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NJ FARMS FLOURISH AT HARRISBURG

Yearlings raised at New Jersey farms sold for a total of nearly $10 million at November’s Standardbred Horse Sale.Three of the five leading consignors by average for the select yearling portion of the
sale were based in Cream Ridge and another in the top five raised many of its yearlings in that area
as well.
Fair Winds Farm led all consignors in yearling sales average, with $92,000 for 19 horses. Concord
Stud Farm was third, with an average of $58,345 for 55 horses, and Walnridge Farm was fifth, with an
average of $56,192 for 26 horses. In addition, Millstream Farm, which raised seven of the 11 horses it
sold in New Jersey, was second with an average of $65,818.
There were 184 yearlings raised in New Jersey, selling for $9.63 million which was approximately
20% gross increase from last year.The average price of New Jersey-raised yearlings was $52,366. (The
sale’s overall average was $39,675.) There were 121 yearlings eligible to the New Jersey Standardbred
Development Fund, with those horses selling for $6.07 million and an average of $50,181.
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Cream Ridge’s Stephen Dey III co-bred the yearling that tied for the sale’s highest price, The Ice
Dutchess. A trotting filly by Muscle Hill out of The Ice Queen, she sold for $320,000 and was raised
at Heritage Hill Farm near Allentown.

2018 Incentive Programs

Fair Winds Farm’s trotting colt Summit In Sight, a son of Muscle Hill out of Bluff, sold for $300,000,
which was the third-highest price overall in the yearling sale. Next on the list was Fair Winds Farmbred filly trotter Personal Paradise, a daughter of Muscle Hill out of Armbro Deja Vu, who sold for
$265,000.
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Concord Stud Farm-raised Kings County, a trotting colt by Muscle Hill out of Brooklyn, sold for
$210,000 and was tied for the sale’s seventh-highest yearling price.
Also in the top 10 were Millstream Farm’s New Jersey-raised Battenberg and Hillofamistery, each at
$210,000, and Fair Winds Farm-bred Unseen, at $200,000.

NJ Breeder of the Year

Battenberg is a colt trotter by Trixton out of Coffeecake Hanover while Hillofamistery is a colt trotter by Muscle Hill out of Mistery Woman.
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Unseen, a filly pacer, is by Bettor’s Delight out of Sight To See. She was the sale’s highest-selling pacer.

President’s Letter

Summit In Sight, Personal Paradise, Hillofamistery, and Unseen are eligible to the New Jersey Standardbred Development Fund. Battenberg was the top-selling New Jersey-eligible yearling. Next on
the list of New Jersey eligibles, selling for $200,000, was colt trotter Steuben Hanover, by Trixton out
of Star Hanover.
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The sale’s 27 New Jersey-eligible yearlings sold for an average of $51,667. The 20 yearlings sired by
Trixton averaged $50,550 and the seven sired by Father Patrick averaged $54,857.

2018 NJ RACING DATES
The 2018 harness racing dates for New Jersey have been

playmeadowlands.com for the full racing calendar.

finalized. The two harness tracks, the Meadowlands and
Freehold Raceway, were awarded a combined 180 live racing

Freehold Raceway was also awarded 90 live racing dates.The

dates.

2018 live racing meet will begin on January 4 with a 12:30
p.m. post. Freehold will race Thursday, Friday and Saturday

The Meadowlands received a total of 90 live racing dates. through February. Beginning on March 1, it will switch to a
The Meadowlands 2018 live harness racing season begins on
Friday, January 5, with a post time of 6:35 p.m. The Meadowlands will race on Fridays and Saturdays through February
24. On March 2 it will switch to a later post time of 7:15 p.m.
through August 5. After Hambletonian Day, the Meadowlands will take a short break before returning to its previous Friday-Saturday racing schedule October 12 through

Friday and Saturday lineup through May 26. After its normal
summer break, live racing will resume August 24 through
December 29 with Friday and Saturday racing days. Freehold has cut back to two racing days a week during some
months, but has extended the meet by adding three weeks
in May, two weeks in August and two weeks in December
December 1. For the rest of the month of December it will

to the 2018 schedule. To view the full racing calendar visit

move to a Thursday, Friday, and Saturday night schedule.Visit

freeholdraceway.com.

2018 SPONSORED RACES
The Standardbred Breeders and Owners Association
of New Jersey has approved its stakes races for the
2018 racing season.

Grown Pace #1 for 2-year-old pacers.
The Garden State Trot #1 for 2-year-old trotters will
be held at the Meadowlands Racetrack.

The SBOANJ will sponsor the following stakes races
at Freehold Raceway: Futurity #52 for 3-year-old trot- The dates for the above races will be released once
ters and pacers, Futurity #53 for 2-year-old trotters, finalized by the SBOANJ and their respective racethe Smith Trot for 3-year-old trotters and the Home tracks.

GULOTTA HUMBLED BY APPOINTMENT
FROM GOVERNOR-ELECT
Mike Gulotta, the CEO of Deo Volente Farms and SBOANJ
Treasurer, was recently on his way to Trenton to attend a
meeting of Gov.-elect Phil Murphy’s budget transition committee, and he was feeling a range of emotions.

sey and TrotPAC, the organization’s political action committee, hosted by Deo Volente Farms, Murphy said it was time for
the equine industry to get back on its feet to the benefit of all
residents of the Garden State.

“It’s exciting,” said Gulotta, who in mid-November was appointed a member of the committee. “I’m humbled, I’m honored, I’m flattered; I’m all those things at one time to be in a
position to help.”

“He felt the industry was important to the state,” Gulotta
said. “He also thought there was an absence of leadership that
caused us to decline. I think all those are well-stated sentiments.

Gov.-elect Murphy was endorsed by Gulotta’s Deo Volente
Farms during this year’s gubernatorial race, which concluded Nov. 7 with Murphy defeating Lt. Gov. Kim Guadagno by
13 percentage points in the election to succeed Gov. Chris
Christie.

“You have to take him for his word. And I take him for his
word. He’s a humble guy. He comes from a middle-class family
on good days.
He
started
working when
he was 13. He
knows what
it means to
grow up with
financial challenges and he’s
made himself.
He’s basically
a humble guy
and I think
he’s a truthful
guy. I’m confiGovernor-elect Phil Murphy, SBOANJ President
dent in that.”

“Whenever you’ve got new leadership it’s exciting,” Gulotta
said. “I think he is the right guy for where we are today in
the state. The state has some significant financial stresses that
need to be addressed. At the same time, there are so many
ways of improving the situation.”
During the campaign, Murphy spoke of the need to reinvigorate the state’s racing and breeding industries.
“I think our best days in the racing industry, whether it’s Standardbred or Thoroughbred, and the best days in the equine
industry are ahead of us,” Murphy said during a July visit to
the Meadowlands
to present the
Meadowlands
Pace trophy. “But
we do need leadership that appreciates that, that
understands what
you have to do to
move that needle,
and I’m honored
to be raising my
hand to do that.”
Earlier in the year
at a fundraiser
sponsored by the
Standardbred Breeders and Owners Association of New JerSenator Richard Codey, Governor-elect Phil
Murphy and SBOANJ Director Mike Gulotta

Mark Ford and SBOANJ Director Mike Gulotta

Following the election, SBOANJ President Mark Ford told
Harness Racing Update the organization was ready to work
with the governor-elect to improve the industry.
“We’re very fortunate that we have a relationship with the
governor,” Ford said. “There’s a lot of us in the industry, headed by Mike Gulotta and Deo Volente, that really went far and
above to establish that relationship. We’re very fortunate to
have Mike on our team and fortunate he has a relationship
with the governor.
“Maybe we’ve got a shot at relaying to the governor how important this industry is; how influential it is in New Jersey with
all the open spaces, how many people are involved and what
infrastructure there is in the racing industry in New Jersey.
Hopefully, we’ve got a bit of an in.”

TrotPAC trustees would like to thank the members of the Standbred Breeders and Owners
Association of New Jersey for all of their contributions and support throughtout the year.

Happy New Year!

TrotPAC will continue to work on behalf of the
New Jersey horsemen to meet with politicians

on a regular basis to help raise awareness to
the harness racing industry’s need for alternative revenue in 2018.
TrotPAC will need your continued support and
contributions in the new year in order to promote our industry in an effective manner.

VISIT SBOANJ.COM FOR THE LATEST NEWS AND INFORMATION

2018 INCENTIVE PROGRAMS
PACING STALLION REBATE PROGRAM
50% rebate of the paid stud fee (up to $1,250) to those applicants who
breed to a New Jersey stallion. Proof of paid stud fee required with
application. Some restrictions apply.

RESIDENT MARE REBATE PROGRAM
Owners of mares who reside in New Jersey for 150 days, up to and
including foaling, will receive a $500 rebate. The mare need not
be bred to a NJ stallion. Resulting foal MUST be registered with
the USTA by October 15, 2019. Proof of mare residency required
with application.
• Applications forms will be available shortly
• Call the SBOANJ office for more details on the
programs and racing opportunities.
*Payment by the SBOANJ will be at the discretion of the Breeder’s committee based
on the money caps and validity and verification of the applications

Promoting Breeding &
Racing in New Jersey

CURRENT 2018 NEW JERSEY STALLIONS
LIS MARA
GREAT VINTAGE
SANTA FE BEACHBOY
SUNFIRE BLUE CHIP

TRIXTON
MUSCLE HILL
WALNER

Surick Reaches 1,000 Training Wins
Nick Surick notched his 1,000th training win on Friday November 24th at Freehold Raceway. The 29 year
old conditioner sent out six winners Friday afternoon.
Uppercutz’s fifth race victory gave Surick his 1,000th
career training victory.
Surick has been a regular at Freehold Raceway since
starting his training career in 2009. Just eight years
later, with virtually no racing background, the Freehold
native is on the verge of capturing his second training
title at Freehold Raceway. The young trainer is dominating the Freehold racing scene. He is currently the
leading trainer with 180 wins, 101 seconds and 64 thirds
in just 481 starts.

This season, he has
already matched
his
career-best
seasonal earnings
of $1.7 million with
a month left to go.
His career earning
total currently sits
at just under $10 million lifetime.
The Standardbred Breeders and Owners Association
of New Jersey would like to congratulate Nick Surick
on his milestone.
Photo courtesy of World Wide Racing Photos

ARIANA G NAMED NEW JERSEY
STANDARDBRED OF THE YEAR

Ariana G has been named the recipient of the Secretary of Agriculture’s trophy as New Jersey Standardbred of the Year for 2017. In November, the
3-year-old filly trotter was named New Jersey Sire
Stakes Horse of the Year. She will be honored for
both accomplishments at the 61st annual Breeders
Awards Luncheon on Jan. 28 at O’Connor’s Restaurant in Eastampton.

She used those races as a springboard to success
in open stakes, capturing the Hambletonian Oaks,
Breeders Crown, Elegantimage, Simcoe, and divisions of the Delvin Miller Memorial and Bluegrass.
Ariana G spent much of this season ranked either
No. 1 or No. 2 in the weekly Hambletonian Society/
Breeders Crown poll. She ended the season at No. 2.

A daughter of Muscle
Hill out of Cantab It
All, Ariana G won 12 of
15 races this year and
earned $1.12 million for
breeders/owners
Marvin Katz and Al Libfeld.
She was trained by Jimmy Takter and driven by
Yannick Gingras.

“She’s a fantastic, exceptional, one-of-a-kind
type filly,” Katz said following Ariana G’s season-ending win in the
Breeders Crown. “Right
now, she’s at the pinnacle of the sport. She gotten so many accolades,
that she richly deserves.
She’s been a star for the
For her career, Ariana G
whole industry for the
has won 21 of 26 races
whole year. She’s really
Ariana G with driver Yannick Gingras. Photo courtesy of Lisaphoto
and earned $1.86 milan exceptional, rare filly.
lion.
She’s one of these fillies
that comes along every five or 10 years.
This year, Ariana G won both of the New Jersey-restricted races that she entered, including the New “Jimmy Takter,Yannick Gingras; they deserve all the
Jersey Sire Stakes championship for 3-year-old filly credit.They’ve managed her fabulously.”
trotters in a lifetime-best 1:51.1 at the Meadowlands.

61st ANNUAL NJ INSURANCE
FREE
BREEDER AWARDS
UPDATE MEDICAL CLINIC
JANUARY 28, 2018
O’CONNOR’S
RESTAURANT
EASTAMPTON, NJ

End of the year reminder to submit
proof of full-time student for child
dependents age 18 and over.
Delta Dental has changed the
delivery method for explanation of
benefits (EOB). Members may obtain
a copy at www.deltadentalnj.com
select “Members” under the Login to
Your Account option.

FREE Clinic is located at
Gaitway Farms.
The Clinic is available to all
NJ Harness Horsemen

2018 DATES
COMING
SOON!

FAIR WINDS FARM 2017 NJ
BREEDER OF THE YEAR
As Mark Mullen reflected on the news his Fair Winds Farm
was named 2017 Breeder of the Year by the Standardbred
Breeders and Owners Association of New Jersey, he thought
back to the early days of the farm’s existence.

Mullen, who graduated from Upper Freehold High School in
Allentown and got a degree at the University of New Hampshire while in the pre-veterinary program, was as a groom
and a trainer prior to turning his full focus to breeding.

Mullen’s family had no experience breeding and raising racehorses when Mark’s father, Ed, purchased the property, located in the Cream Ridge section of Upper Freehold Township,
nearly 50 years ago. Ed Mullen, who passed away in August at
the age of 94, was a successful businessman and an avid
fisherman, and it was through
friendships with local horsemen that he began his new
venture.

Fair Winds, which is home to 35 broodmares, has enjoyed
successes in recent years with Betting Line, who was Canada’s
2016 Horse of the Year; Well Said, who was the 2009 Pacer
of the Year; and divisional award-winners such as Bar Slide,
Broad Bahn, Glowing Report, and Won The West. Broad Bahn
won the 2011 Hambletonian.

In the ensuing years, Mark
took over the role of handling
the farm’s day-to-day operations as Fair Winds Farm
emerged as one of New Jersey’s top breeders of harness racing horses.

“We have great people here,” Mullen said. “It makes it enjoyable. They’re like your second family and you can count on
them. It’s worked out.”

This year, Fair Winds Farm’s enjoyed its best-ever yearling sale
at the Standardbred Horse Sale in Harrisburg, Pa., with $1.74
million in gross sales and a sales-leading average of $92,000
for 19 horses.
Less than two weeks earlier, Fair Winds Farm-bred Split The
House won the Breeders Crown Open Pace, giving the farm
its fifth Breeders Crown trophy, a total that is tied for 10th
among breeders in the 34-year history of the event.

Mullen credited the staff at Fair Winds, led by farm manager
Matt Gartland, who has worked at the farm since 1976, with
playing an integral role in the farm’s accomplishments.

At November’s yearling sale in Harrisburg, Fair Winds’ Summit In Sight, a trotting colt by Muscle Hill out of Bluff, sold for
$300,000, which was the third-highest price in the yearling
sale. Next on the list was Fair Winds-bred filly trotter Personal Paradise, a daughter of Muscle Hill out of Armbro Deja Vu,
who sold for $265,000.
Also in the sale’s top 10 was Fair Winds-bred Unseen, at
$200,000. Unseen, a filly pacer by Bettor’s Delight out of Sight
To See, was the highest-selling pacer.

“We had a great sale, our best sale ever,” Mullen said. “As
people came and were looking our yearlings, and we started
Other stakes winners this year bred by Fair Winds includ- getting closer to the sale, you saw people reacting to certain
ed Brazuca, Casual Cool, Cult Icon, Fury Road, Perlucky, and individuals.There were about six of them that were above avSummer Side. Through early December, horses bred by the erage in their appearance and the (pedigree) page was strong.
farm had won 240 races and earned $3.25 million in purses. Everything just kind of fell into place.
Of the 14 breeders with at least $3 million in purses this year,
Fair Winds was one of only two with fewer than 100 starters. “You’ve got to get lucky. I think you just try to get the right
pedigrees and raise them the best you can, and hopefully too
Fair Winds Farm will be honored as New Jersey’s best at the much doesn’t go wrong.”
61st annual Breeders Awards Luncheon on Jan. 28 at O’Connor’s Restaurant in Eastampton.
As for good fortune, Mullen might have found a source. His
daughter, Erin, and grandson Henry made their first trip to
“When we started the farm back in the early ’70s, we really the Harrisburg sale this year.
didn’t know too much about breeding and raising horses,”
Mullen said. “I learned from working as a groom, training my “I will let little Henry be my good luck charm,” Mullen said
own stable, and observing other successful people in the busi- with a smile.
ness.”

FOR THE LATEST SBOANJ NEWS “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK!

From The Desk Of President Mark Ford
Dear Members,
There is no question we will continue to face challenges in
the times ahead, but there also is little doubt we are in a better, more hopeful, position than a year ago.With the election
of Phil Murphy as the state’s next governor, we have reason
to be optimistic that our voices will be heard and our concerns addressed by the new administration.
Gov.-elect Murphy has spoken on multiple occasions about
his support for racing, including expanded gaming, and the
equine industry as a whole. He has visited the Meadowlands,
he has met with horsemen and horsewomen, and he has
said it is not hard to figure out the benefits, from economic
to open space, provided by racing and breeding.
Thank you to everyone who helped us create what should
be a dynamic relationship with the new governor. A number
of our members played vital roles in connecting with Gov.elect Murphy, particularly SBOA Director Mike Gulotta, as
well as our political action committee, Trot PAC. Mike hosted a fundraiser, in conjunction with the SBOA, at his Deo Volente Farms and during the past year has developed a bond
with Gov.-elect Murphy. Congratulations to Mike for being
named to Gov.-elect Murphy’s budget transition committee.

her friendship. Her departure underscores the need to continue our grassroots efforts to reach out to New Jersey’s
legislators and reiterate the importance of our industry.
As for our own elections, we welcome Sam Landy and Julie
Miller to the Board of Directors. I know both will bring
valuable insights to the organization. We have a strong association, with a diverse group of talented people who are
willing to donate their time and expertise to make our industry better.
We hope the state will be able to expand gaming in the future, which certainly would give us a boost in keeping pace
with neighboring states, but in the meantime we will continue to examine and create ways to strengthen our future
ourselves. We took steps to rebuild the horse population
in the state through several programs designed to promote
breeding and racing in New Jersey, such as the Standardbred
Development Fund and Renaissance Program, and added
new incentives to attract pacing stallions.

We want to hear from you in 2018. We are in this together.
Offer suggestions, opinions, advice, or even just ask questions if you want to better understand why things are done
a certain way. I’m proud of the work we accomplished this
year, but know there is still much work to be done. We will
The news from Election Day, however, was not all good. continue to strive for the best for our horsemen and horseState Sen. Jennifer Beck, a longtime advocate for racing and women in the year ahead.
the equine industry, lost her re-election bid. We thank Sen.
Beck for all her hard work and will miss her leadership and Mark Ford

WELCOME NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The Standardbred Breeders and Owners Association of
New Jersey’s annual Board of Directors’ meeting and election, at Freehold Raceway, resulted in some changes to the
board of directors.
In the breeder category, incumbent Stephen Dye III ran unopposed and was reelected.
The owner category had two incumbent directors, Bob Boni
and Dennis Lane along with newcomer Sam Landy running
for two open seats. The results determined that incumbent
Bob Boni and Sam Landy were elected to fill the two owner

director positions.
The driver/trainer category, also had two open seats available this election cycle. The nominees were incumbent
Mark Ford, newcomers, Julie Miller and Ray Baynes. Mark
Ford and Julie Miller were elected to fill the two driver/
trainer positions.
We congratulate all the elected 2017 directors and thank
those who took the time and effort to run for the open
positions.

VISIT TROTPAC.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION

64 Business Route 33
Manalapan, NJ 07726

Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey
64 Business Route 33, Manalapan, NJ 07726 Phone: 732-462-2357 Fax: 732-409-0741
Email: info@sboanj.com Website: www.sboanj.com
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New Jersey Sire Stakes
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