NEW JERSEY FARMS FARE WELL AT HARRISBURG SALE
Despite the decline in racing in the state of New Jersey, this year at the Standardbred Horse Sales Company’s yearling sale in Harrisburg, PA, yearlings that were
raised in the Garden State at local farms sold for over $8 million. Of the 180 New
Jersey raised yearlings sold at Harrisburg 94 of them had dual eligibility, meaning
that in addition to their sire eligibility they are also eligible to the Standardbred
Development Fund program in New Jersey.
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The top New Jersey Farm sellers this year were Concord Stud Farm with a total
of $3,667,000 and Fair Winds Farm Inc. with total sales of $1,588,500. These
totals are from yearlings sold that were raised in the state of New Jersey by the
respective farms. Concord Stud Farm sold hip number 32 Hey Jock the Muscle
Hill colt from the mare Sugar Wheeler sold for $400,000, which ended up being
the second highest purchase of the entire sale. They also sold, the New York and
New Jersey eligible hip number 769 Alarm Detector. The Chapter Seven colt out
of the mare Final Countdown, for $110,000. Fair Winds Farm Inc. joined the top
seller rankings in sessions one and two. In session one hip number 127 Dramatic
Point, the half brother to the champion colt Betting Line, a Somebeachsomewhere
colt out of Heather’s Western, sold for $260,000. Followed by hip number 221
Casual Cool, in session two, an American Ideal colt out of Sight To See, sold for
$165,000. Both colts for Fair Winds Farms are New York and New Jersey eligible.
2016 was an excellent sale for the two consignors, as well as their farm bred sales,
which lead all the consignors in cumulative average sales.
Walnridge Farms, White Birch Farms, Heritage Hill Farm and Deo Volente Farms
sold a combined 68 New Jersey raised yearlings. Walnridge Farms banked $816,000
with sales of their yearlings seven of which are eligible to the Standardbred Development Fund in New Jersey. White Birch Farms sold 28 dual eligible yearlings
of their total 29 New Jersey raised yearlings collecting $663,500. Heritage Hills
Farms accumulated $506,000 from the sales of their Garden State raised yearlings,
13 of which are Standardbred Development Fund eligible. Deo Volente Farms sold
a total of eight Jersey raised babies, one of which was New Jersey sired and four
eligible to the Standardbred Development Fund program for $277,000.
Other New Jersey farms selling Jersey raised yearlings were Joie De Vie Farms,
Pheasant Hill Farms, Holly Gate Farms, Southward Farms, Dreamland Farms, Birch
Creek Farms, Bayberry Farm, Stonegate Farms and Shadow Brook Farms. With the
uncertain future of standardbred racing in the Garden State, Jersey based farms
continue to produce and raise quality yearlings.

This year marked the debut of the Standardbred Development Fund Program. The program was introduced to promote breeding in the state of New Jersey. It is a dual eligibility
program where the foal is eligible to stakes races where the

makes win number three of five starts for Misqued, bred by
Steve Stewart of Kentucky. Rita Maid driven by Joe Bongiorno
finished second, while Jordan Stratton and Designated Drinker took third.
The two-year-old colt trot final was on Thursday (Oct 20)
with a total of seven entries. Driven by Pat Lachance, Backstage Pass left the gate from post position eight to wire the
field in 2:01 flat. He’s In The Game settled for second, while

Every Way Out and Joe Bongiorno,World Wide Racing Photo

sire is located as well as being eligible to the SDF races at
Freehold Raceway, when the mare meets the residency conditions. Resident mares in foal to sires outside of the state of
New Jersey must reside in the state for 150 days up to and
including the foal date. The SDF races included three legs and
one final with a purse of $35,000 for two year old eligible
pacers and trotters.

Pat Lachance with Backstage Pass,World Wide Racing Photo

Body Slam finished third.

A son of Donato Hanover, Backstage Pass now has eight wins
Freehold Raceway hosted two New Jersey Sire Stakes Stan- in ten starts this season. Bred by White Birch Farms, and
dardbred Development Fund Finals for two year old pacers, trained by Kevin McDermott, Backstage Pass has now earned
on Saturday October 8.
$71,300 in his rookie season. He paid $3.80 to win.
Race three on the Friday (Oct 21) card was the final for twoyear-old filly trotters. Ez Passer driven by Jeff Gregory got
away fifth to manage a second over trip behind Romancing
Rachel before pulling around her halfway through the last turn
stopping the clock in 1:58.0. Romancing Rachel finished second, while Southwind Prius came in third.
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The $35,000 final in the colt division was won by Every Way
Out. The Dylan Davis trainee made up for his miscue last
week in the second leg of the series winning in 1:56.2. Driven
by Joe Bongiorno the If I Can Dream colt notched his eighth
win on the season. Bred by Bulletproof Enterprise of Pennsylvania, Every Way Out has boosted his earnings to $171,655.
Deo Galileo just nosed out Sir Pugsley for second place.
The one to five favorite Misqued dominated the $35,000 final
in the filly division stopping the clock in 1:56.3. The If I Can
Dream filly trained by John Balzer won both legs and the final of the NJSS Standardbred Development Fund series. This
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Ez Passer has three wins in twelve starts. The Crazed, homebred filly has banked $75,308 this season for owner Joseph
Jannuzzelli of Manalapan, NJ. The Harder trainee paid $4.40
to win.

MUSCLE HILL COMES HOME

Muscle Hill will once again be standing stud in New Jersey. He will be returning to Southwind Farms for the 2017
breeding season.

2014 where he was at Marion Farms in New Hope, PA.

Muscle Hill has had an exceptional career as a stallion, he
has sired winners of over $11 million, which is a record for
trotting stallions. In 2016 alone he sired the Triple Crown
winner Marion Marauder, Breeders Crown winner Bar
Hopping, Yonkers International winner Resolve and multiple stakes winner Southwind Farnk. From just four crops
of horses that are racing age he is the leading money winning sire of 2-year-olds, 3-year-olds and all-age performers.
This year Muscle Hill’s yearlings where in high demand, topping both yearling sales. Tatical Landing selling for $800,000
at the Lexington Selected Sale and Story Time Hanover
sold for $410,000 at the Standardbred Horse Sale in Harrisburg. The average price for one of his yearlings in 2016
was an astounding $113,199.

For the first four years of his stallion career, the leading
trotting sire in the world, stood at stud at Southwind Farms
in New Jersey. His first year outside of New Jersey was in

The return of Muscle Hill to the state of New Jersey gives
new life to the sires stakes program and new hope to an
uncertain racing future.

ATTENTION PACING STALLION OWNERS

The SBOANJ will continue the stallion rebate program lion, as well as support New Jersey’s stakes programs.
for pacing stallions standing in New Jersey in 2017. If you

have a pacing stallion you wish to stand in the Garden The deadline for anyone wanting to stand a stallion in
State, the SBOA will rebate the paid stud fee of 50% New Jersey is January 1st. Registration forms are availto resident mare owners and 25% to non-resident mare able on the SBOANJ’s website. For more information,
owners. Hopefully this program will give you the oppor- contact the SBOANJ.
tunity to help get a full booking and promote your stal-

MEADOWLANDS REQUESTS SPONSORSHIPS
It has been no secret that the Meadowlands purse
account has been over paid by about $5 million.

to be built at the Meadowlands to help refund and
reestablish the purse account. With the referendum
failing this past November it is important for the fuWithout an alternative revenue stream to supple- ture of the Meadowlands that an alternate source
ment the purses Meadowlands owner and chairman of revenue is generated to help support our racing
Jeff Gural has reached out to horsemen, owners, industry
breeders and consignors to help sponsor some major stake races. Similar to the way Crawford Farms The Standardbred Breeders and Owners Associhas supported the Meadowlands pace for the past ation of New Jersey President Mark Ford and the
two years.
board of directors have agreed submit a sponsorship
to the Meadowlands in the amount of $25,000. These
It is clear that relying solely on revenue from con- are the kinds of sponsorships that the Meadowlands
ventional means, live, import and export handle on needs at this time. It is important that everyone do
the races, is not enough. The hope was that the casi- what they can in order to help the Meadowlands conno referendum would pass this year to allow a casino tinue to have a meaningful stakes program in 2017.

RACING DATES APPROVED FOR 2017
New Jersey harness racetracks finalized 2017 racing dates. The two harness tracks, Meadowlands and
Freehold Raceway were awarded a combined 186 race
dates for 2017.

The Meadowlands applied for and received a total of
91 live racing dates. The Meadowlands 2017 live racing season begins on January 6th with a post time of
7:15pm. The meet will continue through August 5th
racing on Friday and Saturday nights with a total of seven Thursday nights during the winter months. After a
short break at the end of the summer the Meadowlands will reopen on September 8th continuing with
the Friday and Saturday night racing cards through the
end of November. The last month of the year will include three nights of racing at the Meadowlands,Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights to close out the 2017
racing season. Visit playmeadowlands.com for a full
racing calendar.

This year Freehold Raceway applied for 90 live racing
dates for the 2017 racing season this was 20 less dates
than in 2016. However, after negotiations between
Freehold management and the SBOANJ, the New Jersey racing commission approved 95 live racing dates
for Freehold Raceway. The live racing meet will begin
on Thursday January 5, 2017, post time will be 12:30
pm. Freehold Raceway will be hosting live racing on
Thursday, Friday and Saturday afternoons from January 5th through March 25. Then beginning March 31st
through May 6th living racing will be held on Friday and
Saturday afternoons. Freehold will then be dark until
September 1st where they will continue to race live
on Thursday, Friday and Saturday afternoons with the
exceptions of a few dates. Live racing will be held on
Monday September 4th while there will be two dark
Thursdays one on September 7th and the other on
November 23rd. Visit freeholdraceway.com for a full
racing calendar.

2017
In an effort to incentivize breeding and boarding in gram. All applicants must provide the SBOANJ a copy
New Jersey, the SBOANJ announces the continuation of the breeding contract and proof of a paid stud fee.
in 2017 of the New Jersey stallion breeding rebate
program and the rebate program for resident mares. The resident mares program will rebate the owner
up to $500 for a mare who has been bred and resides
The stallion rebate program, for New Jersey pacing in the state for 150 days. The stallion does not have to
stallions only, will issue a 50% rebate of the paid stud stand in New Jersey. Owner must provide proof that
fee (up to $3,000) to the owner of a mare who resides the mare was bred and proof of residency.
in New Jersey for 150 days. A 25% rebate of the paid
stud fee (up to $1,500) will be paid to a non-resident There is a $100,000 cap for each program.
mare.
Forms for both programs will be on the SBOANJ
Stallions must be enrolled in the USTA STARS pro- website in the near future.

GAITWAY FARMS MEDICAL CLINIC
The Backstretch Community Assistance Program
(BCAP) and SBOANJ sponsored Medical Clinic, located at Gaitway Farms, is now open and accepting
patients. The Medical Clinic has been open every other Monday since September 26th; in that
time over forty patients have been seen.
Dr. Chris Samaha of
the BCAP has spearheaded the clinic and
said that “so far the
clinic has been very
successful, we are currently taking patients
by appointment as
well as walk-ins.”
The Medical Clinic is
free to all NJ Farm and training center: stable employees, trainers, second trainers, farm employees

and NJRC licensed horsemen. Centra State Hospital
Physicians, an RN and third year Rutgers University
Resident Doctors staff the BCAP and SBOA Medical
Clinic. The staff is available to provide free medical
attention to insured as well as un-insured patients.
The Medical Clinic can perform the following services free: checkups, acute illness, chronic illness, minor emergencies, lab work, continuance of care, referrals and much more.
The clinic will be open
on the following Mondays for the rest of
the year, December 19
from the hours of 12:15
pm to 4:15 pm. There
will be more dates announced in 2017. You
can schedule an appointment by calling
or texting Dr. Chris
Samaha of BCAP. His
phone number is 732740-5376 simply text or
leave a message with
the following information: your name, phone number,
date of birth, position (i.e. Caretaker, trainer etc.),
and reason for the appointment. Your will receive a
follow up message with a date and time with in moments. Walk ups are welcome based on availability.
No appointments are necessary for Health Screens.

2017 NJ STAKES RACES RENAISSANCE PROGRAM
The SBOA of New Jersey is pleased to announce
that the Dancer and Smith trotting races as well as
the New Jersey futurities will continue to be raced
in the future. In spite of a limited number of nominations, we believe we have an obligation to owners, breeders and trainers to provide them with an
opportunity to race in New Jersey, both now and in
the future.

The 2016 Renaissance rebate program made pay-

Unfortunately, the NJ Classic and Miss NJ are being
suspended until further notice. Careful consideration was given to this decision by both the Meadowlands and the SBOA. Hopefully, these races will
be restored in the future.

will make those mares eligible to the Standardbred

ments in November of $500 to resident mares who
bred to New Jersey sires. Resident mares who were
not bred to New Jersey sires will receive their payment in 2017, after the owner provides proof of foaling location via the USTA registration. The SBOANJ
Development Fund and make the payment of $100
to the New Jersey Sires Stakes in December. This
payment will be deducted from the rebates.

Yannick Gingras recently joined the

year Gingras had his best year to

Standardbred Breeders and Owners

date. In 2014 he was named driver of

Association of New Jersey board of

the year by the USHWA, won $16.5

directors in the driver/trainer cate-

million in purses, captured the lead-

gory. The past election held in Octo-

ing driving title at the Meadowlands,

ber 2016, members voted Gingras to

and won four Breeders Crown races.

the board replacing long time board

“It was just a dream year where ev-

member Jacqueline Ingrassia.

He

brings with him 16 years of experience driving standardbred horses.

Yannick Gingras

erything went right for me,” he proclaimed.

kers Raceway driving colony in 2001.
Since leaving his hometown in Can-

As a new addition to the board of

Yannick has lived in Allentown, NJ

ada to pursue his driving career in

directors, Yannick brings with him a

with his family for the past seven

the US he has won over 6,000 races,

new perspective on many issues. He

years. The New Jersey resident is

drove some of the best horses in the

hopes to help the board better the in-

originally from Sorel, Quebec, a town

industry, won many of the most pres-

dustry for all horsemen. One change

about 30k northeast of Montreal.

tigious races in harness racing, as well

he would like to see going forward

Growing up on a family farm where

as being named driver of the year in

is to work on attracting a younger

they stabled around twenty horses

2014.

generation to the industry. “We have

at a time, Yannick learned the ins and

to find ways to get the young crowd

outs of the horse business. Following

Of all his career accomplishments to

out to the races, make it fun for them

in his father and grandfather’s foot-

date the most memorable moment

and make sure they come back.” He
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Crown in 2013 with the world re-
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was so good that night and the way
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he’s about, tough as nails.” The next

point of view to the mix.

FOR THE LATEST SBOANJ NEWS “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK!

Dear Members

We saw many positives in our personal interactions with
the general public and in our dealings with state legislators and we plan to build on these relationships.

As the year comes to an end, it is time to look back at
some of the events of 2016, but more importantly look
forward to what we can do as an organization in 2017. We also will continue to work to reinvigorate the horse
We must remain proactive in pursuing our ultimate goals population in New Jersey through programs designed to
of protecting and strengthening our industry.
promote racing and breeding in the state, such as the
Standardbred Development Program and Renaissance
Following the disappointing, but not unexpected, defeat Program. And we remain dedicated to offering viable
of November’s statewide referendum to allow for the healthcare options and programs for all our horsemen
expansion of casino gaming to northern New Jersey, the and horsewomen despite rising costs in those areas.
SBOANJ is researching alternative revenue sources to
enhance racetrack purse accounts. This is no easy task, I think we have a strong association as we head into
with many potential obstacles ahead, but we will explore 2017. We have a diverse group of talented individuals
all possible avenues to financially strengthen racing in that are willing to donate their time and share their exNew Jersey.
pertise because they want to do the right thing and help
the horse industry. We might not agree on all things, but
While we did not have the resources to overcome a people are participating and presenting new views and
multimillion-dollar anti-casino campaign, funded largely angles. I’m very optimistic because of that.
by casino operators in neighboring states, we are proud
of our grassroots effort to bring our message to the We want to hear from you in 2017. We are in this togethresidents of New Jersey. Representatives of the SBOANJ er. Offer suggestions, opinions, advice, or even just ask
and TrotPAC, our official political action committee, at- questions if you want to better understand why things
tended numerous events and meetings with legislators are done a certain way. We will never be able to please
throughout the year and will continue to do so in the everyone, but our officers and board are committed to
future. We also will continue to work with our lobbyists the best interests of the industry as a whole.
at Advocacy & Management Group Inc. as well as public relations firm MWW to remain visible and have our There is no doubt that the road ahead will be difficult,
voice heard.
but I think we are heading in the right direction.
This has been a learning experience for all of us, but we Mark Ford
will not abandon ship now just because times are tough.

Thank You For Your Service Jacqueline Ingrassia
After 25 years as the only woman to serve as a director of the SBOANJ, Jacquie Ingrassia was narrowly defeated in the
October board of director’s election. During her tenure with the association, Jacquie was chairwoman of the pension
committee for many years and was very active with the health insurance program, always working
hard to get the best possible benefits for the horsemen and women of New Jersey. Jacquie also
served on the benevolent committee and was dedicated to working with the committee to help
those in need. We would like to thank Jacquie for her hard work and dedication throughout the
years and wish her continued success in the future.

64 Business Route 33
Manalapan, NJ 07726

Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey
64 Business Route 33, Manalapan, NJ 07726 Phone: 732-462-2357 Fax: 732-409-0741
Email: info@sboanj.com Website: www.sboanj.com

Officers

Directors

Racetrack Rep

Mark Ford
President

Stephen P. Dey III VMD

Linda Goss

Mark Mullen
First Vice President

Yannick Gingras

Bookkeeper

Robert Boni
Second Vice President

Michael Klau
Dennis Lane

Important
Phone Numbers
New Jersey Sire Stakes
609-292-8830

Polly Hartzell

Insurance Coordinator
Maritsa Quijada

Christopher Ryder
Third Vice President

Thomas F. Luchento

Michael Gulotta
Treasurer

Publicity Consultant

Richard Meirs VMD

Courtney Stafford

Anthony Romano
Secretary

Anthony Perretti

Alfred Ochsner Jr.
Interim Executive
Administrator

Thomas Pontone
Paul Wojtowicz

Harness Horsemen
International
609-747-1000

License/Fingerprint
NJ Racing Commission
Trenton—609-292-0613
Freehold — 732-462-3800
Meadowlands—201-460-4137
NJ Trailer Ban—NJTP
800-336-5875

