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President’s Letter

SBOANJ President
Mark Ford

Dear Members,

I am proud to announce that as New Jersey contin-
ues to recover from the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
New Jersey Legislature passed the Fiscal Year 2021 
budget which included a $15 million appropriation 
to help support the New Jersey horse racing in-
dustry.

Fortunately, with the help of the Legislature and 
the Governor’s support in the FY21 budget the in-
dustry will be able to more immediately and effec-
tively recover, since we as an industry were forced 
to close and reduce operations due to the pandem-
ic beginning in March.

I want to thank Governor Murphy, Senate Presi-
dent Sweeney, Speaker Coughlin and Budget Com-
mittee Chairs, Assemblywoman Pintor Marin and 
Senator Sarlo, for acknowledging the importance 
of the purse appropriation. SBOANJ is thankful for 
their leadership on this issue. Beyond making NJ 
a competitive state with surrounding states’ purse 
appropriations, the money this year will be espe-
cially impactful for the state’s economic recovery.

I would also like to thank all of our members that 
took the time to reach out to their local legislators 
in support of the importance of the appropriations 
on the 2021 budget, your voices were heard.

We remain committed to working alongside the 
Legislature and the Murphy administration to en-
courage the preservation and growth of the horse 
racing industry and its prestigious rank among 
American pastimes.

In other good news Parx Sportsbook is now open 
at Freehold Raceway.  After months of delay sports 
betting is now available at Freehold Raceway.

Recently, the harness racing community lost a 
great horseman Harold Kelly, 85.  Mr. Kelly was 
on or near the top of the driver’s standings at Free-
hold, from the mid-1950’s through to the mid-
1990’s, winning his first of several driving titles at 
the central New Jersey oval in 1960. 

Mr. Kelly’s best season for winners was 1987 when 
he collected 292. His best year for earnings came 
in 1988 when he drove horses that won an aggre-
gate of $1.96 million.

In lieu of flowers, his family would be honored for 

memorial contributions to be made in his memory 

to the Christian Harness Horsemen’s Association, 

Attn: Chaplain Lee Alphen, 157 North Main St., 

Salem, NH 03079.

Freehold Raceway commemorated him by taking 
him around the track one last time, photo below.  

Mark Ford
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SBOANJ DIRECTOR SAM LANDY RINGS 
NYSE OPENING BELL

LANDY RELEASES NEW JERSEY 
HARNESS RACING VIDEO

UMH Properties President and CEO Sam Landy ran the New York 
Stock Exchange’s opening bell on August 25, 2020 to celebrate a 
new Fannie Mae loan product for manufactured housing communi-
ties. Representatives from UMH Properties, Wells Fargo and Fannie 
Mae participated in the ceremony alongside Landy in commemora-
tion of the first-of-its-kind loan.

The loan, which was arranged by Wells Fargo, facilitates UMH’s ac-
quisition of communities with vacancies that might normally cre-
ate problems for underwriting community loans. This new loan’s 
flexibility will allow UMH Properties to upgrade communities and 
offer more options for residents. The agreement allows for a mix 
of UMH-owned rental units and land leases for residents who site 
their own homes. This more flexible loan allows UMH Properties to 
make acquisitions, reduce vacancies and maintain a mix of land lease 
sites and home rentals tailored to local market conditions.

“Our recent credit facility with Fannie Mae and Wells Fargo under-
scores our collective effort in providing quality affordable hous-
ing through manufactured home communities,” said Landy. “We 
are honored to commemorate this commitment with Fannie Mae 
and Wells Fargo Bank by ringing the Opening Bell at the New York 
Stock Exchange.”

Fannie Mae has a statutory “Duty to Serve” manufactured housing, 
including a specific responsibility to develop innovative loan prod-
ucts. The combination of a low interest rate and flexibility under this 
new Fannie Mae loan is a critical innovation that will allow UMH 
Properties to offer manufactured home units at affordable rents and 

finance new home purchases for buyers in their communities.

UMH Properties is a public equity real estate investment trust 
founded in 1968 that owns and operates a portfolio of around 
23,200 homesites in 123 manufactured home communities nation-
wide. UMH has received a number of  honors from MHI, including 
Retail Sales Center of the Year Award, 2019 Interior Design Award 
and 2018 Operator of the Year Award. Last year, for the fourth con-
secutive time, UMH received MHI’s Land-Lease Community of the 
Year Award. These awards recognize UMH Properties’ long-term 
commitment to innovation and advancement of the manufactured 
housing industry, and dedication to providing quality, affordable 
housing. 

Not only is Sam Landy the President of UMH Properties, but he is a 
vital member of the New Jersey racing community.  He is currently 
a director on the Standardbred Breeders and Owners Association 
of New Jersey’s board.  He owns the New Jersey training center 
Congress Hill and he and his wife Laurie lead the nonprofit pro-
gram helping individuals with special needs called Special Strides.  
He is also the founder of the 
Open Space Pace at Free-
hold Raceway.  The SBOANJ 
congratulates Mr. Landy on 
these momentous occasions 
and thanks him for his com-
mitment to the New Jersey 
racing program.

Growing up in the horse industry, Harry Landy always wanted to 
create a project that supports the world of harness racing, and that 
is exactly what he did.

Landy and 4bi9 media produced an amazing video highlighting 
harness racing in New Jersey.  With 4bi9’s slogan “LET US TELL 
YOUR STORY”  in mind the video tells more than just Harry 
Landy’s story.

“I believe there are so many more stories that need to be told in 
harness racing and 4BI9 is the way to move our sport to a broader 
audience. I hope you enjoy the video” said Harry Landy.

View the video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eu4h6lBE2fo



FUTURITY #55 WINNERS

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic win photos have not been available at Freehold Raceway.

COMMON SENSE S 
EQUALS TRACK RECORD 
IN GARDEN STATE TROT

3YO HOMEGROWN PACE WINNERS

KASHA V WINS 3YO GARDEN STATE TROT

Common Sense S equaled the track record for 3-year-old trotting 
fillies at Freehold Raceway on Friday (September 11), winning the 
Garden State Trot by 21 1/2 lengths. 

Driver Ake Svanstedt sent her out to the front early on, leading 
the four-horse field in the early going. Ab’sattitudeexpress, an im-
pressive Sire Stakes winner two weeks ago, kept her honest. She 
stayed right on her heels while drafting in the pocket, as Common 
Sense set fractions of 28.0, 57.0, and 1:26.2.

As they rounded the final turn, George Brennan pulled Ab’satti-
tudeexpress off the pylons, and it looked like she’d give Common 

Sense a challenge. However, she broke stride, leaving Common 
Sense all alone on the lead. From there, Svanstedt’s filly crossed 
the wire well out in front, stopping the clock in 1:55.2.

For Common Sense, it was her second win in a row, having won 
here last week. Her time matched the track record, previously set 
by Bee Line during the 2006 New Jersey Sire Stakes. Ake Svanst-
edt also trains and co-owns the winner with SRF Stable.

Never Late Kait, Alyvia Deo, and Ab’sattitudeexpress rounded out 
the order of finish. There was no wagering offered on the race.

The division for colts and geldings went to JK Lucky Charms, who 
avenged his defeat in the New Jersey Sire Stakes- Standardbred 
Development Fund final last week with a 1-3/4 length victory in 
1:55.1. Todd McCarthy was the winning driver, for trainer Brett 
Pelling. Pelling Racing co-owns with 3 Brothers Stables.

The division for fillies was dominated by JK Finendandy, who won 
by 6-1/2 lengths in an impressive 1:54. She made the lead easily 
from post five and cruised around the track, winning as much the 
best. Jenn Bongiorno is the winning trainer, for owners Mark Gra-
ber, Jacob Graber, Loren Schmucker, and Brookside Stables. Joe 
Bongiorno was the winning driver.

Kasha V won his third in a row at Freehold, winning the Garden 
State Trot for 3-year-old colts and geldings. Austin Siegelman put 
him on the lead early and he encountered no challenges as he 
strolled under the line 1-3/4 lengths in front for owner Theologos 
Moutafis and trainer Tom Corelli.

Kasha V, also won the $25,000 New Jersey Futurity for 3-year-old 
trotters.

Siegelman had Kasha V in the pocket in the early stages, then re-
took the lead after the quarter. Barley inched up closer, prompting 
Kasha V to brace for the challenge of his favored rival. As they 
turned for home, Barley went off stride, sealing the deal for Kasha 
V. From there, he cruised to the line five lengths in front, winning 
in 1:58.

The SBOANJ sponsored 2-year-old Futurity #55 for trotters 
was held on October 16, 2020 at Freehold Raceway.  The purse 
for the filly division was $25,000, while the colts division was 
$30,000.

Spruce Creek won the filly division for New Jersey based trainer 
Ron Coyne.  Driver George Brennan cruised home with Spruce 

Creek in 1:59.4 posting her third career win.  Awesome Trix 
was a close second.

Jim Marohn Jr. drove Muscle Dynasty to take the colt division of 
the Futurity in 2:01.2 for trainer Paula Wellwood.  The Muscle 
Hill colt notched his third career win.  Narzario was second with 
Bee Forever coming in third.
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JK FINENDANDY WINS 3YO FILLY PACE 
NJSS SDF FINAL AT FREEHOLD

AB’SATTITUDEXPRESS WINS 3YO FILLY 
TROT NJSS-SDF FINAL AT FREEHOLD

ROCKIN THE GATES WINS 3YO COLT 
PACE NJSS-SDF FINAL AT FREEHOLD

JK Finendandy proved her big win last Saturday was no fluke, 
as she won the final of the New Jersey Sire Stakes- Standard-
bred Development Fund for 3-year-old filly pacers this Sat-
urday (September 12) at Freehold Raceway.

She won her division of the second leg last week by an im-
pressive 5 1/2 lengths. Off that win, she was the 1/5 fa-
vorite. Leaving from the inside post, Joe Bongiorno got her 
to the lead after a quarter-mile, after sitting second early 
on. She encountered steady pressure from Caviart Heather 
as they rounded the third turn and neared three-quarters, 
but JK Finendandy shook off that challenge and drew off. She 
cruised under the wire 2 1/4 lengths in front, stopping the 
clock in 1:54.3. 

This marks her second win in a row, and of her career, and 

puts her earnings over the $140,000 mark. She’s owned by 
Mark and Jacob Graber, Loren Schmucker, and Brookside 
Stables, trained by Jenn Bongiorno, and driver Joe Bongior-
no. The Bongiornos teamed up for another win in the next 
race, scoring in the eighth race with Hot Deuce.

Git Go got second at 25/1, while Caviart Heather held well 
after her wide trip and was third. 

Earlier in the card, the second leg of the NJSS-SDF for 3-year-
old colt and gelding pacers was held. JK Lucky Charms got 
the victory there, holding off a surge from Rock N Teen to 
win by 3/4 of a length. He’s now won both legs of the NJSS-
SDF series, for owner 3 Brothers Stables and Pelling Racing, 
trainer Brett Pelling, and driver Todd McCarthy. His final 
time was also 1:54.3.

An anticipated clash between two top trotting fillies on Friday 
afternoon (September 18) at Freehold Raceway saw Ab’satti-
tudexpress win the final of the New Jersey Sire Stakes- Stan-
dardbred Development Fund for 3-year-old trotting fillies by 
two lengths.

The Lucas Wallin trainee won the first leg of the series on Au-
gust 28 by 6 3/4 lengths, then broke stride in the Garden State 
Trot last week. In that same race, second leg winner Common 
Sense S equaled the track record for 3-year-old trotting fillies 
at Freehold. Off that win, Common Sense S was 4/5 in the 
final, while Ab’sattitudexpress was the second choice.

Leaving from post one, driver George Brennan took Ab’satti-
tudexpress straight to the lead, and forced Common Sense S 
into the pocket. Nearing the three-quarter point, Ake Svanst-
edt took Common Sense S outside and made a bid for the lead, 
but Ab’sattitudexpress repelled the challenge and drew off for 
the win. The final time was 1:56.3.

On the year, she’s now earned over $150,000, and won four 
races, for owners Stop the Jade Farm. Earlier in the season, 
she won the final of the New Jersey Sire Stakes at the Meadow-
lands, and has continued her good form at Freehold.

Rockin the Gates scored a 26/1 upset in the New Jersey Sire 
Stakes- Standardbred Development Fund Final for 3-year-old 
pacing colts & geldings. He sat in the pocket early off leader 
Rock N Teen, then stormed on in the stretch to get up by a 

length. He went the mile in 1:54.4, for his first win of the 
year. Pat Berry was in the bike, for trainer Steve LeBlanc, 
who co-owns with Glenn Dyke and Doug Johnson.
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SBOANJ STATEMENT ON HORSE 
RACING INTEGRITY ACT

OUTRIDERS ARE NECESSARY IN 
HARNESS RACING

The Standardbred Breeders and Owners Association issued 
the following statement to its constituents with respect to 
the recently-introduced Horseracing Integrity and Safety 
Act of 2020:

The Standardbred Breeders and Owners Association of New 
Jersey is aware of the recently introduced Horseracing In-
tegrity and Safety Act and welcomes collaboration among 
all horse racing participants.

The SBOANJ supports all efforts to address the safety and 
welfare of all Standardbreds.

The Standardbred breed of horse is unique, as is Standard-
bred racing, and the SBOANJ is hopeful that consideration 
will be given to those aspects when final legislation is pro-
posed.

The Standardbred Breeders and Owners Association of New 
Jersey want to remind all owners and breeders that you must 
be a current member and have a W9 on file in order to qualify 
for all breeder and sired awards.

Also, as stated in the USTA stakes guide, all owners must be 

current members of the SBOANJ to be eligible to participate 
in all SBOANJ sponsored races.

For more information visit sboanj.com or call the office at 
732-462-2357.

SBOANJ IMPORTANT REMINDER 
TO OWNERS AND BREEDERS

The picture to the right, taken at Freehold Raceway, is a 

perfect example of why outriders are so important to have 

on site while racing. 

If driver Steve Smith did not have an outrider to turn to for 

help, the result of this incident could have been scary for 

both horse and driver.  The outrider was able to help Smith 

safely settle his horse and return to the track unscathed. 

Thankfully no horses or people where harmed during this 

incident due to the quick actions of the outrider.
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SBOANJ INSURANCE 
OPEN ENROLLMENT

In January of 2019, the appropriations bill passed in the Legislature and was signed 
by the Governor on February 4, 2019.  This law appropriated $20 million for five 
fiscal years to the New Jersey Racing Commission for the horse racing industry, 
divided equally between the Thoroughbreds and Standardbreds.  Funding for the 
3rd year appropriation has been approved for the 2021 budget year. TrotPAC will  
continue to work with legislators to retain their support for the appropriation 
funding. TrotPAC is dedicated to insure the long-term viability of the New Jersey 
Standardbred racing and breeding industry. However, due to the cancellation of 
our annual golf outing, which has been the main source of revenue, we are asking 
members to please help and send a donation if you are able.  Thanking you in ad-
vance for your continue support.

BCAP MEDICAL CLINIC 
AT GAITWAY FARM 
RETURNS IN OCTOBER

2020 SBOANJ ANNUAL 
MEETING NOVEMBER 16 

The BCAP free medical clinic opened on Monday, October 5, 2020 at Gaitway 
Farm.  The Free medical clinic is available to all NJ farm and training center 
stable employees, trainers, second trainers, farm employees and NJRC licensed 
horsemen.  

The BCAP medical clinic is staffed by Centra State Hospital Physicians, and RN 
and 3rd year Rutgers University Resident Doctors.  The staff is available to pro-
vided free medical attention to insured as well as un-insured NJ horsemen.

All patients must make an appointment, there will be no walkups this year.  
Please call when you arrive outside the clinic and wait until instructed to enter.  
Face masks/ face coverings must be worn at all times within the clinic.

To make an appointment call or text Chris Samaha at 732-740-5376.  For more 
information visit sboanj.com and click on the BCAP tab.

The Standardbred Breeders and Owners Association of New Jersey’s annual 
meeting will be held on November 16, 2020.   This year due to the COVID-19 
pandemic the meeting will be held via zoom, more details to come.  All board 
of directors up for reelection ran unopposed this year.  Therefore, Stephen 
Dey will continue to represent the breeders, Mark Ford and Julie Miller will 
continue to represent the drivers and trainers, and Sam Landy and Robert 
Boni will continue in the owner category.

2020 
Medical 
Clinic at
Gaitway Farm

Clinic Dates

Monday, November 2 

Monday, November 16 

Monday December 7 

Hours of operation:

12:20 – 4:00pm

Open  Enrollment  is  now until  December  

6.    If  you’re  thinking of signing up for 

health insurance for January 2021, open 

enrollment applications are available at 

sboanj.com.
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Please contact the SBOANJ office if you have a 
service you would like to offer.

Vendor Discount 
Participants

horze.com • 877-647-4422
Storefront at the 

Meadowlands Racetrack

playmeadowlands.com • 201-460-4079
1 Racetrack Dr. 

East Rutherford, NJ  07073

embroideryunl.com • 508-485-5522 
449 Boston Post Rd. East Ste #5, 

Marlborough, MA 01752

732-780-1295
91 Highland Ridge Rd.  

Manalapan, New Jersey 07726

609-223-0421
1 Allison Way 

Allentown, NJ 08501

freeholdraceway.com • 732-462-3800
130 Park Avenue 

Freehold, NJ 07728

pantanonursery.com • 732-786-8503 
145 Freehold Rd. 

Manalapan, NJ 07726

 Shop online @ saddlesource.com 
732-446-4330

29 Park Ave.
Englishtown, NJ 07726

282 Rt 539 
Cream Ridge, NJ 08514 

dillsfeed.com • 732-462-2251
263 Throckmorton St. 

Freehold, NJ 07728

NEW JERSEY 
HORSEMEN SHINE 
IN 2020

Driver Yannick Gingras celebrates after 
taking the $1 million North America 
Cup with the Nancy Takter trainee Tall 
Dark Stranger.  This was the first time 
that Yannick Gingras, a native of Canada, 
has won this race.

Driver Andrew McCarthy pi-
loted Venerate to win the first 
ever Mohawk Million at Wood-
bine Mohawk park for train-
er Julie Miller.  Andy Miller 
Stable Inc. also co-owns the 
2-year-old colt.

Driver Dan Dube 
cruises across the wire 
with Stormy Kromer 
in 1:54.4 to set a new 
track record at Freehold 
Raceway, for trainer 
Paul Stafford.

Andrew McCarthy enjoys a moment with Ramona Hill after their Hambletonian 
win.  The 3-year-old filly is trained by New Jersey’s own Tony Alanga, as is the 
2-year-old Metro Pace winner Exploit driven by Doug McNair.

New Jersey based trainers Chris Ryder and Tony Alagna celebrate winning the Lit-
tle Brown Jugette and Jug.  Party Girl Hill won the Jugette for trainer Chris Ryder 
and driver Dexter Dunn.  Joe Bongiorno steered Captain Barbossa to the winners 
circle for Tony Alagna.
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