SBOANJ AND TrotPAC PLAN MURPHY FUNDRAISER
On Thursday, May 4, 2017 at 5:00 pm the Standardbred Breeders & Owners
Association of New Jersey and TrotPAC will host a fundraiser reception in
support of Ambassador Phil Murphy, the likely Democratic nominee for Governor at Deo Volente Farms in Flemington, New Jersey.
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Murphy has earned significant
Democratic Party support from
coveted county ballot line placements to political support from
leaders like former Governor
Dick Codey to labor unions and
political activists.
SBOANJ President Mark Ford, Ambassador Phil
Murphy and SBOANJ Director Robert Boni
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Given that New Jersey is considered to be a “blue state” and Republican Governor Chris Christie has very
low approval ratings it appears that Ambassador Murphy is the favorite to win
the governor’s race this November.

Director Spotlight

We urge your support of this private event. It will be an opportunity to inform Ambassador Murphy about our industry and discuss our challenges.

Congratulations Romano
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Several SBOA Directors have already had the opportunity to meet with the
ambassador and start a dialogue with him. We are in a strong position to
develop a mutually beneficial relationship with him and his team. We would
appreciate your attendance as well as you generous financial support of the
event.
For more information visit sboanj.com or contact the SBOANJ office.

SAM MCKEE

Harness racing said goodbye to a great announcer and
even better friend and family man in March with the
passing of Communicators Hall of Fame member Sam
McKee following complications from a stroke suffered
in February. Sam’s passion for the sport and its people
seemed to know no limits.
“He knew everything about everybody, because he
cared,” said driver Yannick Gingras, a Meadowlands
regular who is on the SBOANJ’s Board of Directors. “It
wasn’t just because of who somebody was --- it was everybody. He would know your kids, he would know their
activities, what they liked, what you liked.
“And it wasn’t just with me; I heard him talk with many
other people over the years. I thought that made him really special. He just had such an aura about him. He wasn’t
faking it. He was just a truly great person.”
Sam’s interest in harness racing and announcing dated
back to his years growing up in Michigan, where his family
raced Standardbreds as a hobby. When Sam was a teenager, legendary announcer Roger Huston put him behind the
microphone during qualifiers at The Meadows and thereafter helped launch Sam’s career by getting him announcing
jobs at fairs in Ohio.
Over the ensuing years, Sam made a name for himself
in the Midwest before arriving in New Jersey in the late
1990s to share announcing duties at the Meadowlands. He
soon added the role of TV coordinator at the track and in
2007 also became the director of simulcasting.
Sam also worked the Grand Circuit meets at the Delaware County Fair, where he hosted the Little Brown Jug
week simulcast, and The Red Mile. He was elected to the
Michigan Harness Horsemen’s Association Hall of Fame in
2009. In 2012, he received the sport’s highest honor when
he was elected to the Communicators Hall of Fame in
Goshen, N.Y.
“Sam was the modern day Mr. Harness Racing,” said
Ken Warkentin, Sam’s colleague at the Meadowlands. “It
seemed like he knew everybody and everything about the
sport. And Sam could do it all. He was talented, passionate,
positive and an inspiration to all. And everybody knew it.
He was so much fun to work with. He just made people
and everything around him better.”

off on a lot
of people. I
know it did me. He was
always very upbeat.
The interaction I had with Sam, whether it was on camera
or off camera, was always fun and it was always something
I felt good about. It was genuine. His enthusiasm for harness racing and people was right from his heart.”
Added Gingras, “Every time you did an interview or talked
with him, he always told you it was a pleasure. He was
so good at what he did he made everybody’s job easier
around him. And he never even thought that way. He just
appreciated everybody’s contribution, and meanwhile he
gave the best contribution. That’s what really stood out.”
His immense passion for harness racing was only surpassed by his love for his family. Sam enjoyed nothing more
than spending time on their small Blairstown farm, riding and caring for the horses. Sam was preceded in death
by his mother and is survived by his wife Christine; three
daughters, Meagan, Melissa and Lindsey; sister, Sally; father,
Alton; and step-mother, Theresa.
“Sam McKee is a legend in the harness racing industry and
was great at what he did, but you’d have to multiply that
greatness to understand just how incredible he was as a
father,” daughter Lindsey said.

Hall of Fame driver John Campbell, who for decades has
called the Meadowlands home, said “we were so fortunate
that Sam chose harness racing.”

“He was an amazing family man,” Warkentin said. “He was
a true Hall of Famer; a great person, honest and pure. A
true friend to many and a real gentleman. When I first
heard of his passing I said it couldn’t be possible. And the
first thing I thought was he wasn’t going anywhere. He’s
always going to be here with us in so many ways. We will
never forget Sam McKee.”

“With his talent, personality and knowledge, he could have
been an announcer in any sport. He was such a shining light.
He just had that bubbly, exuberant personality for what he
was doing.When he was doing interviews, I think it rubbed

Memorial contributions may be made to the Harness
Horse Youth Foundation, 16575 Carey Road, Westfield, IN
46074 or the American Heart and Stroke Association at
donatenow.heart.org.

2016 NEW JERSEY

STANDOUTS

This past February at the annual Dan Patch Awards
Banquet, held in Las Vegas, Nevada, numerous New
Jersey connections received coveted awards.

Other Jersey connection honorees include Thomas
Cassidy, Chaplain Lee Alphen and Leo McNamara.
Thomas Cassidy, a racing analyst for TVG received
First, Always B Miki was named harness racing’s Pac- the Clyde Hirt Media Award. The Appreciation
er of the Year as well as Horse of the Year by the U.S. Award went to Chaplain Lee Alphen for bringing
Harness Writers Association. The son of Always A the gospel to the thoroughbred and standardbred
Virgin out of the mare Artstopper, was bred by Joe racing communities for more than 40 years. Leo
Hurley’s Roll The Dice Stable, which owns the stal- McNamara past SBOANJ executive administrator,
lion with Bluewood Stable and Christina Takter.
was honored with the Lifetime Achievement Award
for his involvement with the New Jersey racing community.
Dr. Patricia Hogan was awarded the most prestigious honor of all, the 2016 Service to Youth Award,
from the Harness Horse Youth Foundation. The
Service To Youth Award is given to individuals or
organizations who exemplify outstanding effort in
facilitating youth participation in harness racing.
Dr. Hogan a well-known and well-respected veterinarian whose clinic is located in New Jersey, is most
notably known for her involvement with Dan Patch
Horse of the Year Always B Miki. She is most graThe successful collaboration of Jimmy Takter and cious in her efforts to give back to the racing indusDavid Miller with Always B Miki lead them to be re- try. Her philanthropy and kind heart does not stop
peat winners in 2016. Jimmy Takter was again the with the horses, she serves as an exceptional role
recipient of the Dan Patch Trainer of the Year award, model for countless young people with aspirations
while David Miller was named the Dan Patch Driver to become involved with horses and the possibility
of the Year for the second year in a row.
of becoming a vet.
New Jersey resident winners include Grand Circuit
Driver of the Year Yannick Gingras and Caretaker
of the Year Justin MacEachern. MacEachern is the
caretaker for 2016 Breeders Crown 3-Year-Old Filly
Pace champion Call Me Queen Be.

In a time where the future of racing in New Jersey
struggles against neighboring states, New Jersey
connections continue to make their mark in the
harness racing industry.

CONGRATULATIONS SUSTAINING STAKES

JOHN CAMPBELL PAYMENTS DUE

John Campbell, a Hambletonian Society director
for the past 25 years and hall of fame driver was
unanimously elected president and chief executive
officer of the Society. Campbell intends on fulfilling
his driving commitments through June of this year.
He strongly believes that our sport can be a relevant attraction and plans to hit the ground running
when he replaces current president on July 1, 2017.

2017 3 YO SMITH TROT DUE APRIL 15TH
2017 2 YO DANCER TROT DUE MAY 15TH
2017 2 YO FUTURITY #52 DUE MAY 15TH

NEW JERSEY CLASSIC AND
MISS NEW JERSEY RACES
As you know The New Jersey Classic and the
Miss New Jersey events were announced as For this reason we our suspending all fucancelled earlier in the year. However, a ture payments. Those eligible to the events
lawsuit was initiated to determine whether will be contacted about the final outcome
the race had to be held.

of the litigation.

Judge Owen McCarthy ruled on March 13, Please continue to check the website or
2017 that the race did not have to be held. contact the SBOANJ office for any addiHowever, there is a possibility of an appeal. tional questions.

SBOANJ STAKE PROGRAMS FUTURE
The SBOANJ is currently evaluating the races will be announced shortly in a fucurrent stakes program.

Changes for ture press release and in the upcoming

foals of 2016 to SBOANJ sponsored stakes stakes guide.

Medical Clinic
2017

This past fall marked the grand opening of the BCAP sponsored Medical
Clinic at Gaitway Farms. The clinic will reopen this spring to provide
free medical attention to insured and uninsured patients. The clinic will
perform the following services free of charge: checkups, acute illness,
minor emergencies, lab work, continuance of care, referrals and much more. These services are available
to all NJ Farm and training center : stable employees, trainers, second trainers, farm employees and
NJRC licensed horsemen. Continue to check SBOANJ.com for more information on 2017 dates or
contact Dr. Chris Samaha of BCAP at 732-740-5376.

CONGRATULATIONS ANTHONY ROMANO
Last month at the Harness
Horsemen
International
Annual Meeting held in Las
Vegas, Nevada Mr. Anthony
Romano was named a HHI
At-Large Director.

a national basis. Plus offer
professional representation
and third party insurance
coverage.
Anthony Romano will be a
great asset to HHI bringing
with him years of experience
as a director of the Standardbred Breeders and Owners
Association of New Jersey.

HHI works directly with
State Standardbred Organizations to provide advise,
consultation and support on

ANTHONY ABBATIELLO ON THE MEND
It was brought to our attention recently that dustry in New Jersey. He is also currently a
Anthony Abbatiello is dealing with some health commissioner of the New Jersey Racing Comissues.
mission. Mr. Abbatiello was and continues to
be a huge asset to the harness racing industry.
Mr. Abbatiello is the original founder of the
Standardbred Breeders and Owners Associa- We here at the SBOANJ are sending warm
tion of New Jersey. In 1961 Abbatiello and a wishes and speedy recovery to Mr. Abbatiello.
handful of people worked together to form the If you would like to send a get well card to Mr
SBOA for all horse personnel with the mission Abbatiello his address is Anthony T Abbatiello
to support and promote the standardbred in- 176 Stone Hill Road Colts Neck, NJ 07722.

Reminders
22ND ANNUAL
GOLF OUTING
SAVE THE DATE
MONDAY JULY 10TH
AT GAMBLERS
RIDGE GOLF
COURSE
CREAM RIDGE, NJ

1095

FAIR WINDS FARM

EXPECT TO RECEIVE
YOUR1095 IRS FORMS
IN THE MAIL THIS
WEEK IF YOU HAVE
NOT ALREADY

THE 4TH ANNUAL

IRS FORM

PLEASE CONTACT THE
OFFICE IF YOU NEED A
COPY OF YOUR FORM
IMMEDIATELY

OPEN HOUSE

FAIR WINDS FARM
OPEN HOUSE
WILL BE HELD
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Michael J. Gulotta, founder and CEO of
Deo Volente Farms, has been involved
in the world of harness racing for over
25 years. He developed a passion for
the sport as a twelve year old when
his Grandfather took him to the track
at Yonkers to see his first race, it was
then and there that he decided, “one
day I’m going to own a racehorse.”
Boy did he ever. While perusing a career as an Actuary, Mike’s keen eye and
knowledge of the sport made him the
proud owner of top champions, including 2001 & 2002 champion Filly Pacer
of the Year WORLDLY BEAUTY, stakes
winner LITTLE MISS K, and 2006 Older Pacer of the Year LIS MARA, among
many other accomplished Standardbred horses.
Upon the heels of this success, Gulotta
entered the breeding industry, founding Deo Volente Farms with a board
of investors in 2008 and brought a
herd of broodmares with incredible
pedigree and records. With the focus
on high quality breeding and building
a world-class reputation, in 2009 the
Farm bred, raised and sold the two
year old filly pacing world champion,
I LUV THE NITELIFE and the trotting
world record holder PERFECT ALLIANCE.
Beyond this Mike Gulotta and Deo Volente Farms have taken an active role
in the fight for the NJ Standardbed industry. They developed the innovative
global syndication of Trixton, the 2014
Hambletonian winner to stand at Deo
Volente Farms in Flemington, NJ. In
2016, they took the next step in innovation, developing a strategic horizontal
partnership to unite two segments of
the US Horse Racing Industry wherein Taylormade Farms and Deo Volente

which generated $1.2 billion in revenue per year.

Michael Gulotta

Farms “swapped” shares in their
prize stallions Trixton and California
Chrome.
Gulotta is a masterful negotiator and
no stranger to the legislative process.
Prior to founding Deo Volente Farms,
Mr. Gulotta enjoyed a successful career as an actuary, serving as Chief
Actuary for AT&T from 1970 to 1985.
Subsequently, he became the Chairman of the Board and CEO of Actuarial Sciences Associates, Inc. from
1985 through 2000. As CEO, he led
the company’s public policy presence.
He testified on numerous legislative
reforms relating to employee benefits
before the United States Senate and
the House of Representatives. Furthermore, he served as Chairman of
the Financial Executives Institute Committee on Employee Benefits and the
Chairman of the Society of Actuaries
Pension Committee.
After growing Actuarial Sciences Associates, Inc., Mr. Gulotta led the merger
of ASA into Aon Corporation and was
named Vice Chairman of AON Consulting in 2000. Subsequently, he was
named Chairman for Aon Consulting,

Mr. Gulotta was appointed by President Clinton to the Department of
Labor’s Advisory Council, and was
named Chairman of that Council by
President Clinton. His nomination was
advanced by the President of the Communications Workers of America. He
was also appointed to Governor Chris
Christie’s Transition Team in 2009 and
served on the Team’s Sports and Entertainment Committee. He is also
currently a member of the Board of
Trustees of the New Jersey Sire Stakes.
Michael Gulotta currently serves as an
SBOANJ director, Treasurer, Chairman
of the Breeders Committee, as well as
a Trustee on the NJ Sire Stakes board.
In collaboration with the SBOANJ, he
met with over 25 NJ Legislators and
political leaders to educate them on
the benefits and necessity of allocating
a percentage of gross gaming revenue
to the horsemen on any bill that would
allow gaming outside of Atlantic City.
His efforts in concert with other directors of the SBOA continues tirelessly to this day.
Gulotta was honored by the Harness
Writers in 2009 with the Haughton
“Good Guy” Award. He has also been
recognized for his philanthropic efforts
by a Joint Resolution by the New Jersey Senate and the Assembly for his
work in building 21 homes for homeless families and for raising funds for
the construction of a school for 700
children in Grand Boulage, Haiti.
Indeed, the SBOA and its members
are fortunate to be blessed with the
passion that this gentleman has for our
industry and its people.

FOR THE LATEST SBOANJ NEWS “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK!

Dear Members

ing jobs, and providing millions in tax revenue to
New Jersey.

The SBOANJ is currently interviewing PR Firms to
represent us for 2017. Hoping to convince politi-

We hope to have a firm retained very soon and

cians and the future Governor the need for alterna-

hopefully announce them in the next issue.

tive revenue to help support our industry.
This past February I attended the annual USTA
The goal is to have a firm that will be able to tell meeting in Las Vegas, Nevada. In this meeting the
our story as to why it is imperative for the equine new President Russell Williams was elected.

In

industry to receive any form of state aid to keep addition to Ivan Axelrod being reelected chairthe industry afloat. The next two years are crucial man, Don Marcan elected Vice Chairman and Sally
for our industry as the Legislature contemplates Stauffer elected Executive Secretary.
a plan to bring additional revenue to racetracks.
Our story is quite simple: revenue raised will pre-

Please continue to support both the Meadowlands

serve thousands of New Jersey jobs for the men and Freehold racetracks for 2017.
and women that service the state’s equine industry.
For Legislators, a new Governor, voters, and the Mark Ford
public at large, the answer is that New Jersey residents care about protecting horse farms
and open spaces, preserving existTrotPAC continues to work on

nor and the receptions will give

behalf of the New Jersey horse-

TrotPAC an opportunity to inform

men to meet with politicians on a reg-

the Ambassador of our current situation.

ular basis to help raise awareness to the harness
racing industry’s need for alternative revenue.

As TrotPAC continues to work diligently to form
new alliances with government officials your sup-

Their most recent endeavor is to co-host the Phil port is of the up most importance. Attendance
Murphy fundraiser with SBOANJ. Ambassador and or financial support in any way possible is
Phil Murphy is a candidate for New Jersey gover-

greatly appreciated.

VISIT TROTPAC.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION

64 Business Route 33
Manalapan, NJ 07726

Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey
64 Business Route 33, Manalapan, NJ 07726 Phone: 732-462-2357 Fax: 732-409-0741
Email: info@sboanj.com Website: www.sboanj.com
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New Jersey Sire Stakes
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Freehold — 732-462-3800
Meadowlands—201-460-4137
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