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SBOANJ & BCAP
HELP VACINATE NJ
HORSEMEN
The SBOANJ and BCAP are committed
to protecting New Jersey horsemen by
ensuring they have access to safe and effective COVID-19 vaccines.

These two events were made possible
through the continued and committed
partnership of the SBOANJ and BCAP
to vaccinate a total of 600 New Jersey
horsemen to help stop the spread of
On March 15, 2021 300 New Jersey train- COVID-19.
ers, drivers, and grooms received the
Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine Anyone still interested in receiving a
during a vaccination event in Manalapan. vaccine, CentraState Hospital will be
The event was a coordinated effort led hosting a walk-up clinic for vaccination
by BCAP’s very own Chris Samaha and in the wellness center (building with the
hosted by Gaitway Farm. The logistics gym). For further information please
and coordination of this event were made call Dr. Chris Samaha at 732-740-5376.
possible by the effective collaboration of
BCAP, SBOANJ, CentraState Hospital,
and Gaitway Farm.
On March 29, 2021, the collaborated
efforts of BCAP, SBOANJ, CentraState,
and Gaitway Farms hosted a second vaccination event for New Jersey horsemen
to receive the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine.
Their diligent efforts allowed another
300 horsemen to receive a vaccination
shot.
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IZZY DEMSKY, SPRUCE CREEK WIN
LADY SUFFOLK DIVISIONS

Each of the two divisions of the Lady Suffolk trot at Freehold
Raceway on Saturday (May 1) featured an odds-on favorite. In In the second division, Ron Burke trainee Hot As Hill was the
both cases, the odds-on favorite went down in defeat, as Izzy overwhelming 2/5 favorite in the field of seven. However, while
Demsky and Spruce Creek prevailed in their respective divisions on the lead at the three-eighth point, she made a costly break.
While Joe Bongiorno quickly got her back trotting, she was
parked on the outside and lost precious ground.
Julie Miller-trained Alpine, with driver Andy Miller, inherited the
lead as a result, and turned for home with the lead. However,
15/1 longshot Spruce Creek, who was rated on the pylons the
whole way by Dan Dube, stormed up the outside late to win by 2

Izzy Demsky with Mattias Melander. Photo Vicki Wright - World Wide Racing Studios

In the first division, Illuminata, for trainer/driver Ake Svanstedt, was the 3/5 favorite in the seven-horse field. Izzy Demsky, a
three-time winner in the Excelsior A series last summer, was 7/2.
Svanstedt put Illuminata on the lead early as she cruised through
fast fractions. Although she looked clear turning for home, she
grew leg-weary in the last eighth, and Izzy Demsky surged by her
tired rival to win by two lengths in 1:58.4.

Dan Dube and Spruce Creek. Photo Vicki Wright - World Wide Racing Studios

1/2 lengths, in 1:58.
Izzy Demsky is owned by Courant Inc, trained by Marcus Meland- Spruce Creek is owned by Robert Don and Yolanda Fellows,
er, and driven by Mattias Melander. In her career, she’s now won and Erna Corbeil, and trained by Ron Coyne Jr. She’s now won
four times from nine starts, with earnings of over $50,000.
four times from eleven career starts, with earnings of more than
$60,000. Three of those wins have come at Freehold.
Jula Shines On, also trained by Svanstedt, got up for second, while
Illuminata was third. The Queen B, Victoriana, Just Joshing, and Alpine, Insured Am S, Move Over Some, Hot As Hill, Presto, and
Lilybet completed the order of finish in the first division.
Big Sky Suprise rounded out the order of finish.

INCOMMUNICADO WINS DEXTER CUP

Off an impressive win in last week’s elimination, expectations gras got him to the lead and the inside at the opening quarter,
were high for Incommunicado in Saturday’s $115,583 Dexter trotting that split in 28 2/5 seconds.
Cup final at Freehold Raceway. He lived up to all of them, cruising to an impressive 3 1/2 length win.
Incommunicado slowed things down in the second quarter, trotting the opening half-mile in 58 4/5 seconds, but soon encountered first-over pressure from Believer. Believer moved up to
Incommunicado’s throatlach around the third turn, but Incommunicado held firm and would not let his rival by. Turning for
home, he pulled clear and left his rivals in the dust. The final
time was 1:56 3/5.
Incommunicado is owned by Knutsson Trotting Inc, Little E
LLC, Arthur Geiger, and David Stolz, and trained by Ake Svanstedt. He made waves last year by sweeping the Massachusetts Sire
Incommunicado with driver Yannick Gingras. Photo Vicki Wright - World Wide Racing Studios Stakes at Plainridge Park, winning the final by 17 1/4 lengths.
Subsequently, he was second in the Matron at Dover Downs by
Just like he did in his elimination, Incommunicado drew post half a length. For his career, he’s won six times from twelve
position seven in the field of eight.That did not deter the betting starts, with earnings of more than $250,000.
public, who made him the 3/5 favorite.
Sunny Crockett, Fifty Ways, Ambassador Hanover, Believer,
At the start,Yannick Gingras immediately pushed the gas pedal, Chapolier, Credit Con, and Share the Wealth completed the orsending his drive up to the front. Without much trouble, Gin- der of finish.
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FIXED ODDS WAGERING IN NJ?

Fixed Odds Wagering could be the latest form of gambling
in the state of New Jersey. Right now there is legislation
moving through both the Senate and Assembly that would
authorize fixed odds wagering on horse races.

industry, but stresses it should only move forward once
all parties involved have had the opportunity to conduct a
thorough review of the impact the legislation will have on
the industry.

However, the SBOANJ found certain provisions of the legislation that need further clarification along with proposed
recommended changes to provisions in the bill that alter
the historical distribution of funding to purse accounts.

The SBOANJ has two critical concerns regarding the legislation that must be resolved before the we can fully support
it. The two issues surround the allocation of funds to the
purse accounts and a proposed guarantee indemnification.

What is Fixed-Odds Wagering? Fixed-odds wagering is commonly referred to as a form of wagering against odds offered by a bookmaker, an individual, or on a bet exchange.
It involves betting on an event in which there is no fluctuation on the payout. This is different than, pari-mutuel
betting, which is the only form of betting currently allowed
on horse racing in New Jersey. In pari-mutuel betting, the
player buys a ticket on the horse he wishes to back. The
payoff to winners is made from the pool of all bets on the
various entries in a race, after a deduction of an operator’s
commission and tax.

There is a risk that fixed-odds wagering will cannibalize
pari-mutuel wagering. This is a new form of wagering available in only a small number of international jurisdictions
with limited data available to determine how this will benefit the horse racing industry in the USA.

To simplify the differences between Fixed Odds Wagering
and the traditional Parimutuel wagering, Fixed Odds pays
off on the odds given when the bet is placed with no variance. Parimutuel bets can pay off higher or lower than the
odds indicated when the bet is placed.

The SBOANJ is proposing a provision that would create
an obligation amongst the permit holders of fixed-odds
wagering to “underwrite” a minimum contribution to the
purse account.
The request of this method is to ensure our economic solvency and believe those permit holders should have no objection to underwriting this “risk” if they are confident in
their position.

The SBOANJ believes any shortfall from the target contribution to the purse account should be the liability of all the
While Fixed Odds Wagering would be a new form of wa- permit holders in proportion to their gross revenues.
gering in North America, it has been offered in the United
Kingdom and Australia and New Zealand as well as parts of
Europe, for some time.
The SBOANJ is supportive of the concept of fixed-odds
wagering as a source that can bring more revenue to the

NEW JERSEY BREEDERS ANNUAL

AWARDS LUNCHEON SET FOR JUNE 16TH
The New Jersey Equine Advisory Board, the New Jersey Sire
Stakes, and the Standardbred Breeders and Owners Association of New Jersey will hold the Annual Awards Luncheon on
Wednesday, June 16, 2021, at the Horse Park of New Jersey.

and Thoroughbred horse of the Year, SBOA Breeder of the
Year, NJSS Horse of the Year, Bell Scholarship, Agriculture
Achievement Awards, and Horse Park of NJ Volunteer of the
Year.

The awards presentations will begin at 4:00 pm at the Horse A light lunch will be served compliments of the SBOANJ, Dr.
Park of New Jersey, 626 Route 524 in Allentown, New Jer- Karyn Malinowski, and Stella Almeida prior to the awards.
sey. Awards include Horse Person of the Year, Standardbred
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MAY WAS MARVELOUS AT BIG M
One year ago, with the COVID-19 pandemic continuing its million and an increase of at least $500,000 over the corregrip on not only harness racing, but all aspects of life as we sponding programs from two years ago. Five programs saw the
once knew it, it was scary to think what might happen to the increase exceed $1 million.
game.
“What can you say?” said Settlemoir. “Saturday handle in May
Remarkably, the sport has seen a resurgence as coronavirus averaged almost $4 million a night ($3.993 million). The 50restrictions have slowly eased. In fact, last weekend (May 28- cent Pick-4 and 20-cent Pick-5 were over $100,000. The 2029) was the first since March 7 of last year to see The Mead- cent Pick-6 handled over $31,000 on Saturday (May 29) withowlands at full capacity.
out a carryover. The GSY Amateur Series races handled over
$293,000 on race one and $286,000 on race five, respectively,
“One year ago, there was no racing due to the pandemic,” said on Friday (May 28). Our racing has been spectacular and evtrack Chief Operating Officer and General Manager Jason Set- erything we do right now is getting an enormous response
tlemoir. “Perhaps we will look back years from now and might from the horseplayers around the world.”
say May of 2021 was the comeback from the pandemic. And a
month for the record books.”
Total handle during May was $32.9 million, good for an average
per card of $3,664,022. The average per race was $274,801.
The increases seen during the nine May programs over the When compared to the same month in 2019, total wagering
comparable race cards from 2019 are startling.
was up $9.7 million, average handle increased $1 million and
the average per race was $74,875 higher.
The month started strong as Saturday (May 1) saw the second-highest total handle of 2021 as $4,451,363 was pushed “Standardbred racing is rolling right now,” said Settlemoir.
through the windows, an incredible $1.8 million more than “Handle at The Meadowlands is blowing up and Woodbine Mowas bet on the corresponding 2019 program. Saturday’s aver- hawk Park is getting ready to resume and everyone is excited
age per race of $342,412 was a yearly high.
about that. On Sunday (May 30) night, Hawthorne, Northfield
and Philadelphia all saw wagering of over $1 million. It’s an
All nine race cards during May saw wagering of more than $3 exciting time for the sport as we roll into the stakes season.”

NJSS 3 YEAR OLD FINAL WINNERS
BELTASSIMA

TRIXTON - BELTANE HANOVER

NEVERENDINGPROJECT
GREAT VINTAGE - PROJECT TERROR
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REALLY FAST

MUSCLE HILL - STUBBORN BELLE

FIKA TIME

SUNFIRE BLUE CHIP - RAIDERS FAVORITE

2021 SBOANJ SPONSORED RACES
DATE

DAY

TRACK

EVENT

PURSE

26 - JUN

SAT

MEADOWLANDS

HOME GROWN 2CP

$40,000

26 - JUN

SAT

MEADOWLANDS

HOME GROWN 2FP

$40,000

6 - AUG

FRI

MEADOWLANDS

GARDEN STATE 2CT

$60,000

6 - AUG

FRI

MEADOWLANDS

GARDEN STATE 2FT

$60,000

10 - SEPT

FRI

FREEHOLD

GARDEN STATE 3FT

$50,000

18 - SEPT

FRI

FREEHOLD

GARDEN STATE 3CT

$50,000

25 - SEPT

SAT

FREEHOLD

HOME GROWN 3FP

$40,000

25 - SEPT

SAT

FREEHOLD

HOME GROWN 3CP

$40,000

1 - OCT

FRI

FREEHOLD

NJ FUTURITY 3CT

$25,000

1 - OCT

FRI

FREEHOLD

NJ FUTURITY 3FT

$25,000

MEADOWLANDS 2021 NJSS SCHEDULE

DATE

DAY

AGE SEX

DATE
5/1

DAY
SAT

AGE
SEX
3
F

2021 Stakes Schedule
GAIT
RACE

PURSE

4/24
SAT
3
C
TROT Dexter ‐ Elims
$40,000 e
UPCOMING
FREEHOLD
2021
NJ
STAKES
2021
Stakes
Schedule
5/1
SAT
3
C
TROT Dexter ‐ Final
$130,000 e
8/27
4/24
8/28
5/1
9/3
5/1
9/3
8/27
9/4
8/28
9/4
9/3
9/10
9/3
9/10
9/4
9/11
9/4
9/11
9/10
9/17
9/10
9/18
9/11
9/18
9/11
9/18
9/17
9/24
9/18

FRI
SAT
SAT
FRI
SAT
FRI
SAT
SAT
FRI
FRI
FRI
SAT
SAT
SAT
FRI
FRI
FRI
SAT
SAT
SAT
FRI
FRI

3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
2
3
3

CF
CF
F
CF
F
CF
CF
CF
C
F
CF
C
CF
O
F
C

GAIT
TROT
TROT
PACE
TROT
TROT
TROT
PACE
PACE
TROT
TROT
TROT
PACE
PACE
PACE
TROT
TROT
TROT
PACE
PACE
PACE
TROT
TROT

RACE
Lady Suffolk
NJSS
‐ SDF
‐ 1st Leg
Dexter
‐ Elims
NJSS ‐ SDF
‐ 1st Leg
Dexter
‐ Final
NJSS Suffolk
‐ SDF ‐ 2nd Leg
Lady
NJSS ‐ SDF ‐ 1st Leg
NJSS ‐ SDF ‐ 2nd
Leg
1st Leg
NJSS‐SDF‐
LegLeg
NJSS
‐ SDF 1st
‐ 2nd
GARDEN
NJSS ‐ SDFSTATE
‐ 1st Leg
NJSS ‐ SDF ‐ 2nd Leg
NJSS‐ SDF‐1st
2ndLeg
Leg
NJSS‐SDF‐
NJSS‐ SDF‐
Final
GARDEN
STATE
NJSS‐SDF‐
NJSS ‐ SDF Final
‐ 2nd Leg
GARDEN
STATE
NJSS‐ SDF‐ 2nd Leg
NJSS ‐SDF‐
SDF ‐Final
Final
NJSS‐
Renaissance‐
Elims
NJSS‐SDF‐
Final
NJSS‐SDF‐
Final
GARDEN STATE

PURSE
$75,000

$10,000
$40,000
$10,000
$130,000
$10,000
$75,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$50,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$70,000
$50,000
$70,000
$10,000
$50,000
$10,000
$70,000
$10,000
$70,000
$70,000
$50,000

e
e
e
e
e
e
e
e
e
e
e
e
e
e
e5
e
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FREE
Medical
Clinic at
Gaitway Farm
The Backstretch
Community Assistance
Program (BCAP)
offers the following
services at no charge
for all licensed
horsemen in NJ:
• Counseling Program
• Health Programs
• Education Program
• Recreation
The Medical Clinic is
located next to Barn
17 at Gaitway Farm.
2021 Dates will be
announced in JULY
6

A N N U A L

SAVE THE DATE JULY 6, 2021
JOIN US FOR A&
PAR-TEE
2020 SBOANJ
BCAP
Scholarship Information

Putting Contest, Longest Drive Contest, Prizes, Free
Drinks, Lunch & Dinner Buffet. Contact the SBOANJ
office at 732-462-2357 to reserve your spot. Sponsorship
packages
All proceeds
to benefitand
TrotPAC
and
Theavailable.
Standardbred
Breeders
Owners
Association
the Horseman’s
Benevolent
fund.
of New Jersey and the Backstretch Community Assis-

tance Program of New Jersey will award scholarships
to qualified students currently enrolled in or plan to
attend a 2 or 4 year college or university.

Scholarships, which can range from $2,500 to $5,000 for students who are the
son or daughter of a full-time participant in New Jersey harness racing or are
themselves a full- time participant. Only one candidate per household will be
considered, and there is a lifetime cap of $10,000 per individual.
Applications and a complete list of qualifications and instructions can be found
on the sboanj website. Application deadline in June 25, 2021.

KNOB HILL GOLF CLUB
1 SHINNECOCK DRIVE
MANALAPAN, NJ

TrotPAC trustees continue to support many political leaders during these uncertain times to help ensure the long term viability of Standardbred racing
and breeding in New Jersey. Recently, the trustees participated in a political fundraisers for Senate Republican Majority, Bramnick for Senate, EFO
Dawn Addiego, Houghtaling for Assembly, Oroho for Senate, Assemblyman
John Burzichelli, and Assemblywoman Eliana Pintor Marin. TrotPAC really
appreciates all the support it received this past year especially the generous
financial donations. Without these contributions, TrotPAC would not be
able to preserve the political position it currently has. Your help keeps our
industry’s needs at the forefront of important government officials.

President’s Letter

Vendor Discount
Participants

Dear Members,
The baby races at Gaitway Far m and Magical Acres will once again be
streamed live this year. This June, 412 Communications will present
a series of eight broadcasts on location at Gaitway Farm and Magical
Acres, consisting of the qualifying races for 2-year-olds offered at both
venues.
The broadcast dubbed “The First Mile” will feature all of the 2-year-old
and qualifying programs at Gaitway Far m on Monday, June 7, 14, 21,
and 28 and select races from Magical Acres on Wednesday mornings,
June 9, 16, 23, and 30. The streams will be presented in high definition and will feature live race coverage, James Witherite will ser ve as
commentator.
The races will stream live via the 412 Communications YouTube page.
Also, this year harness racings two biggest events,the Hambletonian
and Breeders Crown, are both at Meadowlands Racing & Enter tainment, extending a potent championship season that will feature the
spor t’s biggest stars and largest audience.
The SBOANJ and the Hambletonian Society have hired 4th Quar ter
Marketing to help secure broadcasting rights and coordinate sponsorship for the events.
Pairing the two events in the same year is a perfect oppor tunity to
demonstrate that the Meadowlands region and the State of New Jersey
know how to host and promote premier spor ts events.
The Meadowlands Chamber and 4th Quar ter Marketing will be hosting an Open House Launch Par ty on Tuesday June 22, 2021 at Chamber Headquar ters to celebrate the upcoming Har ness Racing Season of
Champions. We are very excited about this par tnership and the events
to come.
Many great things are happening in 2021 New Jersey harness racing,
in par ticular the amazing betting numbers at the Meadowlands. A new
betting option being considered is Fixed Odds Wagering which I believe
under the right conditions could have a positive effect on our industry.
The New Jersey 2022 proposed budget is currently under review with
approval, hopefully, by July 1, 2021. As most of you know racing received up to $20,000,000 a year for 5 years divided equally between
thoroughbred and standardbreds. However, last year due to COVID-19
that was reduced to $15,000,000. The SBOANJ and our lobbyist are
requesting the state retur n to the original appropriation amount.
I would just like to remind all New Jersey horsemen and veterinarians
to be aware that the NJRC has contracted a new lab for drug testing
purposes. We encourage you to review the medication list and withdrawal times that are allowed by the NJRC to race in New Jersey. This
will help alleviate any future problems.

Mark Ford

dillsfeed.com • 732-462-2251

263 Throckmorton St. Freehold, NJ 07728

embroideryunl.com • 508-485-5522
449 Boston Post Rd. East Ste #5, Marlborough, MA 01752

freeholdraceway.com • 732-462-3800
130 Park Avenue Freehold, NJ 07728

horze.com • 877-647-4422

Storefront at the Meadowlands Racetrack

732-780-1295

91 Highland Ridge Rd. Manalapan, New Jersey 07726

playmeadowlands.com • 201-460-4079

1 Racetrack Dr. East Rutherford, NJ 07073

pantanonursery.com • 732-786-8503

145 Freehold Rd. Manalapan, NJ 07726

Shop online @ saddlesource.com • 732-446-4330
29 Park Ave. Englishtown, NJ 07726

282 Rt 539 Cream Ridge, NJ 08514

609-223-0421

1 Allison Way Allentown, NJ 08501
Please contact the SBOANJ office if you have a service you
would like to offer.
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64 Business Route 33
Manalapan, NJ 07726

Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey
64 Business Route 33, Manalapan, NJ 07726 Phone: 732-462-2357 Fax: 732-409-0741
Email: info@sboanj.com Website: www.sboanj.com
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