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2021 BREEDERS CROWN
Thanks to efforts of the Hambletonian Society, 
The SBOANJ and The Meadowlands Racetrack, 
the Breeders Crown returned to New Jersey in 
2021 with record handles.

4th Quarter Marketing was hired by the Stan-
dardbred Breeders & Owners Association of 
New Jersey and the Hambletonian Society to 
help secure broadcast rights and coordinate 
sponsorship activations for the events.  

The year-end championship series was televised 
on two separate networks for a total of six hours. 
There was 3½ hours of coverage on Fox Sports 
2’s (FS2) national feed, plus, there was a 2½-
hour telecast on the regional network SportsNet 
New York (SNY), which is the home of the New 
York Mets. 

Total Wagering for the 2-day event was 
$7,372,478, which established a new Meadow-
lands record and exceeded the previous 2016 

wagering by nearly $1 million.

3YO & Up Breeders’ Crown winners:
Test Of Faith - David Miller - Brett Pelling
Felicityshagwell S - Ake Svanstedt - Ake Svanstedt
Perfect Sting - David Miller - Joe Holloway
Bella Bellini - Dexter Dunn - R. Nifty Norman
Jujubee - Andrew McCarthy - Greg Wright Jr.
Rocknificent - Scott Zeron - Linda Toscano
Ecurie D DK - Ake Svanstedt - Ake Svanstedt

2YO Breeders’ Crown winners:
Rebuff - Tim Tetrick - Lucas Wallin
Niki Hill - Dexter Dunn - Chris Ryder
Joviality S - Brian Sears - Marcus Melander
Monte Miki - Scott Zeron - Mark Evers

Our local New Jersey based trainers and drivers 
proudly represented the state in just about every 
division, with the combinations winning all but 
one of the events.  It seems as though it pays to 
train and race in New Jersey!

CHARITY CHALLENGE 
EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
 The 2021 Breeders Crown Charity Challenge 
presented by the Libfeld-Katz Breeding Part-
nership exceeded expectations this year and 
raised a total of $409,225.

Four tri-state charities benefited from the Chal-
lenge that ran July 2 through Breeders Crown 
night one on Friday (Oct. 29). Driver Grand 
Circuit points, online voting and onsite vis-
it bonus points were tallied to award the first 
through fourth spots.

The John Theurer Cancer Center and Team 
Dexter Dunn captured the top spot by a slim 
three point margin and earned $134,050.

Coming in second place and earning $84,500 
was Special Olympics NJ behind a strong social 
media push by Team Tim Tetrick.

The enCourage Kids Foundation and Team Da-
vid Miller finished in third place. Meadowlands 

Racetrack CEO Jeff Gural and his wife Paula 
generously matched the third place donation 
winnings giving the enCourage Kids Founda-
tion $119,450.

The New Jersey Pandemic Relief Fund and 
Team Yannick Gingras finished the Challenge in 
fourth place, earning $59,725.

A total of $10,000 was also donated personal-
ly by Marvin Katz to the Woodhill Community 
Center in Lexington, Ky., on behalf of the Lex-
ington Selected Yearling Sale for their support 
of the Charity Challenge initiative.

To date $812,591 has been raised for local orga-
nizations in need through the Breeders Crown 
Charity Challenge, created in 2019 to help host 
tracks forge a bond with their regional commu-
nities while also highlighting the benevolence of 
the harness racing industry.



PERFECT STING BOOK FULL 
AND CLOSED STANDING IN NJ

The 2021 SBOANJ annual meeting was held via zoom and 
streamed live on the SBOANJ’s Facebook page. 

The election results were announced: Chris Ryder and Linda 
Toscano in the driver/trainer category, Mike Gulotta and Rich-
ard Meirs VDM in the breeder category, and Thomas Pontone in 
the owner category.  All directors ran unopposed this year.

Each chair member gave a brief summary of what 2021 brought 
to their committee.  

Mike Klau reported that 2021 breeding in New Jersey increased 
from previous years.  He credited some of the rise in numbers 
to the exceptional year  Walner’s offspring had their first year 
hitting the race track.

Mike Gulotta reported that the Finance  Committee has contin-
ued to be happy with the results from the finance and pension 
firm the SBOANJ currently works with.  He also stated that the 
NJSS purse increases have really boosted the program from pre-
vious years. 

Anthony Romano announced that there are 210 members on 
the SBOANJ insurance up 14 from 2020.  He discussed the 
Medicare Advantage Program for members 65 years and old-
er.  He also spoke of insurance rate increases in 2022.  Insurance 
rates have not had an increase in the past 14 years.

View the entire meeting on the SBOANJ Facebook page. 

Perfect Sting, the undefeated Dan Patch champion at 2 and 
Breeders Crown champion at both 2 and 3, will enter stud in 
2022 and stand at Deo Volente Farms in Flemington, N.J. His 
initial fee has been set at $10,000.

Perfect Sting’s stud career will be managed by Brittany Stallion 
Management, which, many might recall, managed the careers of 
two of the greatest sires of the modern era, Valley Victory and 
Artsplace.

Brittany Stallion Management is pleased to announce that the initial 
book for first-year stallion Perfect Sting is full and closed for the 
2022 season. 

Perfect Sting retires to stud with career earnings of $1,808,147 and 
was never off the board his entire career. In 26 starts he posted 17 
wins, 8 seconds and 1 third.

There are several key factors leading to the horse’s popularity, not 
the least of which is his pedigree. Perfect Sting is by the co-fastest 
pacer ever, Always B Miki (1:46) and from the fastest sophomore 
pacing filly ever, Shebestingin (1:47).  

This year at 3 he lowered his career race record to 1:48.1 and 
finished first or second in the C$1 million North America Cup, 
$700,000 Meadowlands Pace, Little Brown Jug, Tattersalls Pace, 
Cane Pace, Hempt Memorial and Breeders Crown.

Standing in New Jersey allows Perfect Sting’s foals eligibility to a 
revitalized New Jersey Sire Stakes program. An additional $3 mil-
lion-plus will be pumped in from Meadowlands gaming revenue 
that will allow for increased purses and the resumption of the New 
Jersey Classics for 2- and 3-year-olds.

Call For Stallions
If you are interested in joining the successful New Jersey program 
and wish to stand a stallion in New Jersey, forms can be found on 
the SBOANJ website.  The deadline is February 15th.Perfect Sting and his connections at Deo Volente Farms.
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WATCH THE SBOANJ ANNUAL 
MEETING ON FACEBOOK
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New Jersey bred trotters were a hot commodity for owners this 
year.

Trotting champion Atlanta’s fulls sister, In Italian, a filly by Chap-
ter Seven out of Hemi Blue Chip was the opening day sales top-
per bringing $750,000 for consignor Concord Stud Farm and 
breeder Order by Stable.  Brad Grant was the winning bidder.

Also on the trotting side, Manchego’s full sister, Swanky Ha-
nover, by Muscle Hill out of Secret Magic sold for $700,000.  
Purchased by Jeffery Snyder, the filly was bred and consigned by 
Hanover Farms.

Third on the best-sellers list was trotter Craft Made, a son of 
Walner out of Woodshopper, who was purchased for $610,000 
by Determination stable. The New Jersey eligible colt was bred 
by Fair Winds Stable and consigned by Preferred Equine Mar-
keting. He is a half-brother to Grand Circuit winner and Penn-
sylvania Sire Stakes champ Fashionwoodchopper.

Two more Muscle Hill offspring, Lord Bridgerton and Deface-
ment, brought $530,000 and $500,000 respectively and will be 
trained by local New Jersey trainers.

The SBOANJ was also present at the Harrisburg Sale.  Execu-
tive Administrator Al Ochsner had a booth at the event, passed 
out important information on New Jersey racing, and answered 
questions about the resurgence of the NJSS program.

NEW JERSEY BRED YEARLINGS AMONG 
TOP SELLERS AT HARRISBURG SALE

The 47th Annual Legacy Awards Reception presented by 
In Thyme, to celebrate The Ghermezian Family and The 
Breeders Crown Family, was held on Thursday, October 
28, 2021.

Every year the Meadowlands Chamber pays tribute to 
those who have had a positive impact on the Meadowlands 
economy.

This year the Chamber honored The Ghermezian Family, 
for bringing the American Dream Entertainment and Re-
tail Center to the Meadowlands.

A special tribute was also given to The Breeders Crown 
Family; the coalition of horse people and organizations in 
New Jersey who have worked so hard to keep our sport 
flourishing and returning the Breeders Crown Champion-
ship Series to the New Meadowlands. 

The SBOANJ and the Hambletonian Society were honored 
for their efforts to return the Breeders Crown to New 
Jersey.

THE 47TH ANNUAL LEGACY 
AWARDS RECEPTION CELEBRATES 
THE BREEDERS CROWN FAMILY

Al Ochsner, Robert Boni, Linda Toscano and Jason Settlemoir receive 
the award on behalf of the Breeders Crown Family
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GRACE HILL WINS HOMEGROWN PACE
Grace Hill  captured the Homegrown Pace for 3-year-
old f i l l ies at  Freehold Raceway. On September 25, 
the favor ite, owned by Tom Hill  and trained by Nifty 
Norman, won by 3/4 length in 1:53.2.  Dr iven by 
George Brennan.  

JM’s Finaltreasure was an easy winner of the Re-
naissance Pace for 2-year-old colts and geldings. Joe 
Bong iorno early pace and was never in ser ious dan-
ger of g iving up the lead. He cruised under the wire 
a 1-1/2 length winner, stopping the clock in 1:53.4. 
The winner is  owned by Burke Racing Stable LLC, 
Weaver Bruscemi LLC, J&T Silva-  Purnel & Libby 
and Phil l ip Collura, and trained by Ron Burke.

The Homegrown for 3-year-old colts and geldings 
drew a f ield of four, was won by Imag inary Line, who 
won gate-to-wire, in 1:53.1. Bong iorno once again 
had the winning dr ive, for owners Rober t Weinstein, 
Joshua Graber and trainer Jenn Bong iorno.Grace Hill won the Homegrown Pace for 3-year-old fillies at Freehold 

Raceway Saturday. World Wide Racing Photo.

NIKI HILL REIGNS SUPREME IN 
SPARKLING THREE DIAMONDS
Niki Hill and driver Dexter Dunn proved again was is the 
best in the 2-year-old filly pacing division by commanding 
the win in the $359,450 Three Diamonds on Saturday (Nov. 
20) at the Meadowlands. The time for the mile was 1:50.4.

Niki Hill began her path to victory with Treacherous Dragon 
following and Dont Fence Me In going first up as the half was 
clocked in :55.4.

It was all Niki Hill from there. The Always B Miki juvenile 
began to draw away around the second turn, easily dismissing 

Dont Fence Me In and eating real estate in the stretch with a 
three-quarters in 1:24.2 and an unchallenged win by 1-3/4 
lengths in 1:50.4. Treacherous Dragon held for second and 
Don’t Fence Me In was for show.

Trainer Chris Ryder said, “[Dexter] asked her for some kick 
in the stretch, just spoke to her briefly, and he said she had 
plenty left. She just took off; whenever he asked her, she just 
gave him more.”

Ryder expected a big mile out of her in the Three Diamonds, 
even though she had a skin problem the last two weeks. 
“Sometimes that can knock a horse,” he said, “but she’s a 
champion. It’s so rewarding when you get a horse like this. 
She’s done so much for us and I can’t say enough good about 
her.”

Tom Hill of the United Kingdom owns Niki Hill. She has 
earned $904,556 this season, winning nine of 10 starts She 
paid $2.20 to win.

Niki Hill with driver Dexter Dunn
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Assemblyman Ron Dancer, who sponsored the legislation 
to save the future of New Jersey horse racing by autho-
rizing the lease of the Meadowlands racetrack and Mon-
mouth Park to the private sector, has been honored with 
the Rutgers Equine Science Center’s “Spirit of the Horse” 
award in recognition of his contributions to New Jersey’s 
horse industry.

“Horses have always been a part of my life and I am hon-
ored to be able to give back to the equine industry, not 
only because it has been so impactful personally, but also 
because it is such an important part of New Jersey’s iden-
tity,” Dancer (R-Ocean) said.

Dancer is the son of the late famed harness horse rac-
ing driver Stanley Dancer and professionally raced and 
trained harness horses from 1968 through 1998. He has 

served on the boards of numerous equine organizations, 
including the Standardbred Breeders and Owners Associ-
ation of New Jersey, the New Jersey Department of Ag-
riculture’s Sire Stakes, the U.S. Trotting Association, and 
the New Jersey Racing Commission.

As a lawmaker since 2002, Dancer has worked to ensure 
the sustainability of the equine industry. His legislation 
constitutionally dedicated revenues from sports wagering 
to horse racing purses. Additionally, Dancer was chairman 
of the USTA’s racing helmet safety research and develop-
ment committee that established a standard of safety for 
the manufacture of drivers’ helmets.

Dancer’s award was presented virtually at the center’s 
annual Evening of Science and Celebration on Thursday, 
Nov. 11.

The New Jersey Futurity races for 3-year-old trotters 
were held as non-betting races before the start of the 
pari-mutuel card. Soot Hanover won the division for 
colts and geldings, for owner Nick Clegg, trainer Scott 

DiDomenico, and driver George Brennan. The division 
for fillies went to Limoges, for owner Dreamville Stable, 
trainer Taylor Gower, and driver George Brennan.

3-YEAR-OLD GARDEN STATE 
TROT WINNERS

2021 NJ FUTURITY WINNER

Hot As Hill won the $50,000 Garden State Trot for 3-year-

old fillies. Off an impressive win in the first leg of the New 

Jersey Sire Stakes- Standardbred Development Fund series, 

Hot As Hill was the odds-on choice. She delivered on her 

promise, winning by 3/4 of a length in 1:56.4.

 

The winner is owned by Burke Racing Stable, Knox Ser-

vices Inc, and J&T Silva- Purnel&Libby, and trained by Ron 

Burke. She’s now won seven times from 26 starts, with 

earnings of over $190,000.

Soot Hanover, trained by Scott DiDomenico for owner Nick 

Clegg, won the 3-year-old colt Garden State Trot crossing 

the line 3/4 of a length in front.  George Brennan was the 

winning driver.

DANCER HONORED BY RUTGERS
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FREE Medical 
Clinic at
Gaitway Farm
The Backstretch Community 
Assistance Program (BCAP) 
offers the following services at 
no charge for all licensed
horsemen in NJ:
• Counseling Program
• Health Programs
• Education Program
• Recreation

TrotPAC trustees continue to attend many political leaders’ fundrais-

ers during these uncertain times to help ensure the long-term viabili-

ty of Standardbred racing and  breeding in  New  Jersey.  Recently, the 

trustees participated in political fundraisers for Assemblyman Louis 

Greenwald, Assemblyman Eric Houghtailing, Assemblyman Ronald 

Dancer, Assembly Speaker Craig Coughlin, Assembly Majority Lead-

er Louis Greenwald, Assemblywoman Eliana Pintor Marin.  TrotPAC 

really appreciates all the support it received this past year, especially 

the generous financial donations.

Currently, TrotPAC is in the process of updating the 2021 reporting 

information for the five-year state appropriation money.  In addition, 

preparing an update to the Horse Industry Economic Impact Study 

to show the importance of the horse industry and racing to the state.

COVID 19 BOOSTER SHOTS 
Monday’s, Wednesday’s 
and Friday’s at 597 Park 
Avenue in Freehold
10:30 to 3:00 pm. 
No appointment necessary. 
Bring your vaccination card 
and ID.

2022 CLINIC DATES 
COMING SOON!

The Medical Clinic is 
located next to Barn 17 at 
Gaitway Farm.

GAITWAY FARM 
REDEVELOPMENT
The Manalapan Township Committee voted to allow warehouse and sports 
complexes on the property currently occupied by Gaitway Farm, one of 
New Jersey’s main training facilities.  The approval now allows warehouses 
to be built on the property and there has been an interest by a developer 
to do so.  

The township planning consultant, Jennifer Beahm, explained that the 
plan relies on voluntary development or sale of the property by the own-
er.  Beahm stated that “if the owner of Gaitway Farm does not want to sell, 
they do not have to do so.”  Officials and observers said that it is unclear 
what the farm owners want to do.

Anyone interested in more information visit the sboanj website or call 
Executive Administrator Al Ochsner at 732-462-2357. Additional infor-
mation will be released as it becomes available.



7Please contact the SBOANJ office if you have a service you 
would like to offer.

Vendor Discount 
Participants

horze.com • 877-647-4422
Storefront at the Meadowlands Racetrack

playmeadowlands.com • 201-460-4079
1 Racetrack Dr.  East Rutherford, NJ  07073

embroideryunl.com • 508-485-5522 
449 Boston Post Rd. East Ste #5, Marlborough, MA 01752

732-780-1295
91 Highland Ridge Rd.  Manalapan, New Jersey 07726

609-223-0421
1 Allison Way Allentown, NJ 08501

freeholdraceway.com • 732-462-3800
130 Park Avenue Freehold, NJ 07728

pantanonursery.com • 732-786-8503 
145 Freehold Rd.  Manalapan, NJ 07726

 Shop online @ saddlesource.com • 732-446-4330
29 Park Ave. Englishtown, NJ 07726 282 Rt 539 Cream Ridge, NJ 08514 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER
I am proud to report that 2021 was a very 
successful year for breeders, owners and 
trainers in New Jersey thanks to the hard 
work of our SBOANJ Board, our Legisla-
tors and our many hard-working members 
and associates.

The Harrisburg sale saw record numbers for 
New Jersey yearlings sold which profited 
not only the breeders, but the farm owners 
and the industry as a whole.  The addition of 
the Breeders Crown winner Perfect Sting to 

our stallion ranks adds a top pacing sire to our already expanding pacing stallion 
register while there is no argument that our trotting stallions are the best in the 
country.

We are currently working on plans to offer more incentive programs for New 
Jersey breeders and owners.  I am sure that many of you found these rewards a 
pleasant surprise when you received your checks in the mail.

Purses for the New Jersey Sire Stakes have been raised significantly and this year 
the introduction of the New Jersey Classic series by the Meadowlands for New 
Jersey-sired horses.

Through the combined hard work of the Hambletonian Society and the SBO-
ANJ we were able to offer the Breeders Crown races at The Meadowlands 
which accounted for a record-breaking handle.  The event also included the 
2021 Breeders Crown Charity Challenge which raised over $812,591 since its 
inception in 2019, an amazing amount of money earmarked for local organi-
zations.

We are getting back to being New Jersey Strong but we still need your help.  We 
ask that you fill out the surveys for the economic impact study which is needed 
to prove the importance of the horse industry to the state economy.  Please 
consider a donation to TrotPAC, our political organization which represents our 
interests in Trenton.  The change in the political landscape now requires us to 
reach out to new politicians so that we can educate them on our business.  And 
as always, race local.

Wishing you a safe and prosperous New Year.

 Mark Ford

dillsfeed.com • 732-462-2251
263 Throckmorton St. Freehold, NJ 07728

SBOANJ President
Mark Ford
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