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Release of Purse Money in Overnight Races 

Effective immediately, the request submitted by the Standardbred Breeders and 

Owners Association of New Jersey to permit the release of purse money prior to 

post race testing results has been approved by the New Jersey Racing Commission.   

 This approval was granted on an experimental basis through December 31, 

2016 and applies to all overnight races offering a purse of $25,000 or less conducted 

at the Meadowlands and Freehold Racetracks. 

 “After extensive negotiations, on what seemed to be a simple request, we 

have reached an agreement,” said SBOANJ President Mark Ford. “Thanks to the 

management at the Meadowlands, Freehold and the Racing Commission, our mem-

bers will no longer have to endure lengthy wait times before receiving their purse 

checks.” 

 Purse checks at Freehold and the Meadowlands will continue to go through 

the normal bookkeeping process and then, will be quickly released.  Checks will be 

put in the mail before the post race tests are completed.  For example, all the checks 

from Friday, February 12, 2016 were placed in the mail  Friday, February 19, 2016. 

 This directive does not apply to horses selected for post-race testing in stake 

races, overnight races in excess of $25,000 or the release of claim money prior to 

receipt of testing results.  



 

 

 

Goodbye Gary  
You Will Be Missed 
Gary Wolff, longtime Director of Track Maintenance at the 

Meadowlands is leaving to become the new track superin-

tendent at Hoosier Park in Indiana.  Wolff has served in his 

position at the Meadowlands since 2008.  He oversaw the 

maintenance of the Meadowlands Harness and Thorough-

bred surfaces as well as the backstretch.  Prior to his posi-

tion at the Meadowlands, he served as the track superinten-

dent at Freehold Raceway, Garden State Park, and Buffalo 

Raceway.  

“Gary was always willing to work with us to get the best 

racing surface possible, we thank him for his services,” said 

Leo McNamara.  Gary will be sorely missed as he has been a 

huge asset to the New Jersey horsemen.  The Director of 

Track Maintenance is not an easy position to hold at any 

track let alone the Meadowlands Racetrack.  He was always 

willing to listen to the horsemen’s complaints and he did his 

best to correct them.   

Thank you Gary for everything you have done and good 

luck to you in all of your future endeavors. 

Welcome Ryan Napierala 
Ryan Napierala will be replacing Gary Wolff as the 

new Director of Track Maintenance at the Meadow-

lands Racetrack.  Ryan comes highly recommended.  

He was previously the racetrack manager at White 

Birch Farms as well as serving in various other 

maintenance positions at several training centers in 

New Jersey.   

Ryan and Gary worked together for several weeks to 

ensure a smooth transition.  The SBOANJ welcomes 

Ryan and is looking forward to working with him in 

the future.  He has some big shoes to fill but he is 

ready to take on the task and show what skills he has 

to offer. 

Gary Wolff admiring the plaque the SBOANJ presented him with in appreciation for all 

he has done in New Jersey.  Photo courtesy of Linda Goss 



 

  

New Jersey  
Breeders Incentive Programs 

 
New Jersey has rebate programs available to breeders and all 
forms can be found online at sboanj.com.  The Residency In-
centive Programs have been developed to entice breeders to 
not only breed to New Jersey Stallions but to have their 
mares reside in New Jersey as well.  “The cash breeding in-
centives will make breeding in New Jersey even more attrac-
tive” said Michael Gulotta, chairman of the Breeders Commit-

tee and president of Deo Volente Farms. 

These programs consist of two incentives:  the Renaissance 
Incentive and the NJ Pacing Stallion Breeding Incentive.  Both 

rewarding and easy to obtain. 

The Renaissance Incentive for 2016 stallions consists of two 
types of payments throughout two years.  One of the pay-
ments is for mares that reside in New Jersey for at least 150 
days and are made eligible to the NJSS or the NJ Develop-
ment Fund.  Payments of $500 will be made to registered 
owners after verification of breeding and residency (not prior 
to Aug 1, 2016).  The second incentive in this program is for 
foals of NJ stallions.  Mare residency is not required to obtain 
this payment.  Breeders will receive a 25% refund of the paid 
stud fee, up to $1,500 (in 2017). The requirements for these 
incentives are that the stud fee must be paid by August 1, 
2017, the stallion that the foal was bred to must be enrolled 
in the USTA stars program and foals are nominated to the 

NJSS. 

The NJ Pacing Stallion Breeding Incentive is for those who 

have bred to the following stallions: Great Vintage, Hurrikane 
King Cole, If I Can Dream, Lis Mara, and Philos Hanover.  
Breeders will receive rebates on their stud fees up to $2,500 
for NJ resident mares and 50% (up to $1,250) for non-
resident mares.  Mares must be in the state for 150 days in 
order to receive residency status.  The only requirement for 
the incentive is that the breeders must nominate foals and 
make two year old sustaining payments to the NJSS.  Pay-

ments to the NJSS are due in May 2017 and February 2018.   

All forms for the Breeders Incentive Programs can be found 
at sboanj.com, under the stallions tab. Complete the form and 

submit it to the SBOANJ to register.  

Photo courtesy of Vicky Wright 

Thomas D’Altrui 
Gone But Not Forgotten 
Thomas D'Altrui, influential harness racing pioneer in the 

state of New Jersey, passed away on Friday, January 29, 2016. 

The devoted family man was  96.  

Tom served the Standardbred Breeders and Owners Associ-

ation of New Jersey as director for 34 years (Man of the 

Year, 1983), director of Harness Horse International for 34 

years (Man of the Year, 2000) and director of the United 

States Trotting Association for 18 years. His lifelong love of 

harness racing forged the creation of DI Farms in Hills-

borough, N.J.  

The photo above depicts Tom himself in the winner circle at 

the Meadowlands Racetrack with last year’s winner of the  

esteemed Thomas D’Altrui Miss New Jersey race. 

2015 Thomas D’Altrui and Miss New Jersey Win Photo.  Thomas D’Altrui is the  

front right.  Photo credit Carol Hodes. 



 

 

Remembering 

William Weaver 
 

New Jersey recently lost a harness racing 

icon, William Weaver III, 79, who died 

February 10, 2016.  Known to everyone 

as Bill, he was born in New York City, 

grew up in Connecticut and graduated 

from William College in 1958.  Bill 

served in the U.S. Navy as an officer for 

four years.  He started a career in bank-

ing, but it was his love of sports and ani-

mals that led him to the harness racing 

industry.   

 

Mr. Weaver enjoyed breeding a small 

number of horses every year and had 

enormous success.  He bred the influen-

tial trotting sire, Valley Victory, as well as 

several other division champions.  Valley 

Victory was the sport’s top 2 year old 

colt trotter in 1988 winning 11 of 14 life-

time races before being retired at age 3 

because of illness.  Valley Victory has 

sired Hambletonian colt winners Victory 

Dream and Muscles Yankee as well as 

the famous filly Continentialvictory.  His 

colts went on to produce Hambletonian 

winners of their own.   Mr. Weaver also 

bred the notable division champions 

Chocolatire, Laddie, To Dream On, Was 

It A Dream and Wheeling N Dealin, not 

to mention millionaire trotting mare Elu-

sive Desire. Bill was inducted into the 

Harness Racing Hall of Fame in 2014. 

 

Bill was a philanthropist as well as horse 

lover.  He was a very humble man and 

never wanted to be in the spotlight, even 

though he deserved to be.  His generous 

donations have helped support organiza-

tions like the SPHO-NJ and SRF to fur-

ther horses’ lives long after their racing 

career has ended.  Bill was a huge sup-

porter of the SBOANJ’s golf outing and 

never turned down a donation request.  

 

The office staff enjoyed his visits, which 

always included Dunkin Donuts munch-

kins or a box of chocolates.  Bill Weaver 

was a great man and will be missed in the 

racing industry as well as by everyone 

whose life he touched.     

Bill Weaver Photo courtesy of Vicky Wright  

The BCAP Medical Clinics will be coming soon to offer free 

screenings to all members.  Screenings will include the following 

test: Cholesterol, Triglycerides, Pulse ox, Blood pressure, 

Height and Weight.   

Locations & Times 

April 11 - White Birch Farms : 11:30pm - 1:30pm 

April 21 - Freehold Raceway : 12:00pm  - 2:00pm 

April 25 - Magical Acres : 11:30pm - 1:30pm 

May 5  - Gaitway Farms : 11:30pm - 1:30pm 

SCREENINGS 



 

  

STAKES PAYMENTS 
STAKES PAYMENTS 

SBOANJ and Freehold 

Raise Funds to Support 

Classy Lane Fire Victims 
On January 18, 2016 The Standardbred Breeders and Own-

ers Association of New Jersey combined forces with Free-

hold Raceway raising over $8,700 (CA) to support the 

horsemen that fell victim to the fire at Classy Lane Training 

Center in Puslinch Ontario.  Many of the drivers and train-

ers donated their percentages from the January 18, 2016 

race card as well as sponsored races to benefit their fellow 

horsemen.  The SBOANJ and Freehold Raceway made a 

contribution equaling the amount the horsemen raised. 

All the proceeds will go the six trainers housed in the barn 

who lost  all of their stable equipment as well more than 40 

Standardbred racehorses.  Anyone interested in donating 

should mail checks payable to “Classy Lane Barn Fire” to the 

Central Ontario Standardbred Association PO Box 297 

Campbellville, ON L0P 1B0.  CANADA 

SUPPLEMENTAL  

NOMINATIONS 

DUE MARCH 15 

 

2017 NJ Pacing Classic 

New Jersey Futurity #51 

2017 Smith Trot 

2016 Dancer Trot 

 

 

 

SUSTANING 

PAYMENTS 

DUE MARCH 15 

 

2016 NJ Pacing Classic 

2017 NJ Pacing Classic 

2017 Smith Trot 

2016 Dancer Trot 

New Jersey Futurity #50 

New Jersey Futurity #51 

 

SUSTANING 

PAYMENTS 

DUE APRIL 15 

 

2016 Smith Trot 



 

 

  
 

 This year marks the 25th anniversary of 

the only woman to hold the position of 

board member with the Standardbred 

Breeders and Owners Association of 

New Jersey, Jacqueline Ingrassia.   

Jacquie has been in the harness racing 

industry since 1950.  She is originally 

from England, where she began in the 

business.  Fortunately for us she was 

geographically located near someone in 

the business, and that is where the har-

ness racing bug first bit her.  She began 

training and jogging horses, and then in 

1970 she moved to the Freehold area 

where she began to make her mark as 

one of the few woman drivers in har-

ness racing industry.   

Jacquie has won over 1,100 races as a 

driver and is one of only two women 

drivers to reach this feat.  Though she 

was the second female driver to reach 

1,000 wins, she is the first and only fe-

male driver to win a Triple Crown race.  

In 2000 Ingrassia not only drove in the 

prestigious Yonkers Trot, she also won 

it.  “Winning the Yonkers Trot with 

Goalfish is my proudest moment to 

date,” she said. 

Jacquie has served 25 years as a board 

member of the SBOANJ.  She also holds 

the position of USTA Board Chairman 

of its District 12 for New Jersey.  In-

grassia has seen a lot of changes to the 

industry in her time.  If she could make 

one change to better the harness racing 

industry it would be to have one gov-

erning body over the industry as a 

whole.  “I think it would be great to 

have one set of rules for every track, 

similar to the way the NFL has one set 

of rules and one governing body over 

the whole sport” said Ingrassia.  The 

idea would be to create a level playing 

field, a uniform set of rules and unite 

the sport as a whole. 

Jacqueline Ingrassia is a role model not 

only for young women in the sport but 

for anyone in the industry.  She has an 

admirable work ethic and strong deter-

mination to not only better herself in a 

male dominated industry but to help 

preserve the future of harness racing. 

FOR THE LATEST SBOANJ NEWS “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK!  

Jacqueline Ingrassia in her element jogging on the 

track.  Photo courtesy of  Jacqueline Ingrassia 



 

  

Dear Members 

I am truly excited about the direction the SBOA is headed.  

In a short time we have made significant changes to many of 

our programs. 

I would like to thank the New Jersey Racing Commission and 

the management teams from both the Meadowlands Race-

track and Freehold Raceway for their collaboration on the 

purse checks agreement.  I feel it will strongly help improve 

wait times for purse money. 

With the implementation of the new qualifications to the 

insurance program, we were able to enroll 35 new members.  

This is almost a 70% increase in new members from previous 

open enrolment years.  We will continue to  strive to pro-

vide insurance to as many horsemen and women as we can.  

If you have any inquires or suggestions regarding the insur-

ance program, please feel free to contact the office. 

At this time I would also like to acknowledge how fortunate 

our industry is as an association to have Anthony Perretti as 

Chairman of TrotPac.  Anthony and the TrotPac trustees 

have been very busy attending several political events and 

talking to state legislators on our behalf.  There are many 

more political events in the upcoming months that Mr. Per-

retti has assured us he will attend to continue to campaign 

for New Jersey horsemen. 

Recently, we have lost many of our beloved horsemen and 

members of our community, including: Bill Weaver, Tom 

D’Altrui and Dr. Amy Gerber.  I would like to take this op-

portunity to express my condolences to their family and 

friends.  

Sincerely, 

Mark Ford 

Frequently Asked Questions 
To The SBOA Off ice Sta f f  

Q: What is the AIG life insurance form? 

A: The AIG life insurance is a $10,000 life insurance policy for all primary insurance members.  It is included in your 

insurance coverage, and there is no additional cost.  You need to fill out the AIG form and return it to the SBOA 

office.  In order to have a beneficiary on file. 

Q: Are we supposed to get new insurance cards? 

A: Yes, you should have received a new insurance card with both Meritain (health) and Express Scripts (prescription) 

information in one card in the mail 

Q: Are we supposed to receive dental insurance cards? 

A: Yes, Delta Dental sent out cards to all members.  However, it is not necessary to present an actual card to your 

dentist.  Delta Dental sends them for those like to have physical cards. 

Have a question? Email the staff at info@sboanj.com 



 

STANDARDBRED BREEDERS & OWNERS ASSOCIATION OF NEW JERSEY 

64 Business Route 33, Manalapan, NJ 07726  Phone: 732-462-2357  Fax: 732-409-0741 

Email: info@sboanj.com   Website: www.sboanj.com 

OFFICERS 
Mark Ford 

President 

Mark Mullen 
First Vice President 

Robert Boni 
Second Vice President 

Christopher Ryder 
Third Vice President 

Alfred Ochsner Jr. 
Treasurer 

Anthony Romano 
Secretary 

Leo McNamara 
Executive Administrator 

DIRECTORS 
Stephen P. Dey III VMD 

Michael J. Gulotta 

Jacqueline Ingrassia 

Dennis Lane 

Thomas F. Luchento 

Richard Meirs VMD 

Anthony Perretti 

Thomas Pontone 

Paul Wojtowicz 

RACETRACK REP 
Linda Goss 

Meadowlands 201-842-5075 

Freehold  732-252-2323  

Ext 4365 

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL 
AJ Sabath 

LEGAL COUNSEL 
Dennis Dowd 

PUBLICITY CONSULTANT 
Courtney Stafford 

IMPORTANT 
PHONE NUMBERS 

 

New Jersey Sire Stakes 
609-292-8830 

 

Harness Horsemen 
International 
609-747-1000 

 

License/Fingerprint 
NJ Racing Commission 
Trenton—609-292-0613 

Freehold — 732-462-3800 
Meadowlands—201-460-4137 

 

NJ Trailer Ban—NJTP 
800-336-5875 

 

64 Business Route 33 

Manalapan, NJ 07726   


