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CHAMPIONSHIP MEET & TBREDS ON THE TURF IN MAY SPOTLIGHT
Racing returns to the Meadowlands in May with two days of thoroughbreds on the turf and the Championship
Meet for harness racing.
As a prelude to the May 12 opening of the 2012 racing season at Monmouth Park, two days of thoroughbred turf
racing will be conducted at the Meadowlands on Friday, May 4, and Saturday, May 5. Four grass races will be
presented each of the two days with post times of 3:30, 4, 4:30 and 5 p.m.
The fields for the turf races will be drawn at the Monmouth racing office on Tuesday, May 1 and Wednesday, May
2. Entries, results and analysis for the races will be available at MonmouthPark.com.
Monmouth Park will open for its 67th season of racing on Saturday, May 12, with a first post time of 12:50 p.m.
Meadowlands Racetrack will kick off its 2012 Championship
Meet with live harness racing at 7 p.m. on May 4 and 5. Opening night festivities include free admission, program and a concert by acoustic duo C.O.A.L.G. at the Don Q Wedge outdoor
bar. The night also marks the debut of the Beat the Bird contest in which Big M Club members are invited to outpick Lola the parrot to win a betting voucher. Lola will make picks every Friday night on the Paddock Level.
The Meadowlands will host a day-night Kentucky Derby Party on Saturday, May 5. The first 10,000 fans will receive a “Talk Derby To Me” t-shirt. Gates open at 9:30 a.m. Pegasus Restaurant will offer an all-day brunch buffet for $34.95 per person. Reservations can be made by calling 201-THE-BIGM.
Ladies are encouraged to wear their finest hats for the chance to win nearly $1,000 in cash prizes in the Derby
hat contest. Top prize is $500 and the contest is free to enter. Girls Night Out at the Derby also features a culinary demo hosted by celebrity chef Ariane Duarte, a Top Chef contestant and owner of CulinAriane restaurant in
Montclair, NJ. Tickets are $45 per person and include a cooking demo and tasting, cocktail in souvenir mint julep glass, Derby t-shirt, Pegasus admission and Derby program, a $5 betting voucher and handicapping help
from racing analyst Barbara Luna. Tickets may be purchased in advance at MeadowlandsRacetrack.com.
Cinco de Mayo drink and food specials, and music at the Don Q Wedge continues into the night. Go to MeadowlandsRacetrack.com for more information.

BARNS BITE THE DUST ON MEADOWLANDS BACKSTRETCH
The first phase of New Meadowlands Racetrack LLC’s
plans for a new grandstand got underway the second
week of April with the demolition of barns and dormitories on the Meadowlands backstretch.
Demolition will continue through mid-May to make
way for the construction of the 155,000 square-foot
building that will replace the current grandstand.
LP Ciminelli of Buffalo, NY is the construction manager
for the demolition project. The firm is also the contractor for the new Winners off-track wagering facility
slated to open this July in Bayonne, NJ. Ciminelli is
recycling all the cementitious material from the backThe removal of the barns and dorms on the Meadowlands back- stretch demolition for reuse on site.
stretch is underway. [Photo courtesy of the Meadowlands]
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also moving forward with joint ventures with the
Meadowlands, Monmouth Park and thoroughbred horsemen to open more OTW’s in New
Jersey.

Spring is a time of rebirth and renewal.
Horse trainers know this well as their two-yearolds are readying for their first competitive experiences, full of hopes and expectations.

We continue to spend a great deal of time and
effort to represent racing’s interests in Trenton.
And we are starting to feel a growing push by
North and Central Jersey politicians for the establishment of gaming outside Atlantic City.

There are even reasons to feel optimistic about
the state of New Jersey horse racing.
Thanks to a mild winter and the management
team in place at the Meadowlands, the track experienced an uptick in both attendance and handle in the first quarter.

Our message that a casino at the Meadowlands
would be a boon to the state in general as well as
racing is beginning to gain more traction.

Without the benefit of alternate gaming, we have
held our own with purses at the Meadowlands.
Freehold instituted two purse increases over the
last several months, totaling 35 percent.

Members of the state Assembly and Senate have
gone on record, challenging Atlantic City’s gaming exclusivity. They understand that the flow of
gaming dollars to surrounding states neither
helps Atlantic City nor the New Jersey treasury.

We appreciate that trainers and drivers have
been supportive of the Meadowlands, which still
remains a great place to race and the crown
jewel of our industry. Work has already begun to
prepare the site of the future grandstand.

We need to continue our push to expand that
support. That mechanism is funded by TrotPAC,
and we ask you for more support.

Construction is well along on the off track wagering facility in Bayonne. Once in operation,
Bayonne should provide a steady stream of revenue to our purse accounts. The Standardbred
Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey is

If you have not given as yet, now is the time to
step up. If you have given in the past, we thank
you for your generosity and ask you to please
consider another contribution.
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DEXTER, CUTLER, GRAD & NJSS HIGHLIGHT SPRING STAKES
The spring stakes schedule includes the first major test for three-year-old trotters, showcases for older trotters and pacers and the New Jersey Sire Stakes.
Before Freehold’s summer siesta begins after May 26, there are two stakes on tap at the Central Jersey
track – the Dexter Cup for three-year-old trotters on Saturday, May 5 and the filly companion event, the
Lady Suffolk, which will be contested in divisions on Friday, May 4.
The Meadowlands, which took a one-week break, is back in action on May 4 with elims for the Cutler Memorial for free for all trotters. The final will be carded on May 12. The warhorse older pacers will be in the
spotlight in the Graduate with elims on May 5 and the final also on May 12.
The Simpson stakes for three-year-olds are carded on May 4, 5, 11 and 12. The two-year-olds begin their
events the last weekend in June along with the Reynolds Stakes.
All the prelim legs of the premier New Jersey Sire Stakes events for three-year-olds will be contested in May
with a championship night -- four $150,000 divisions -- on June 2.

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP ANNOUNCED FOR 2012
The deadline is June 15 for applicants wishing to be considered for the Standardbred Breeders & Owners
Association of New Jersey 2012 college scholarships.
Scholarships, which can range from $2,500 to $5,000, are for qualified students who plan to attend a two
or four-year college or university, who are the son or daughter of a full-time participant in New Jersey harness racing or are themselves a full-time participant in New Jersey harness racing. Only one candidate per
household will be considered, and there is a lifetime cap of $10,000 per individual.
The applicant must have taken either the SAT or ACT test, be accepted to or attend a college or university
and fill out the SBOANJ’s Scholarship Award application. Financial need, student involvement in community work, extracurricular academic activities, evidence of strong character and leadership and interest in
the equine industry will all be considered.
All scholarship winners and their families will be invited to a night at the races at the Meadowlands where
they will be recognized for their accomplishment in the winner’s circle and have a complimentary dinner on
a date determined after the selection is completed.
Applications and requirements are available on the SBOANJ website – www.sboanj.com -- or at Freehold
and the Meadowlands [see Horsemen’s Rep Linda Goss], the Backstretch Community Assistance Program
offices at the Meadowlands and Showplace Farms [see Dr. Chris Samaha] and the SBOANJ office at 64
Business Route 33, Manalapan, NJ 07726.

MEADOWLANDS OFFERS TRAINING HOURS FOR BABIES IN MAY
Meadowlands Racetrack will open its track Friday mornings in May 2012 for stables that would like to train
their 2-year-olds over the surface.
Training hours will be held from 7 to 11 a.m. Owners are welcome to come watch their young horses on
those mornings. Qualifiers in May will take place on Saturdays.
The first baby races of the season will start on Saturday, June 2 when qualifiers will switch back to Fridays.
Horsemen will be required to contact the Race Office to arrange for Friday training opportunity. There is a
charge of $50 per
horse or $1,000 for
SCHEDULING CONFLICT CHANGES STAKES & CLOSING DATE
unlimited horses from
Due to a pre-season game at Met Life Stadium, the Meadowlands meet will end on Friday,
a stable.
August 17, a day earlier than previously announced. Stakes scheduled for August 18 have
Funds left over after been shifted to August 17 [NJSS Finals and WR Haughton Memorial]. Stakes on August 11
the expenses will go have been moved to August 10.
into the purse account.

PACESETTER

SBOANJ.COM

3

May/June 2012

TIME TO REGISTER FOR GOLF OUTING ON JULY 9
The annual mid-summer golf outing to benefit New Jersey horsemen, with a world-class prime rib
dinner and great door prizes, will take place on Monday, July 9, 2012.
The Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey’s annual event will once again take place at Gambler Ridge Golf Course in
Cream Ridge, NJ.
The cost is $180 per person, which includes greens fee, lunch, dinner
with open bar, beverages on the course, awards and prizes.
The money raised through the golf tournament supports the New Jersey
Standardbred Horsemen’s Benevolent Fund.
Sponsorships, ranging from $500 to $2,000, are still available. There
will be a raffle drawing for a Pennsbury jog cart, silent auction items and
a Hole in One for a Mercedes.
Registration begins at 11:30 a.m. with lunch to follow before the 1 p.m.
shotgun start. Dinner is from 6 to 8 p.m. The fee for dinner only is $75.
For more information, contact the SBOANJ at 732-462-2357 or visit www.sboanj.com.

FITZPATRICK NAMED MEADOWLANDS CFO
American Racing and Entertainment, LLC and New Meadowlands Racetrack announced on April 9,
2012 the promotion of Rob Fitzpatrick to Chief Financial Officer of American Racing and Entertainment and New Meadowlands Racetrack.
Fitzpatrick joined American Racing and Entertainment last May as the Vice President of Finance
and has played a vital role in Chairman, Jeff Gural’s acquisition of the New Meadowlands Racetrack in East Rutherford, New Jersey.
“I have had the opportunity over the past year to work with Rob
closely, and am glad we have been able to create this position where
he can oversee the finances at these three properties” said Chairman of American Racing and Entertainment LLC, and New Meadowlands Racetrack, Jeff Gural.
Fitzpatrick brings twenty years of experience to American Racing and
Entertainment and New Meadowlands, he has led finance departments in major casino companies on a property and multi property
basis for over ten years.
Most recently Fitzpatrick was Vice President of Finance for the Rivers
Casino in Pittsburgh, PA, where he opened the $800 million dollar property and helped lead the
transition to table games. Prior to opening and leading the Rivers Finance functions, Rob was Senior Director of Finance for the Isle of Capri Pompano Park Harness Racing and Casino operations
where he oversaw the development of a $180 million dollar casino and restaurant complex expansion plan. He also spent four years as Senior Director of Finance when he helped open the Isle of
Capri Casino Bahamas property in Freeport, Bahamas.
Fitzpatrick’s experience also includes leading the finance functions for Isle of Capri Lady Luck in
Las Vegas, NV. He has also served as an assistant controller for Boyd’s Sam’s Town and Senior Internal Auditor for Boyd Gaming Corporation in Las Vegas, NV.
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FIRST QUARTER A SUCCESS; PROMOS ON TAP FOR MEADOWLANDS
Meadowlands Racetrack has shown growth in both attendance and live handle in the first quarter of
2012 under the management of New Meadowlands Racetrack LLC (NMRLLC).
Live wagering on the Meadowlands races was up 13.8 percent through the first 35 nights of racing,
from $9.3 million in 2011 to $10.6 million in 2012. With all-source wagering also up slightly, the total
Meadowlands handle saw an increase of 5.5 percent to $81 million. Attendance also increased 7.4
percent to 83,673.
“While Mother Nature has obviously been helpful, I think our guests
recognize there is a new spirit and an effort being made to make the
experience of attending the races more enjoyable,” said NMRLLC
Chairman Jeff Gural. “I would like to thank the employees and
horsemen for their contributions to that effort. We have a lot of new
ideas that will hopefully get some new, younger customers once the
Championship Meet opens in May.”
The Championship Meet kicks off Friday, May 4 and includes a full
slate of weekly promotions and marquee stakes races. New to the
summer events schedule are a t-shirt giveaway and Girls Night Out,
featuring a cooking demo with celebrity chef Ariane Duarte, on Kentucky Derby Day (May 5); Made In NJ Weekend, during which local
bands and BBQ masters will battle for cash prizes (June 1-2); Stride
Jeff Gural
For The Cure 5K, which begins and ends on the racetrack and benefits the American Cancer Society (June 23), and the introduction of the popular Corntastic Weekend
(July 27-28) from Tioga and Vernon Downs.
Meadowlands Pace Night (July 14) will be the biggest party night of the year with a vodka tasting, Jersey boardwalk-style rides and games and a post-race concert by the B Street Band. Hambletonian Day
(August 4) continues its rich tradition as a day of family fun with rides, games, autograph session and
music by the Amish Outlaws.
The Horse Play Car Giveaway will also make its Meadowlands debut during the summer meet. Every
night, beginning May 4, guests who make a $1 donation to the Charity of the Month will receive a rubber horse to try to throw into the window of a moving car. One successful guest from each night will
receive a $100 betting voucher and be entered into a grand prize drawing to win the vehicle on the
night of the Championship Meet Finale (August 17). NMRLLC will match every dollar raised from the
sale of the rubber horses and donate the proceeds to a local charity each month.

IF I CAN DREAM JOINS NJ STALLION RANKS
Breeders Crown winner If I Can Dream, a six-year-old son of Western Hanover—Arterra, has joined the stallions ranks in New Jersey in 2012.
He is standing at Deo Volente Farm in Flemington, NJ, under the management of Kentuckiana Farm, for a
fee of $6,000.
New Jersey is now host to six stallions, including the trotters Muscles Yankee [Perretti Farms] and Muscle
Hill [Southwind Farm] and the pacers Rocknroll Hanover [Perretti Farms], Hypnotic Blue Chip [Walnridge
Farm] and Philos Hanover [Cancelliere Farm].
If I Can Dream earned $1,990,276 racing as a two and three-year-old, posting 14 wins, four seconds and
three thirds from 33 starts. The pacer’s oldest foals are yearlings of 2012.

MARCH/APRIL 2012 SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
May 14

Board Meeting

June 11

Board Meeting

May 29

Insurance Meeting

June 26

Insurance Meeting
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TOP STAKES FEATURED ON SIRIUS XM RADIO
In conjunction with Creative Media Productions, Sirius XM radio
will air more than 20 hours of live coverage of major harness
races this year, including the Meadowlands Pace, Stanley
Dancer Memorial, William Haughton and the Hambletonian at
the Meadowlands.
“Tonight at the Races” will kick off June 2 with live coverage of
the Art Rooney Pace from Yonkers and will undergo a necessary name change to “Today at the Races” for
the Hambletonian and Little Brown Jug. The race broadcasts will air on Sirius Ch. 93 and XM Ch. 209.
Dave Johnson and Bill Finley will host the shows and owner-trainer Peter Kleinhans will be the featured
analyst.
The series was made possible due to the generosity of five sponsors—the United States Trotting Association, Yonkers Raceway, the Hambletonian Society, the Pennsylvania Harness Horsemen’s Association and
the Jeff Gural-owned tracks, Tioga Downs, Vernon Downs and the Meadowlands.
“We’re pleased to expand our harness racing coverage this year,” said the show’s producer, Lucas
Marquardt. “We’ve done a number of races in recent years but have never had a schedule like this. With
few exceptions, we will be covering every major harness event in North America this summer, plus the Little
Brown Jug and the Breeders Crown in the fall.”
Sirius XM radio has more than 21 million subscribers in North America.
Below are the dates and featured races that will air this year on Sirius XM:
Date
Time
6-2
9:30 to 11
6-10
3:30 to 5
6-16
9:30 to 11
6-30
9:30 to 11
7-7
9:30 to 11
7-14
9:30 to 11
7-28
9:30 to 11
8-4
TBD
8-12
3:30 to 5
8-18
9:30 to 11
8-19
TBD
9-3
3:30 to 5
9-20
TBD
10-27
8 to 11
Times are subject to change

Featured Race(s)
Art Rooney, Lismore
Bettor’s Delight, Artiscape
North America Cup, Fan Hanover, Elegantimage
Ben Franklin Final, Max Hempt, James Lynch
Yonkers Trot, Hudson Filly Trot
Meadowlands Pace, Stanley Dancer Trot
Hambletonian Eliminations
Hambletonian
Empire Breeders Classic Final
William Haughton Memorial
Battle of Brandywine, Colonial Trot, Valley Forge
Cane Pace, Shady Daisy
Little Brown Jug
Breeders Crown

MONTE RACING AT GAITWAY
There was a taste of “monte” racing at the Gaitway
Farms training center on Friday morning, April 27, 2012.
Jenny Melander of Clarksburg, NJ [in blue], aboard Shoeless White Sox, held off Jennifer Lowrey of Chester, NY [in
red] with Lemon Pepper in a mile clocked in 2:12 flat.
The purpose of the event was to “qualify” in 2:25 or better
and for the riders to demonstrate they could control their
horses.
“We have a race on Hambletonian Day [August 4] at the
Meadowlands and at Freehold on September 29, and
we’re working on more dates,” said Helene Gregory, who
has organized the RUS America – Riders Under Saddle –
effort in New Jersey. “These will be exhibition races. If
these turn out well, there could be betting races in the
future.”
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These ladies of harness racing enjoyed an April day at New Jersey’s Island Beach State Park [left to right]: Leslie McLaren, Aina Bittle, Robyn Norman, Emma Pettersson, Jenny Melander, Karen Conlon Evilsizor, Vicki
Mosher Gingras, Blair Blanchet Hampton and Susan McLaren Blanchet. Photo by Vicki Wright

