standardbred 

as a pleasure riding and driving horse by 

exposing the public to their performanc-

es through equine events.  Their mission 

is to let the public know that the Standard-

bred is a very versatile breed, whatever the discipline is, eventing, west-

ern pleasure, driving, hunter/jumper, trail riding or dressage.

The 2019 National Standardbred Horse Show was another successful 

one, with over $14,000 in prize money.  Participants were able to show-

case their Standardbred’s talents off the race track in numerous different 

classes, in hopes to take home first place awards.  The National Standard-

bred Horse Show is a perfect example 

of retirement life after racing for the 

Standardbred.

The Standardbred Breeders and Own-

ers Association of New Jersey was once 

again one of the presenting sponsors.  

The SBONAJ would like to congrat-

ulate all of the participants in this 

years show and hope to see them 

again next year.

Please contact the SBOANJ office if you have a 
service you would like to offer.

Vendor Discount 
Participants

knobhillbowling.com • 732-446-6001
363 NJ-33, 

Manalapan Township, NJ 07726

horze.com • 877-647-4422
Storefront at the 

Meadowlands Racetrack

playmeadowlands.com • 201-460-4079
1 Racetrack Dr. 

East Rutherford, NJ  07073

rudyscafeandrestaurant.com
732- 851-4188

363 NJ-33, Manalapan Township, NJ 07726

knobhillbowling.com 
732-446-6001

363 NJ-33, Manalapan Township, NJ 07726

embroideryunl.com • 508-485-5522 
449 Boston Post Rd. East Ste #5, 

Marlborough, MA 01752

732-780-1295
91 Highland Ridge Rd.  

Manalapan, New Jersey 07726

609-223-0421
1 Allison Way 

Allentown, NJ 08501

freeholdraceway.com • 732-462-3800
130 Park Avenue 

Freehold, NJ 07728

pantanonursery.com • 732-786-8503 
145 Freehold Rd. 

Manalapan, NJ 07726

 Shop online @ saddlesource.com 
732-446-4330

29 Park Ave.
Englishtown, NJ 07726

282 Rt 539 
Cream Ridge, NJ 08514 

dillsfeed.com • 732-462-2251
263 Throckmorton St. 

Freehold, NJ 07728

Standardbred prepares to show undersaddle

Volunteer Karen Fagliarone with spectators 
Julie and Olivia Miller.

Lella Montgomery, Leslie McLaren, and Aina 
Bittle relax in between events.

SPHONJ’s Points Secretary Rob Pennington 
and volunteer Shelly Helstowski
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