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MEADOWLANDS TO 
INCREASE PURSES

The Meadowlands is announcing a tiered 
purse increase ranging from $500 to $2500 
across the board, boosting Big M purses to 
the highest in the Northeast for virtually all 
of the money condition classes along with 
very competitive purses for the claimers. 
The increases are included in the purses on 
the upcoming condition sheet for April 2 & 
3.

Capitalizing upon the influx of 3 year-olds 
as they prepare for their regional stakes, 
the purses for the NW X Races types have 
been bumped to a substantially higher level 
banking on the idea that those horses will 
have an increased presence in the entry box 
over the next six weeks and give our horse 
playing audience some inviting fresh faces 
to handicap.

There are several components that have 
helped to build The Meadowlands brand to 
the level at which it currently stands. The 
sport’s best colony of drivers hang their 
tack at The Meadowlands where the finest 
track surface on the continent, meticulous-
ly groomed to ensure that racing will go on 
safely even under adverse conditions, and 
the constant vigil to exclude cheating train-
ers and provide a level playing field have 
provided our customers the best product 
possible upon which to wager.

The resulting robust handle on the product 
thus far this season, along with over $1 mil-
lion in purse revenue from sports betting 
added by Jeff Gural, the generosity of our 
many sponsors whose contributions help to 
defray the considerable cost of the stakes 
program and the grant of $4.5 million di-
rected to overnight racing from the state 
of New Jersey have combined to fuel this 
purse increase.

It is our hope that despite increased com-
petition from the reopening of other tracks 
in the region, the purse increase will aid 
in attracting enough horses to allow The 
Meadowlands to continue to offer the same 
number of races with large fields that have 
resulted in the increased handle.

The new condition sheet reflecting the 
purse bump is available on The Meadow-
lands website.
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SIEGELMAN, FUSCO CLINCH 
FREEHOLD 2020 MEET TITLES

SBOANJ FORMS SPECIAL TASK 
FORCE COMMITTEE

• Continuing negotiations with Freehold 

   on Sports Betting Agreement

• Consideration of possible Fixed Odds Wagering 

   being conducted at New Jersey racetracks

BURKE AND GINGRAS TAKE THE 
MEADOWLANDS 2020 DRIVER 
TRAINER TITLES 

Yannick Gingras came from “off the pace” to best Dexter Dunn 
in the hotly contested battle for top driver at the Meadowlands 
meeting that came down to Saturday’s Hambletonian Day card.
 

By winning three races Friday and 
four more Saturday, Gingras overcame 
Dunn’s 82-79 lead in the standings 
entering the final weekend of racing. 
After Dunn won the final race of the 
meet – with 19-1 shot Starvin Marvin 
– he stood one behind Gingras, who 

won the title by a count of 86 to 85. Gingras and Dunn also fin-
ished 1-2 in money earnings.

 Ron Burke, the winner of 12 consecutive 
national trainer titles, topped the Big M 
trainer colony in wins with 50. Nancy Takter 
was the leading money-earning trainer. She 
had just over $1 million in earnings heading 
into Hambo Day.
 

Leading owners at the meeting were Pollack Racing LLC and 
Jeffrey Cullipher.

Over the past few months, Austin Siegelman has emerged 
as the top driver at Freehold Raceway. After finishing fifth 
in the standings in 2019, Siegelman looked to build on his 
performance in 2020.

During Freehold’s Summer/Fall meet, 
Siegelman took off. He won 72 races 
from 331 drives in that stretch, the 
most of any driver. Perhaps his best 
stretch came between Nov. 27 and 
Dec. 4, when he won 13 races over 

three race days. He won at least four races eight times 
during the summer/fall portion of the season.

Eric Abbatiello finished second in the race, with 45 wins. 
Jim Marohn Jr. was third with 43 wins, followed by Vinny 
Ginsburg in fourth, with 37 victories.

In the training department, Paul Fusco led the way among 
trainers during the meet. He won 18 races from 131 start-
ers. Brandon Mongiello was second with 16 victories, Bill 
MacKenzie was third with 15 triumphs.
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MEADOWLANDS 10 YEARS LATER

SUPERBOOK COMING TO NJ VIA 
MEADOWLANDS DEAL?

It was just 10 years ago that The Meadowlands was teetering on 
the brink of extinction. The State of New Jersey no longer want-
ed to be in the harness racing business and the possibility of the 
track shutting down was genuine. That’s when Jeff Gural and his 
investors stepped in to save the flagship venue of Standardbred 
racing.

Business was poor, maybe not by industry standards at the time, 
but clearly — as compared to now — betting was anything but 
bustling. In 2011, average handle during January was $2,149,062. 
During February, that number was $2,077,952. During 2021, 
those numbers were $3,398,125 and $3,430,923, respectively, 
to represent an increase of $2.6 million per weekend.

Gural opened New Meadowlands Racetrack in 2013 with a fresh 
new look built to accommodate the betting public. Five years 
later, in 2018, sports betting came in the form of the FanDuel 
Sportsbook, and that facility became the most prolific of its kind.

Another factor in The Big M’s resurgence came during 2019, 
when Gov. Phil Murphy and The New Jersey State Legislature 
provided economic stimulus to New Jersey’s racing industry. By 
raising purses, Meadowlands management was able to offer a 
highly competitive purse structure.

The increased purses have enabled The Big M’s race office to of-
fer full fields and 13 races when racing takes place every Friday 
and Saturday night.

The first quarter of 2021 at the mile oval – which concluded last 
Saturday (March 27) – has been one not seen in at least 10 years.

Thus far in 2021, there have been 25 programs that have seen 

341 races contested. The total handle of $81,192,515 computes 
to an average handle per card of $3,247,700, good for a per race 
of $238,101.

Those numbers were far better than just one year ago, when 
2020 saw an opening quarter of 21 nights (four were lost 
due to COVID-19) and 276 races account for total action of 
$55,149,060, which averaged out to $2,626,145 per night and 
$199,815 per race.

When you make the comparison to 10 years ago, the differences 
were even more staggering.

That year – 2011 – nightly business averaged $2,280,293 and 
the per race was $186,723, excellent on the current national 
harness racing scale, but a huge 28 percent less than the action 
seen this year at the industry’s handle leader.

During 2011, the first quarter saw one night where $3 million 
was bet. Last year, the magic number was bested twice during 
January, February and March, but so far this year, action has al-
ready busted the $3 million barrier a remarkable 16 times.

Highest single handle of the quarter? Not surprisingly, 2021 has 
it by a lot, at $4.56 million, followed by 2011’s $3.09M and 
2020’s $3.06M.

“Thanks to the help of Gov. Murphy and the State Legislature, 
The Big M will once again be turned into a valuable asset, a spar-
kling facility that is full of life,” said Settlemoir

That appears to be accurate, given the number of choices a pa-
tron has when they arrive at the facility.

The third and final Meadowlands Racetrack mobile sports bet-
ting brand partnership — or “skin” — is getting closer to being 
determined.

Track owner Jeff Gural told NJ Online Gambling Tuesday that 
it’s his intention that the skin go to SuperBook, the brand name 
of the iconic sportsbook that is part of the Westgate Las Vegas 
Resort & Casino near the north end of the city’s “Strip.”

“It’s a good addition for us, given what a big name they are in Las 
Vegas,” said Gural, who added that the book would go into op-
eration pending approval from New Jersey Division of Gaming 
Enforcement regulators.

Gural said last week that “sports betting has saved the day” for 
harness racing’s iconic racetrack, adding that the Meadowlands 
Racetrack otherwise “might be closed.”

Sports betting has added a minimum of $1 million to purses for 
the harness racing season, and Gural said that number could rise 
depending on the fluctuations of the business.

The combination of FanDuel’s brick-and-mortar and online 
sports betting operation as well as PointsBet’s app produced a 
staggering $206.5 million in revenue in 2020, accounting for 
more than half of the state’s $398.5 million — compared to 
$25.4 million for Monmouth Park and its betting partners.
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DANCER BILL EXTENDING TIME TO 
COLLECT HORSE RACE WINNINGS
Accounting for the impact of Covid-19 on horse racing 
tracks, the Assembly advanced Assemblyman Ron Dancer’s 
bill extending the time to cash in winning parimutuel tickets 
to a year, rather than six months. Parimutuel is the type of 
wagering done at New Jersey’s racetracks, in which the to-
tal amount bet is paid out to winners in proportion to their 
wagers.

“Horse racing, like New Jersey’s other industries, has been 
affected by the pandemic and related restrictions. When the 
governor ordered ‘non-essential’ businesses to close and told 
people to stay at home to slow the spread of the coronavirus, 
there was just no way people could cash in their outstanding 
parimutuel tickets,” explained Dancer (R-Ocean). “The pub-

lic health emergency warrants extending the time people can 
collect their winnings.”

Dancer’s bill (A5078) allows parimutuel tickets purchased 
between September 16, 2019 and the end of the current pub-
lic health emergency to be claimed and payable for one year 
after the end of the emergency. Additionally, unclaimed cash 
vouchers issued or purchased since March 16, 2017, would 
be payable for one year after the end of the public health 
emergency.

Following passage in both the State Assembly and Senate on 
March 25, the bill goes to the Governor, who has until May 
9th to sign into law.

2021 NEW JERSEY STALLIONS
PACERS

AMERICAN HISTORY..............................$5,000

CATTLEWASH...........................................$7,500

LAZARUS N.............................................$10,000

MYSTERIOUS MOMENT....................PRIVATE

NUTCRACKER SWEET........................PRIVATE

PHILOS HANOVER.............................PRIVATE

SHEPARD ONE................................... PRIVATE

TROTTERS

HAMMER TIME.......................................$2,000

MUSCLE HILL......................................PRIVATE

PROPULSION............................................$9,500

SIX PACK.................................................$10,000

TACTICAL LANDING..............................$15,000

WALNER...................................................$20,000

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  v i s i t  s b o a n j . c o m  a n d  v i e w  t h e  s t a l l i o n s  p a g e .

BIG M RETAINS FIVE STONES 
INTELLIGENCE TO CLEAN UP 
HARNESS RACING
With the Harness Racing Integrity Act still in development, Jeff 
Gural, the president of The Meadowlands, has retained the ser-
vices of Five Stones Intelligence, Inc. to help maintain the in-
tegrity of the sport at all Gural properties including Vernon and 
Tioga Downs.

“Our goal is to maintain a level playing field,” said Gural. “Train-
ers using drugs may be welcome to race at other tracks, but 
not at my properties.” The Meadowlands is taking a “no excuses” 

approach and is currently working with the FBI and the US At-
torney’s office to uncover the use of illegal medications.

Jeff Gural offers thanks to The Jockey Club, The Red Mile and 
the Standardbred Owners and Breeders Association of New Jer-
sey for their partnership and funding.

Any tracks interested in joining the effort may e-mail Jason Set-
tlemoir at Jsettlemoir@playmeadowlands.com
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MEADOWLANDS 2021 NJSS SCHEDULE

2021 SBOANJ SPONSORED RACES

UPCOMING FREEHOLD 2021 NJ STAKES

DATE DAY TRACK EVENT PURSE

26 - JUN SAT MEADOWLANDS HOME GROWN 2CP $40,000

26 - JUN SAT MEADOWLANDS HOME GROWN 2FP $40,000

6 - AUG FRI MEADOWLANDS GARDEN STATE 2CT $60,000

6 - AUG FRI MEADOWLANDS GARDEN STATE 2FT $60,000

10 - SEPT FRI FREEHOLD GARDEN STATE 3FT $50,000

18 - SEPT FRI FREEHOLD GARDEN STATE 3CT $50,000

25 - SEPT SAT FREEHOLD HOME GROWN 3FP $40,000

25 - SEPT SAT FREEHOLD HOME GROWN 3CP $40,000

1 - OCT FRI FREEHOLD NJ FUTURITY 3CT $25,000

1 - OCT FRI FREEHOLD NJ FUTURITY 3FT $25,000
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FREE
Medical 
Clinic at
Gaitway Farm
The Backstretch
Community Assistance 
Program (BCAP) 
offers the following 
services at no charge 
for all licensed 
horsemen in NJ:
• Counseling Program
• Health Programs
• Education Program
• Recreation

The Medical Clinic is 
located next to Barn 
17 at Gaitway Farm.  
2021 Dates Coming 
Soon.

TrotPAC trustees continue to support many political leaders during these 
uncertain times to help ensure the long term viability of Standardbred rac-
ing  and  breeding  in  New  Jersey.  Recently, the trustees participated in a 
political fundraiser for Senator Stephen Sweeney and a dinner meeting with 
Senator Paul Sarlo.   TrotPAC really appreciates  all the support it received 
this past year especially the generous financial donations.  Without  these  
contributions,  TrotPAC would not be able to preserve the political position 
it currently has.  Your help keeps our industry’s needs at the forefront of im-
portant government officials.  

2 5 T H  A N N U A L

SAVE THE DATE JULY 6, 2021 

JOIN US FOR A PAR-TEE

KNOB HILL GOLF CLUB 
1 SHINNECOCK DRIVE

 MANALAPAN, NJ

Putting Contest, Longest Drive Contest, Prizes, Free 
Drinks, Lunch & Dinner Buffet.  Contact the SBOANJ 
office at 732-462-2357 to reserve your spot.  Sponsorship 
packages available.  All proceeds to benefit TrotPAC and 
the Horseman’s Benevolent fund.
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Please contact the SBOANJ office if you have a 
service you would like to offer.

Vendor Discount 
Participants

horze.com • 877-647-4422
Storefront at the 

Meadowlands Racetrack

playmeadowlands.com • 201-460-4079
1 Racetrack Dr. 

East Rutherford, NJ  07073

embroideryunl.com • 508-485-5522 
449 Boston Post Rd. East Ste #5, 

Marlborough, MA 01752

732-780-1295
91 Highland Ridge Rd.  

Manalapan, New Jersey 07726

609-223-0421
1 Allison Way 

Allentown, NJ 08501

freeholdraceway.com • 732-462-3800
130 Park Avenue 

Freehold, NJ 07728

pantanonursery.com • 732-786-8503 
145 Freehold Rd. 

Manalapan, NJ 07726

 Shop online @ saddlesource.com 
732-446-4330

29 Park Ave.
Englishtown, NJ 07726

282 Rt 539 
Cream Ridge, NJ 08514 

dillsfeed.com • 732-462-2251
263 Throckmorton St. 

Freehold, NJ 07728

President’s Letter
Dear Members,

First, I would like to say how thankful we are to be in the position 
we are in today verses last year. The star t of 2020 a number of 
harness and thoroughbred trainers were indited for drug related 
charges, COVID – 19 pandemic was in full force, racing hauled in 
the state, the SBOA Golf Outing was canceled and the future of 
harness racing in New Jersey was uncer tain.

Now here we are a year removed from all the chaos that the 
COVID-19 pandemic created and things seemed to be moving 
in the r ight direction for our industry as a whole.  The SBOANJ 
and BCAP are helping to provide NJ horsemen with COVID-19 
vaccinations.  As state restr ictions star t to loosen and the vaccine 
becomes more readily available harness racing is str iving.  The 
Meadowlands has repor ted the handle has topped the $4 million 
mark on more than one Saturday night so far this year.

The Meadowlands Owner Jeff Gural has also taken major str ides 
to redeem harness racing after the black eye that ensued with all 
the drug related indictments.  We commend Mr. Gural and the 
Meadowlands Racetrack for retaining Five Stones Intelligence to 
clean up harness racing and for assembling a task force focusing 
on the perception of practices while on the racetrack.  These are 
just a few things that will help harness racing cleanup its repu-
tation.

I am very pleased to announce the date of the SBOANJ’s annual 
golf outing as Tuesday, July 6, 2021.  The golf outing is the main 
source of revenue for the SBOANJ benevolent fund and TrotPAC 
to help attend impor tant political functions necessary to keep our 
industry in the forefront of the lawmakers that help decide our 
well being and suppor t the state racing appropriation funds.

With everything that we endured this time last year I am hoping 
that New Jersey harness racing returns to a more normal year of 
racing in 2021. 

Mark Ford
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