SBOANJ PRESIDENT MARK FORD ATTENDS
RALLY TO SUPPORT NORTH JERSEY GAMING
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President Mark Ford along with Anthony Perretti and Mike Gulotta aligned
forces with top state Democrats, county officials and union leaders on Friday
at a news conference to convey their confidence to the public that casino
gambling will be brought to the northern part of the state. Among those who
spoke in favor of the expansion were Democrats Senate President Stephen
Sweeney, Senator Paul Sarlo, Senate Majority Leader Loretta Weinberg, Senator Bob Gordon, and Bergen County Executive Jim Tedesco.
State Senate President Stephen Sweeney stood at the conference in front of
the Meadowlands Regional Chamber of Commerce stating that bringing casino
gambling to the area was “the right thing to do for the whole state.”
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“This gives us an opportunity to create thousands and thousands of construction jobs in the northern part of the state of New Jersey,” Sweeney said. “But
guess what; it gives us the ability to create thousands and thousands of jobs in
the southern part of the state and helps us to rebuild Atlantic City, and gives
Atlantic City the opportunity to be the destination we want it to be.”

New Interim

Building northern casinos will have a ripple effect that will benefit the economy
state wide, not just Bergen County, according to County Executive Tedesco.
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The Meadowlands is not the only proposed location, Hudson and Essex County are also being considered. However, it is the most important location for
New Jersey horsemen.
Tedesco believes the Meadowlands is a “perfect spot” for gaming expansion it
is already a “premier entertainment destination” because of the Met Life Stadium, large-scale concerts and the current development of the American Dream
project that already take place in the area. “The best is yet to come especially
when we add casino gaming to the mix.”
The public will have the opportunity to vote this November on whether or
not casinos should be expanded via ballot question. New Jersey Senate Democrats released figures that state casinos could generate an estimated $4 billion in economic activity, and up to 20,000 construction and permanent jobs
in North Jersey. The Atlantic City region will also benefit with $3 billion and
thousands of jobs. It is very important that all horsemen go out and vote in
favor of casino expansion this November.

GONE BUT NEVER FORGOTTEN

Leo C. McNamara III, a third generation horseman and executive administrator of the Standardbred Breeders
and Owners Association of New Jersey
(SBOANJ) for the past 15 years, died
early Sunday morning, June 12. Mr. McNamara died of complications following
a hard fought battle with cancer, just
two weeks short of his 61st birthday.

1973 when I was the yearling manager
at Pine Hollow Stud Farm and as a high
school senior he became my weekend
and then summer help,” said Boni. “We
forged a great friendship over the next
40-something years, regardless of where
our travels took us, and he will forever
be one of the most special people I have
ever known.

Born June 30, 1955, in Carmel, Ind., Mr. “Leo was a great advocate for the horseMcNamara was the son of Leo Mc- men and horsewomen of New Jersey in
Namara Jr., whose father, Leo, founded so many ways and always with the fairTwo Gaits Farm in Indiana, where Adios
was foaled and the pacing stallion Hal
Dale stood at stud. Leo C. McNamara
was also a founder of the U.S. Trotting
Association, the Hall of Fame of the
Trotter in Goshen, N.Y., and at one time
an owner of The Red Mile.
The McNamara family moved east in the
late 1950s and Mr. McNamara III spent
some time as a youngster at Hanover
Shoe Farms, where his father served as
farm superintendent. The McNamara
family returned to Carmel before selling
the family farm and moving east again
when Leo McNamara Jr. joined Pine
Hollow Stud Farm in New York.
While living in Pine Bush, N.Y., Mr. McNamara III began working on the Pine
Hollow Stud Farm. After graduating
from high school in 1973, he continued
on at Pine Hollow Stud Farm, becoming an assistant manager. Leo moved to
Kentucky’s Bluegrass horse country and
worked at Dan Hollibaugh’s Holly Lane
Stud in Lexington, serving as manager
there from 1981-1985. Leo’s next stop
was Almahurst, where he served as farm
superintendent of the breeding nursery’s flagship farm outside of Lexington
during the era when it was one of the
sport’s showcase operations.
Leo left Almahurst in 1988 to run the
new Dreamaire Farm nursery in New
Jersey founded by Bob Boni and partners. Boni knew Leo from their days together at Pine Hollow Farm.
“Leo’s family moved to New York in

“I don’t think the horsepeople in New
Jersey can realize how invaluable he was
advocating for horsemen and horsewomen and protecting our interests.
He always brought knowledge and commonsense to the table and could always
come up with a commonsense approach
or solution.”
Because of Leo’s knowledge of the
purse account and percentages of handle earned, he played a significant role in
Jeff Gural’s acquisition of the Meadowlands from the state of New Jersey.
“Leo was a straight shooter and a great
guy to work with,” said Jason Settlemoir, CEO and general manager of the
Meadowlands Racetrack. “He’s going to
be missed from both an industry standpoint and as a friend.”
Leo’s daughter Celeste closed her eulogy to her father with the following
passage from a letter written to Leo by
Bill Fels, one of his oldest friends shortly
before his passing.

“We need more people like Leo who
could change a diaper, command an inness and decency that characterized his vasion, butcher a hog, pilot a ship, conpersonality. He loved and adored his struct a building, write an essay, balance
wife Cathy and his daughter Celeste and accounts, build a wall, set a bone, comhe will be missed by anyone fortunate fort the dying, take orders, give orders,
to have known him.”
cooperate, act alone, solve equations,
analyze a new problem, pitch manure,
After Dreamaire closed its operations, program a computer, cook a tasty meal,
Leo re-established Two Gaits Farm in fight efficiently and die gallantly.’
New Jersey and bred and boarded horses. In 2001 Leo began working for the Celeste added that she was not sure her
SBOANJ, becoming executive adminis- father did all of those things, but as she
trator in 2006.
also remarked, she was confident that
he could. I was fortunate to know Leo
During his years with the SBOANJ, Leo for over forty years as a cherished friend
worked with racetracks in the Garden and I agree that he could and more.
State to keep tabs on the purse accounts, becoming an astute expert of Leo believed in what was right and who
analyzing handle from various sources was right and he was as unique and spewith various percentages going to purs- cial a person as I have ever known. I will
es.
miss him for what he stood for and for
letting me be his friend.
“I’ve been a director of the SBOA for
10 years, and Leo was invaluable,” said -portions of article from harnessracing.com
Mark Ford, president of the SBOANJ.

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @SBOANJ

READY TO

RUN

FOR BOARD OF DIRECTORS

TrotPAC is the political action arm of the Standardbred
Breeders and Owners Association of New Jersey and is duly
sanctioned to raise and distribute revenues for the specific
purpose of the betterment of the New Jersey standardbred
breeding and racing industry. This is done with the aid of
our industry’s official lobbyists at Advocacy & Management
Group, Inc., a firm active at the State Capitol in Trenton.

It’s that time of year again, board of directors elections is approaching fast.
Any member interested in running for a seat on
the board may do so in one of the three categories;
breeder, owner, and driver/trainer. All candidates
must notify the SBOANJ office in writing by August
25, 2016.
To be eligible for a specific category you must be
a Standardbred Breeder and Owners Association
member in that category for at least two years.
Check the By Laws at sboanj.com for all detailed
qualifications.
In September all members will receive mailings
including ballots, voting instructions and candidate
biographies.
The results will be announced at the annual board
meeting on October 14, 2016 at Freehold Raceway.
Watch the SBOANJ website for more details.
Now is the time for you to make a difference, if you
want see changes made stop talking and start running.

The following events were attended by TrotPAC
May 5 - Assembly Majority Leader Louis Greenwald
May 12 - Assembly Conference Leader David Rible
May 17 - Assemblyman Rob Clifton
May 24 - Assembly Speaker Vincent Prieto
May 26 - Senator Nicholas Scutari
June 2 - Assemblyman Gordon Johnson
June 9 - Senator Steve Oroho
June 9 - Assemblyman John Burzichelli
June 23 - Senator Loretta Weinberg

FAIR WINDS FARM OPEN HOUSE
DRAWS REPRESENTATIVES FROM

SBOANJ AND TROTPAC
The Fair Winds Farm open house on Sunday June 26, 2016 created a perfect platform for the SBOANJ and its political action arm TrotPAC to inform New Jersey
Residents of the importance of voting yes for the casino referendum this November.
The open house was a huge success in
itself hosting over 300 visitors. Among
the attractions were the SBOANJ and
TrotPAC tables with representatives
handing out water, snacks, gifts for athe kids, as well as information on the casino
referendum. Among those representing the associations were Al Ochsner, Anthony Perretti, Sue Agopian, Polly Hartzell, Linda Goss, Martisa Quijada-Dill and
Courtney Stafford. Many of the visitors were unaware of the situation the equine
industry is currently in, however they were well informed before leaving. It is
very important that we as an industry do everything within our means to raise awareness to support gambling expansion.

Klau Newest Member Of The Board Of Directors
Michael Klau, syndicate manager at Southwind Farms was
recently appointed to the Board of Directors of the Standardbred Breeders and Owners Association of New Jersey.
Mike was appointed to replace Al Ochsner, after Al accepted his new position.
Klau, who resides in New York, NY graduated from City
College of New York. He is currently the syndicate manager for Muscle Hill, Sportswriter and EL Titan. Mike also
consults with the farm regarding daily farm activities.
His long time association with the Standardbred industry
has given him the opportunity to be affiliated with many dif-

ferent companies Lana Lobell Farm,
Old Glory Horse Sales, Pine Hollow Stud Farm, Finder-Guida Enterprises, North American Standardbred Sales Co., Dreamaire Stud and
Northwood Bloodstock.
Mike Klau will be joining the board
of directors in the breeders catagory. His breeding experience makes
him a perfect fit for this position,
and gives the board a unique point of view.

ALFRED B OCHSNER JR.
Al Ochsner takes on a new role with the Standardbred Breeders and Owners Association of
New Jersey as the Interim Executive Administrator. A director since 2005, Al recently served
as treasurer and first vice president of the association. Al was appointed to replace the late
Leo McNamara.
After receiving a BA in marketing and economics, Al operated his own multi-phase market
research company, Schrader Research, for over 50 years.
Al has been involved in the Standardbred racing industry for over 45 years having the distinct
pleasure to not only own, but also breed a number of champion racehorses. Al accepted the
breeder of the year award for “Horse of the Year” Precious Bunny, who was foaled and raised
at Al’s Windhaven Farm in Monroe Township, New Jersey.
As an SBOANJ director, Al served on many committees. He also played a key role in establishing “Baby Races” at both Gaitway Farms and Showplace Farms. Al established the New Owners Seminars held at the
Meadowlands and Freehold Racetrack and was co-chairman of the NJ Horse Alliance Symposium held at Monmouth
Park Racetrack.
With his long time expertise as a director and familiarity of the racing industry, Al Ochsner is an excellent match for this
position and a strong asset to the SBOANJ team.

EVERY WAY OUT, ARIANA G DOMINANT IN NJSS AT BIG M
On a program that saw four $100,000 New Jersey
Sire Stakes Finals for 2-year-olds, Every Way Out
and Ariana G stood out as the dominant winners at
the Meadowlands Friday night.
Every Way Out won the colt and gelding pace by
4¾ lengths over Deo Galileo. Firefox Hanover was
third.
The son of If I Can Dream led at every call, cutting
out fractions of :28, :56.3 and 1:24.4, before sprinting home in :27.4 to record an easy 1:52.3 score for
driver Tim Tetrick, trainer Dylan Davis and owners
Taylor, Basen, Gold and Lazzaro.

for driver Andrew McCarthy and trainer Ron
Burke, scoring by a head over King On The Hill in
1:55.2. Fly On was third.
Designated Drinker blew up the tote board in
the filly pace, gunning down 1-5 favorite Livinginthedream in 1:55.2 to record a neck win for owner-trainer-driver Chris Lems at odds of 40-1, paying
$82.40 to win. Wonderful World was third.

As the 1-9 public choice, Every Way Out returned
$2.10 to win and stayed perfect in three starts.
“He’s got a pretty big motor,” said Tetrick. “Every
time I asked him, there was plenty left.”
There was plenty left in Ariana G’s tank as well,
as the daughter of Muscle Hill rolled by 7 lengths
over Evelyn in 1:53.4 for her second win in as many
starts in the filly trot. Feed Your Head was third.
The daughter of Muscle Hill, driven by Yannick Gingras and trained by Jimmy Takter, came uncovered
around the far turn and blew her foes away as the
3-2 second choice, returning $5.00 to win for owners Marvin Katz and Al Libfield.
Checkmate Time, the 6-5 favorite, got jammed up
at the three-eighths and went off stride, finishing
far back.
In the colt and gelding trot, What The Hill ($17.80)
emerged victorious along the rail in deep stretch

Every Way Out and driver Tim Tetrick are clear nearing the wire in the New Jersey Sire Stakes Final for 2-year-old colt and gelding pacers at the Meadowlands
Friday night. (Credit: Lisa Photo)

Lems picked a great time to record his first career
driving win at the Big M.
“It could not have come at a better time,” said
Lems

GAITWAY FARMS UPCOMING NJ
MEDICAL TRAILER STAKE RACES
OPENING SEPTEMBER 26,
UNTIL DECEMBER 19,
Upcoming news will be
posted at SBOANJ.com.

For more information
contact Chris Samaha
732-740-5376

ANNUAL SBOANJ
MEETING

NEW JERSEY
CLASSIC
JULY 30, 2016

OCTOBER 14, 2016

MISS NEW JERSEY
JULY 30, 2016

MORE DETAILS
TO COME AT
SBOANJ.COM

AT FREEHOLD
RACEWAY

MUSCLE HILL
Thomas Pontone, who has resided in
Holmdel, NJ, for the past 18 years, is
president of the Funeral Homes Products division of Matthews International. The St. Johns University graduate
was elected to the Board of Directors
of the Standardbred Breeders and
Owners Association of New Jersey in
June 2015.
While attending a business lunch with
longtime friends, Joseph and Victor
Leonardis, the subject of horse racing came up. The Leonardis’ owned
standardbred horses and raced under
the name D’Elegance Stable. Joseph
and Victor proposed to Tom and his
father, Lou, the idea that they should
buy in on their next horse purchase.
Tom and his father were more than
interested; in 1996 they created the
TLP Stables. Now, 20 years later and
having owned more than 300 horses
in that time, TLP Stables continues to
stamp their name on harness racing
history.
Although Tom has owned many champion horses and won notable races
with them in his 20 years in the business he recalls his most memorial

MARKET SHARE

Tom Pontone
moment being the day Muscle Hill
won the Hambletonian. On August
8, 2009 Muscle Hill left the gate from
the rail position took the lead and
never looked back. Brian Sears drove
the Greg Peck trainee to victory in
1:50.1 equaling the world record that
day. It was an amazing day, one that
some owners never get to experience, but one that Tom Pontone will
never forget.

Hambletonian winners circle Lisa Photo

Since that first trip to the Hambletonian winner circle the TLP Stable was
blessed with another trip in 2012 with
Market Share.
Tom is aware of the current situation
the New Jersey equine industry is in.
He stated that, “casino gambling expansion in North Jersey is key to the
survival of our sport.” New Jersey is
losing horses to other states that have
casino money to add to their purse
structure every day. Tom said, “New
Jersey will continue to struggle to
compete with New York and Pennsylvania horse racing if something does
not change soon.” The importance of
the casino gambling is not just for the
survival of the New Jersey horse racing but the equine industry as a whole.
New Jersey will not be able to continue at this rate if something does not
happen soon. He feels that it is imperative that the SBOANJ, TrotPAC and
the NJ horsemen create awareness
by any means necessary. He along
with the rest of the SBOANJ board
of directors know the importance of
the upcoming November vote and
ask that all members remember to
“VOTE YES” for casino expansion.

FOR THE LATEST SBOANJ NEWS “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK!

Dear Members,
I believe that most of you are aware of the Fairleigh Dickinson poll. Although there are some concerns about the poll
results, we have obtained a copy of the actual survey tabulations and discovered some interesting facts about that poll
which we will be addressing shortly.

• Road side signage and banners will be created and distributed at strategic locations.
• TrotPAC trustees and lobbyists have attended 25 political
functions aggressively promoting the fall referendum.

• Voter registration forms are up on the website and the
At the last Board of Directors meeting Anthony Perretti, committee discussed the need to inform New Jersey resMike Gulotta, Al Ochsner and I reviewed and discussed a idents attending the Harrisburg sale of the importance of
number of issues pertaining to the referendum and the No- obtaining an absentee ballot.
vember vote.
• Director Mike Gulotta will meet with the head of the
The following is a summary of things completed or in prog- PBA and union representatives to join forces regarding the
ress:
referendum.
• The TrotPAC committee is working on re-branding the
TrotPAC logo, updating the website and making better use
of social media to get information out.

• We are actively involved with Open Space Pace and will
use that venue to get the word out about the vote. The
SBOA and TrotPAC will have booths at their function.

• Anthony Perretti spoke about the significance of the upcoming election at our annual golf outing on Monday to a
very receptive audience.

• I have had many discussions with Jeff Gural on Meadowlands issues and have an open line of communication with
him.

• The committee created a flyer which will be distributed
at all 20 state fairs. Every car that parked at the Freedom
Fest at the Horse Park of New Jersey received a flyer.

I would be happy to listen to any other suggestions anyone
might have to save our industry, as we are all in this together.

• A promotional video was shot at the recent Fair Winds
Farm Open house, Gaitway Farm and White Birch Farm
which will provide footage for advertisements going forward. Possible advertising during the Hambletonian live coverage on CBS Sports is being considered.

I would also like to take the time to thank everyone who
participated, donated, and or sponsored the Golf Outing.
This years event was very successful I thank all that were
involved and hope to see everyone again next year.
Mark Ford

F requently A sked Q uestions
To T he S B OA Of f ic e S t a f f

Q: When can I withdraw my balance?

A: If you are vested in the pension, you may withdraw your balance at the age of 65. To become vested, you need to
have at least 60 New Jersey starts for a driver or 30 New Jersey starts for a trainer in 10 out of 13 years of participation. There is no longer an exception for financial hardship.
delay this year because we redesigned the pension plan and we wanted to include the information in the packet.
Q: Are there any fees associated with my participation in the plan?
A: Yes. If you are not a member of the SBOANJ, there is an annual administrative fee of $250. This fee is waived for the
first year of participation. Go to www.sboanj.com or call the SBOANJ office to find out how to become a member.

Have a question? Email the staff at info@sboanj.com

64 Business Route 33
Manalapan, NJ 07726

Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey
64 Business Route 33, Manalapan, NJ 07726 Phone: 732-462-2357 Fax: 732-409-0741
Email: info@sboanj.com Website: www.sboanj.com
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