HORSES 2017: THE BEST OF THE BEST
The Equine Science Center concluded its 15-Year Anniversary Celebration
with a weekend long extravaganza.
On Saturday, March 18, and Sunday, March 19, 2017, the Center hosted a
premier equine conference for horse enthusiasts as well as veterinarians and
serious equine professionals.
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Held at Rutgers University’s
newest, state of the art conference facility, The Livingston
Student Center in Piscataway,
attendees were treated to two
full days of equine-related education.
The theme of “Horses 2017”
featured “the best of the best”,
with the program highlighting the most popular speakers featured at Center
programs from the past 15 years.
Featured keynotes included Scientific Journalist Wendy Williams, and Dr. Jeff
Thomason from the University of Guelph. Breakout sessions allowed attendees to spend quality time with some of the best equine specialists in the
business.

Page 5

Each day ended with an hour long “Ask the Experts”question and answer
panel of the day’s featured speakers.

Murphy Fundraiser

A VIP Reception was held for dignitaries and donors on Saturday evening
where the new Co-Chairs of the Rutgers University Board for Equine Advancement, Amy Butewicz and Warren Zimmerman, were introduced.

Page 6

The Center thanks all speakers, sponsors, vendors, and attendees for making
this a truly memorable event.
-- The Equine Science Center

REMEMBERING ‘DOC’ MEIRS

David A. Meirs, II, VMD, who received
his Bachelor of Science degree from
Rutgers University in 1950, passed
away on Monday, March 27 at the
age of 87. After graduating from the
University of Pennsylvania’s School of
Veterinary Medicine, Dr. Meirs established the Walnridge Equine clinic in
1965.

Northeast, especially to New Jersey.

It was only with Doc Meirs’ persistence that he befriended Dean

The clinic is known worldwide and
serves as a living legacy to ‘Doc’
Meirs, as does Walnridge Farm, Inc., a
300 acre facility that has been in the
Meirs/Waln family since 1830 and
specializes in the breeding and raising
of Standardbred horses.
Dr. Meirs was instrumental in helping
build the equine program at Rutgers
University’s Cook College and in the
development of the Rutgers Equine
Science Center.
Center director, Karyn Malinowski
recalls that Dr. Meirs was infuriated
in the early 1980’s when the Dean of
Cook College and the Director of the
New Jersey Agricultural Experiment
Station refused to meet with him and
Dr. George Poppensiek, then Dean
of the Veterinary School at Cornell
to discuss the importance of horses
to the agricultural landscape of the

Stephen Kleinschuster who had the
foresight to invest in the development
of the equine science program at Rutgers University.
He later served as chair of the Rutgers University Board for Equine Advancement which began fundraising
for the development of the Equine
Science Center.
Besides his commitment to Rutgers,
Dr. Meirs was actively involved in

many other veterinary and horse racing associations.
He served as president of the NJ
Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners, founded the NJ Equine Practitioners Association, served as a
director of the Society for Theriogenology, was appointed by Governor McGreevy to the NJ Sire Stakes
board, and was a past president of
both the Veterinary Medical Alumni
Association, University of Pennsylvania and the Philadelphia Society for
Promoting Agriculture.
Karyn Malinowski recalls Dr. Meirs’
voracious appetite for the scientific
literature, his willingness to support
equine research projects at Walnridge, and how emotional he would
become when talking about a dear
friend or favorite horse.
His numerous awards including the
Governor’s Trophy for Horseperson
of the Year, 1998, and the George H.
Cook Award, for Distinguished Alumni, Cook College, Rutgers University,
2000 reflect the level of respect he
held with all who knew him.
From Rutgers Equine Science Center

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
DEADLINE APPROACHING

Attention all sons and daughters of New Jersey horsemen! The Standardbred
Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey, along with the Backstretch
Community Assistance Program, will once again offer college scholarships in 2017.
The scholarships will be awarded up to $10,000 and are available for qualified
students who are the son or daughter of a full-time participant in New Jersey
harness racing or are themselves a full-time participant in New Jersey harness racing.
Applications must be post marked by June 26, 2017. Applications and requirements
are available on the SBOANJ website www.sboanj.com or contact Linda Goss at
Freehold and the Meadowlands

SBOANJ ANNUAL
GOLF OUTING
Monday
July 10, 2017

Gamblers Ridge Golf Club
This years Standardbred Breeders and Owners As-

in this worthwhile program. You can put together a

sociation of New Jersey’s Annual Golf Outing will

foursome and enjoy a fun day on this beautiful golf

be held at Gamblers Ridge Golf Club located at 121

course. You could be a sponsor, which, depending on

Burlington Path Rd. Cream Ridge, NJ on Monday, July

the level of sponsorship, would entitle you to rounds

10, 2017.

of golf and prime advertising space in our program.
Or you could donate items or services that we would

Please join us for a day of golf, food, drinks and fun. use as special event prizes or giveaways.
All Proceeds go to the SBOANJ Horsemen’s Benevolent Fund and TrotPAC.

Watch your mailbox and sboanj.com for more details or contact Polly Hartzell at the SBOANJ

There are several ways in which you can participate

office at 732 - 462 - 2357.

MEADOWLANDS
THURSDAY MORNING
TRAINING IN MAY
The Meadowlands racetrack will be available for training each Thursday morning beginning on May 4.Training
hours will be 7 a.m. until 11 a.m. each Thursday in May.
Trainers should call the Racing Office at (201) 842-5130
by noon on the preceding Wednesday with the number
of horses they will be bringing in to train.
The cost of track maintenance, security and ambulance
will again be covered by the SBOA of NJ, so there is no
fee to those trainers participating.
The first baby races are scheduled for Saturday, June 3.

TrotPAC continues to work on behalf of the New
Jersey horsemen to meet with politicians on a
regular basis to help raise awareness to the harness racing industry’s need for alternative revenue.
Your continued financial support is crucial during
this important election year.

FREEHOLD HOLDS DEXTER CUP
AND LADY SUFFOLK FINALS

Lord Cromwell and driver John Campbell moved to
the lead on the backstretch and were never threatened from there, cruising to a 5-1/4 length win in
Saturday’s $143,737 Dexter Cup for 3-year-old male
trotters in a stakes- and track-record 1:55 at Freehold Raceway. Gustavo Fring finished second and
Southwind Cobra was third.
The Dexter Cup is the first Grand Circuit event for
3-year-old trotters on the road to August’s $1 million
Hambletonian Stakes at the Meadowlands.

Southwind Cobra, who started from post five, took
the early lead from Sir John F and reached the opening quarter-mile in :28.1. Lord Cromwell, the 4-5
favorite, was on the move after Southwind Cobra
hit the half in :57.3 and was in front by the time he
reached three-quarters in 1:26.4.
“I knew they were going to trot out of there and he’s
actually better from behind,” Campbell said. “Once
I spoke to him at the five-eighths, he was gone. He
actually finished well within himself. I was very happy
with the trip. He was very handy. I think he’s got a
pretty good future.”

gelded.

“He was super today,” Hart said about Lord Cromwell. “He’s just a really nice horse.”
Lord Cromwell, by Chapter Seven out of the mare
Oh Oh Its Magic, is 2-for-2 this year and won two of
his four races last season. He has earned $97,588 in
his career.
Driver Yannick Gingras won both $36,850 divisions of
the Lady Suffolk Stakes for 3-year-old female trotters.
In the first division, Gingras guided Princess Aurora to victory by 4-3/4 lengths over Sparkle Plenty in
1:57. Royal Pinot finished third.
Princess Aurora, trained by Jimmy Takter, is owned
by breeders Marvin Katz and Al Libfeld. She is 2-for2 this season and has won five of 13 career races,
earning $309,277. Princess Aurora, who is eligible to
the Hambletonian Oaks, is by Cantab Hall out of the
stakes-winning mare Vulcanize.
In the second division, Romancing Rachel won by five
lengths over Celebrity Ruth in 1:57.3. Southwind Prius was third.

Said winning trainer Ed Hart, “I loved the post position. A lot of it is post position on a half-mile track.
We drew good and John drove him perfect and ev- Romancing Rachel is trained by Ron Burke, who owns
erything worked out.
the filly with Howard Taylor and the partnership of
Mark Weaver and Mike Bruscemi. It was her first win
“He’s got a big set of lungs. He just goes.”
in four tries this year and second victory in 15 career
starts. She has earned $59,655.
Lord Cromwell, bred and owned by Carolyn Atherton. The horse was limited to four starts last year Also eligible to the Oaks, Romancing Rachel is by
because of sickness and complications from being Muscle Hill out of the mare Tady’s Comer.

OPEN HOUSE
Fair Winds Farm open house on Sunday, June 25 from 1 to 4 pm at 74 Red Valley Road, Cream
Ridge, NJ. Open to the public, rain or shine, and free. Come see baby Standardbred horses with
their moms; learn how they grow up to be racehorses. Watch demonstrations by horses in new
jobs after their racing days. Take a horse-drawn wagon ride, tour Hogan Equine clinic, pet friendly
horses and take a selfie with one. Watch a farrier give a horse a pedicure and new shoes. Check
out educational exhibits for both children and
adults. Enjoy refreshments available for purchase. For more information, call 732-780-3700
or email ellen.harvey@ustrotting.com

HONORING SAM MCKEE

The US Pacing Championship, long one of the
signature events on Hambletonian Day, will be
renamed The Sam McKee Memorial beginning
this August in honor of the track’s Hall of Fame
announcer and broadcaster who passed away
March 8 at the age of 54.
The Meadowlands will also attach McKee’s
name to its broadcast center that McKee designed when the new grandstand opened in
2013. It will now be called The Sam McKee
SNY Broadcast Center. The official dedication
is scheduled for August 4, the night before the
Hambletonian.

“Sam was a true professional at his job as evidenced by his Hall of Fame status, but his larger than life smile, and gracious attitude is what
made him stand tall among his peers,” said Jason Settlemoir, Meadowlands GM/COO. “Honoring Sam’s legacy with one of our major races
only seems fitting and honoring him with the
dedication of the SNY Broadcast Center that
he worked very hard to put together in the new
building only seems fitting as well.”

“Sam would never believed himself to be worthy of this, but we know that he would be honored,” said Sam’s wife, Chris McKee. “Hambletonian Day was always so important to him. It’s
always a special day and he worked tirelessly
along with the rest of the staff to prepare for it
and make sure things went smoothly. We’re so
proud of Sam and all of his accomplishments
and are once again humbled by this memorial
race. We’re grateful to have been at the Meadowlands for last year’s Hambo where we got to
see Sam interview one of his favorite NASCAR
drivers.While it will never be the same, we look
forward to being there on Hambo Day to support the sport that he loved so dearly and to
keep his memory alive.”
This year’s $225,000 Sam McKee Memorial is
August 5 as part of the super stakes Hambletonian Day program. The US Pacing Championship was first held in 1982 and has been won
by such legends as Cam Fella, Matt’s Scooter,
and Artsplace and in more recent years, Won
The West, Sweet Lou, and last year in an upset
by Shamballa over Horses of the Year Wiggle It
Jiggleit and Always B Miki.

STAKES PAYMENTS HHYF SUMMER
FREE
PROGRAM
DUE MAY 15TH
MEDICAL CLINIC
NOMINATIONS

2018 NJ GARDEN STATE TROT
NJ TROTTING FUTURITY #53
2018 NJ HOME GROWN PACE #1

SUSTAINING

2017 DANCER TROT
NEW JERSEY FUTURITY #52

GAITWAY FARMS
Hands-On Harness Racing
Youth Camp
JULY 29 - AUGUST 2

APPLICATIONS DUE
MAY 15TH
For more information contact
Ellen Taylor at ellen@hhyf.org
or visit hhyf.org

FREE Clinic is located at
Gaitway Farms.
The Clinic is available to all
NJ Harness Horsemen

MONDAY JUNE 5
12:15PM - 4:00PM
MONDAY JUNE 19
12:15PM - 4:15PM

PHIL MURPHY

Phil Murphy, the front-runner in the
race among Democrats to represent
the party in November’s general election for governor, met with horsemen
and horsewomen on May 4 at Deo Volente Farms and said he is committed
to helping struggling New Jersey industries --- including horseracing --- regain
their edge both locally and nationally.

Murphy met with a large group at a
fundraiser sponsored by the Standardbred Breeders and Owners Association of New Jersey and TrotPAC, the
organization’s political action committee, and hosted by Deo Volente Farms,
and said it was time for the equine industry to get back on its feet to the
benefit of all residents of the Garden
State.
“There are a couple of industries in
this state that we used to own,” Murphy said. “The equine industry is on the
list. And it’s high on the list. And (what
has happened) doesn’t make any sense.
You look at the thousands of jobs, the
millions in economic benefit, and the
open space benefits that are provided
to a state that is the densest state in
the nation. Getting the open space and
environment right is a pass/fail test; you
can’t get a B-plus in that in New Jersey.
“I’m an optimist. I believe the position
we’re in as a state is due to a failure
of leadership. It’s not that the people
got bad or our assets got impaired
or our prospects got diminished. This
is bad leadership. I believe the right
leader with the right priorities, who is
committed to governing this state and
nothing else, goes a long way toward
beginning the process to getting back
on our feet.
“We’re going to get our edge back.”
Murphy, a Monmouth County resident
and former U.S. ambassador to Germany, leads in the polls for the Democratic nomination for governor. The
Democratic and Republican primaries
are June 6. Murphy also leads likely

Republican nominee Kim Guadagno in
the race to succeed Gov. Chris Christie in November’s general election.

At the Deo Volente event, Murphy
was introduced to attendees by Deo
Volente Farms CEO and SBOA Treasurer Mike Gulotta and Richard Codey,
a former governor and current state
senator who has endorsed Murphy.
Codey has long been an advocate for
the racing industry and earlier this
year co-sponsored legislation to permit Historic Racing at the state’s racetracks and off-track-wagering facilities.
Gulotta first met Murphy through Bayonne Mayor Jimmy Davis.
“Since then, I got to know Phil and I
can honestly say that each and every
time I speak with him, I discover something new that I like about him,” Gulotta said. “The last time we spoke we
shared our mutual backgrounds about
growing up under modest conditions.
His comment to me was ‘That’s why
you have your great attitude and that’s
why you care about people.’ Right back
at you Phil.Your deep concern for people is evidence that you will be a great
governor indeed.
“Obviously, I care about the racing
and breeding industry in New Jersey.
We must level the playing field for
New Jersey horsemen and give them
the chance to continue to work here.
Thank you to the many horsemen here
today for your help in supporting our
next governor.
“New Jersey used to be the equine
leader in this country in racing and
breeding. We held our preeminent position until New York and Pennsylvania
stole our thunder. I am totally confident that we can take back our title
and that we can re-emerge as the best
there is.”
During a question-and-answer period,
SBOA Director and TrotPAC Chairman Anthony Perretti made an emo-

tional plea to Murphy to support the
equine industry.
“I lost the biggest farm in the state,”
said Perretti, referring to the nearly
400-acre breeding farm founded by his
father Bill in the mid-1980s. “(Jeff Gural) built a $110 million track (at the
Meadowlands). Many of the horsemen
in this room who came out tonight
came from other states to race and
work and make a living here.
“We were the best. We were the best
in the country. These people’s livings
are on the line. I want you to commit
to us that you’re going to stand behind
us.”
Murphy responded, “Absolutely.”
“Some things are really hard to figure
out. Recognizing the importance of this
industry to the state, both historically
and what it can be again, is not exactly
hard to figure out,” he said. “The question of how you do it, I’ll look to the
folks who have forgotten more about
it than I’ll ever know. But I’m really
confident.”
Murphy agreed that part of the job
ahead involves making the public aware
of the value of the equine industry as a
whole. But the first order of business
is to get the industry heading in the
right direction.
“I would want to get the public policy,
working with guys like Gov. Codey, in
place that allows the industry to see
the daylight that it’s going to get back
on its feet,” Murphy said. “When real
progress is being made, then you start
to figure out how promote it to make
sure everyone realizes the totality of
the industry. Making folks understand
the jobs, revenue, pride, open space.
There are a lot of elements that are
complete consistent with what we
should be as a state.”
By Ken Weingartner
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