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BONUS PROGRAM FOR NJ-SIRED HORSES TO START IN DECEMBER 
The Standardbred Breeders and Owners Association of New Jersey and the Meadowlands will be implementing a 

bonus program for several of its overnight races for New Jersey-sired horses.   

The program will begin on Friday, December 5, 2014 and feature a 60 per-
cent bonus on purses for non-winners of one, two, three or four pari-mutuel 

races for New Jersey-sired horses.   

The bonus program encompasses both genders and gaits. 

The purse structure: 

Non-Winners of 1:  $10,000 (Plus $6,000 for New Jersey-sired horses) or $16,000 for New Jersey-sired 

Non-Winners of 2: $12,500 (Plus $7,500 for New Jersey-sired horses) or $20,000 for New Jersey-sired 

Non-Winners of 3: $15,000 (Plus $9,000 for New Jersey-sired horses) or $24,000 for New Jersey-sired 

Non-Winners of 4: $17,500 (Plus $10,500 for New Jersey-sired horses) or $28,000 for New Jersey-sired 

“Competing with the slots-enriched programs in surrounding states is not an easy thing for New Jersey racing as 
we all know,” said Meadowlands Chairman Jeff Gural.  “But as tough as it is on our racing product, it is devastat-
ing to our breeding industry.  This program has been designed to help support the breeders in the state of New 

Jersey and help encourage horsemen to support New Jersey sired yearlings that go through the sales ring.” 

“I am very proud to announce this program together with the Meadowlands,” said SBOANJ President Tom Lu-
chento.  “We continue to work together in helping both the on-track product and the breeders in this state.  We 
have a lot of work to do, but this is a positive step for the New Jersey program and I expect more good things in 

the future.  I want to thank Jeff Gural and his team for working with us in formulating this plan.” 

PENNINGTON NAMED FREEHOLD’S ASSISTANT RACING SECRETARY 

Rob Pennington, an award-winning caretaker and activist for standardbred causes, has been named Freehold’s assis-

tant racing secretary and program director 

The Freehold meet begins on Thursday, August 28, 2014. 

Pennington, a 34-year-old Ohio-native who currently lives in Allentown, NJ, was hon-
ored as the Harness Tracks of America Caretaker of the Year in 2013 and has been 

a groom for the Noel Daley Stable since 2009. 

“I am very excited [about this new challenge],” said Pennington.  “I wanted to stay in 
the standardbred business yet put myself out there in a position where I could bet-
ter myself and the business.  I am extremely passionate about the standardbred 

industry as well as the breed.” 

Pennington is on the board of directors of the Standardbred Pleasure Horse Organi-
zation [SPHO] and has volunteered his services to the Open Space Pace Commit-
tee, the Riding Under Saddle program and the Standardbred Retirement Founda-

tion. 

“I've worked with Rob on several committees, and I know how passionate he is about the industry,” said Karen Fagliar-
one, Freehold’s director of racing and racing secretary.  “Although he has never had any race office experience, he is a 
quick learner.  Aside from assisting in the race office in the mornings, he will be the attendant in the winner’s circle and 

will expand our social media sites in the afternoons.” 

Peter J. Iovino, the former assistant racing secretary, accepted a position as racing secretary for Saratoga Harness.   

Rob Pennington 
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The newspapers have been filled with talk 

of alternative gambling options in New Jer-

sey, which will help to support our purse 

structure in the future.   

These rumblings from Trenton give us hope 

that something will happen, but we cannot 

let up on our efforts to work with suppor-

tive legislators and win over those who do 

not yet appreciate the importance of the 

horse racing and breeding industries in 

New Jersey. 

As it stands now, there is legislation on the 

Governor’s desk for sports wagering, and 

we await his decision and his signature on 

that bill. 

We continue to work on ideas to enhance 

our breeding and racing programs and sup-

port the future of the New Jersey Sire 

Stakes and our New Jersey-sired racing and 

stakes program.  These are areas in which 

we need short term options to help our cur-

rent New Jersey horsemen, and long term 

solutions and steady sources of funding to 

draw stallions back to our breeding farms. 

We are glad to see a resolution to the re-

cent dispute between Meadowlands Chair-

man Jeff Gural and driver Brian Sears.  Be-

hind the scenes, we were engaged in con-

versations to encourage that Gural talk 

things over with Sears and, thankfully. both 

sides sat down and worked out their differ-

ences. 

Finally, we want to thank SBOANJ Director 

Mark Mullen for hosting an Open House at 

his Fair Winds Farm in Cream Ridge on 

Sunday, June 29, 2014, as part of New Jer-

sey’s Month of the Horse program.  This 

drew hundreds of attendees and exhibitors, 

helping to spread the word about our great 

industry. 

Have a great summer!   
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LAST CALL FOR GOLFERS FOR JULY 14 OUTING 
This is the last call for the Standardbred Breeders & Owners Associa-
tion of New Jersey’s golf outing and fundraiser on Monday, July 14, 

2014 at Gambler Ridge Golf Course in Cream Ridge, NJ. 

The outing features a round of golf, a prime rib dinner and chances 
for door prizes, silent auction items, a 50-50 and a pick up truck 

prize for a hole-in-one at the designated hole..   

The fee is $180 per golfer.  The shotgun start is at 1 p.m., preceded 
by registration, starting at 11:30 a.m., and buffet lunch.  Dinner is at 

6 p.m. and is available to non-golfers for $75. 

The money raised through the golf tournament supports the SBOANJ Horsemen’s Benevolent Fund. 

For more information, contact Polly Hartzell at the SBOANJ office at 732-462-2357. 

BABY RACE VIDEO STREAM NOW AVAILABLE 

The Meadowlands announced on June 26, 2014 that baby races and qualifiers would be streamed 

live on the video link of the Meadowlands website, www.playmeandowlands.com for the balance 

of the summer meet.  Post time is 9:30 a.m.  

D’AMBROSE TO BE HONORED BY NJ’S USHWA CHAPTER 

Suzanne D’Ambrose, of Neptune, NJ is the winner of the 

2014 Stanley Dancer Award from the New Jersey Chapter 

of the U.S. Harness Writers Association.   

The award honors an individual whose efforts on behalf of 

racing and cooperation with the media are in keeping with 

the example set by the late Hall of Fame driver and trainer 

Stanley Dancer, a native of New Egypt, NJ   

D’Ambrose, a freelance equine massage therapist, is a re-

tired high school teacher and mounted police officer.  She 

and her 13-year-old trotter Independent Act, aka Indy, ap-

pear at dozens of outreach events each year for the stan-

dardbred industry.   

D’Ambrose, who is also volunteers extensively with the 

Standardbred Retirement Foundation (SRF).  She even pro-

vides complimentary massages for horses rehabilitating 

from racing injuries and awaiting adoption.   

Independent Act retired from racing at age six and now accompanies D’Ambrose in parades, hunter 

paces, Western trail classes and showmanship competition.  Most recently the two appeared at the Fair 

Winds Open House and at libraries in Howell and Manalapan. 

Previous winners of the Dancer Award, since 1991, were drivers John Campbell, Herve Filion, Ray Rem-

men and Luc Ouellette; trainers Robbie Siegelman, Kevin and John McDermott, Kelly Stackowicz and 

George Teague Jr.; the father-son team of Carl and Rod Allen; the duo of trainer Jimmy Takter and 

owner/amateur driver Mal Burroughs, the Meirs Family of Walnridge Farms for the Niatross Tour, 

Robert J. Sharkey, the go-to guy at Meadowlands, SBOANJ President Tom Luchento, former Meadow-

lands General Manager Chris McErlean and the late veterinarian Dr. Pat Knapman.  

Suzanne & Indy 

http://www.playmeandowlands.com
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MC DERMOTT, LAUER & BOWN NAMED SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 

John McDermott, Jennifer Lauer and Maja Bown have been selected to receive the Standardbred 

Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey Scholarships for 2014. 

Each will receive $2,500 and will be honored in winner’s circle ceremonies at the Meadowlands. 

John McDermott of Lyndhurst, NJ is the son of John and Nancy McDermott and 

was a 2013 SBOANJ Scholarship recipient.  The Bergen County Academies 

graduate recently completed his first year at the University of Florida in Gaines-

ville where he is pursuing a bachelors in science degree in business administra-

tion.  

The Dean’s List student has spent his summers grooming horses for his fa-

ther’s stable, has volunteered for the Harness Horse Youth Foundation and 

worked to clean up fallen trees in Rockaway, NJ after Super Storm Sandy.   

Jennifer Lauer of Hightstown, NJ was a four-year honor roll 

student and captain of the Hightstown swim team and is cur-

rently competing on the college level.  The daughter of trainer Bruce Lauer of 

Cranbury and horsemen’s bookkeeper Marie Lauer of Hightstown has a twin sis-

ter named Stephanie. 

Lauer attends East Stroudsburg University which she has received the student 

athlete award for her grades and participation in intercolle-

giate sports.  Her goal is to become a veterinarian and work 

with wild animals at Six Flags Wild Safari Park. 

Maja Bown, a graduate of West Orange High School, will be attending the Uni-

versity of New Hampshire in the fall.  She plans to combine her interest in sci-

ence and nutrition with a major in dietetics. 

Bown, who has an older sister, Jessica, lost both of her parents in 2007.  Horse 

trainer John Bown passed away in January and his wife, Nancy, who also 

worked with the stable, passed away in July.  Donna and Jim Marshall stepped 

in to help the girls through their difficult loss.   

Maja assists the Marshall Stable on weekends and summers.   

“Being close to the horses brings me great comfort,” she said.   

All three honorees will receive checks and plaques at an evening at the track this summer. 

FREEHOLD RE-OPENS AUGUST 28 

Live racing returns to Freehold Raceway on August 28 with the first leg of 
the New Jersey Sire Stakes Green Acres for two-year-old trotting colts and 

geldings. 

New Jersey-sired trotters will also be in the spotlight in the SBOANJ-
sponsored Marion Dancer for two-year-old filly trotters [final on September 4], the Helen Smith for 
three-year-old filly trotters [on September 5], the Charles Smith for three-year-old colt trotters 
[September 12] and the Harold Dancer for two-year-old colt trotters [September 25].  New Jersey 
Futurity divisions pepper the fall schedule along with Green Acres and the Lou Babic Finals for two-

year-old pacers on September 27.   

The third edition of the Open Space Pace Festival will take place on September 20. 

John McDermott Jr. 

Maja Bown. 

Jennifer Lauer 
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FAVORITES AT GLOUCESTER BECOMES 5TH OTW IN NJ 

New Jersey’s fifth off-track wagering facility, Favorites at Gloucester Township opened to the public on 

Wednesday, July 2, 2014. 

Favorites at Gloucester Township Sports Bar and Off-Track Wagering, which opened under a license granted 
to Freehold Raceway Off-Track, LLC, will be managed by Penn National Gaming, Inc., co-owner of Freehold 

Raceway and the largest operator of pari-mutuel facilities in North America. 

It has been over a dozen years since Garden State Park left a void in the Southern New Jersey horse racing 

landscape.    

“We are excited to finally bring off-track wagering to this area for the loyal racing fans in Camden County and 

the surrounding areas,” said Christopher McErlean, vice president of racing for Penn National Gaming, Inc.     

Located 15 minutes from Philadelphia, off Route 42 on Blackwood-Clementon Road, Favorites at Gloucester 
Township will have a total capacity for more than 

700 guests.     

Amenities include a 50-seat bar surrounded by two 
rings of flat screen TVs; 16 self-service wagering 
terminals and five manned teller stations; an up-
scale wagering area with over 40 individual handi-
capping stations; a 90-seat dining area and an out-

door patio with a bar and seating for 50.      

In total the facility has more than 130 flat screen 
television monitors. The menu will range from 

sports bar staples to nightly dining  specials.     

“We think there will be plenty of options for the regular racing fan as well as the casual customer looking for 

an entertaining night out,” said McErlean. 

“I think Favorites will continue the revitalization of the Blackwood Clementon Road corridor and is bringing 
much needed jobs and economic development to our township,” said Gloucester Township Mayor David 

Mayer.     

“I’ve been supportive of the project since Penn National approached us on their plans nearly two years ago,” 

Mayer added. 

Favorites will open seven days a week at 11:30 a.m.  Admission is free and all guests must be 18 or older to 
enter. The facility is anticipated to generate close to $1 million annually for purses at the state’s four race-

tracks. 

“We think it will be a winner for our guests, the region and the racing industry in the state,” said McErlean. 

BIG M TO HONOR MANZI 

The Meadowlands will honor Hall of Fame 

driver Catello Manzi on Friday, July 25, 

2014. 

Manzi, who retired earlier this year, will be 

saluted for his career, which included 

14,812 victories, 12 Top 5 finishes in the 

driver standings at the Meadowlands and 

a Meadowlands Pace victory in 2006 with 

Artistic Fella. 

 

Helene Gregory for WWRP 

Bill Denver/EquiPhoto 
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Assemblywoman Caroline Casagrande and Corey Callahan 

Assemblywoman Caroline Casagrande [R-11th District] from Colts Neck, NJ defeated three other 

New Jersey lawmakers in the 2014 Legislators Race, an exhibition event between the first and 

second races on Friday night, June 13, 2014 at the Meadowlands Racetrack. 

 

While Casagrande was the first across the wire, 

Senator Dick Codey [D-27th District] was the first 

to make the appeal for the future of the Meadow-

lands. 

 

“You need to do everything you can to get slots 

here at the Meadowlands,” Codey said from the 

winner’s circle at the Meadowlands.  “Call your 

legislators and demand it, demand it!” 

 

The quartet of legislators overcame sloppy condi-

tions and showers as they toured the one-mile 

oval in double-seat jog carts, paired with top driv-

ers at the Meadowlands. 

 

Casagrande, who was teamed with Corey Callahan, stopped the clock in 2:09.2.   

 

Finishing second, about five lengths back, was Codey, partnered with Yannick Gingras, who edged 

out Assemblyman Ralph Caputo [D-28th District], sharing the two-seater with David Miller.  Assem-

blyman Ron Dancer [R-12th District], a former professional driver-trainer and son of Hall of Famer 

Stanley Dancer, was coupled with John Campbell and finished fourth. 

 

“As the only female in the race, my main goal was not to finish last,” said Casagrande.  “I was 

pretty pumped to win it.”   

 

She attributed her success to the tal-

ent of her partner, Corey Callahan, and 

the coincidence of them both sharing 

the same initials – CC. 

 

Each of the legislators was racing on 

behalf of a charity with $1,000 to the 

winner’s charity and $500 to each of 

the other three charities.   

 

Casagrande raced on behalf of the 

Ashley Lauren Foundation, Codey for 

the Codey Fund for Mental Health, 

Caputo for the American Cancer Soci-

ety and Dancer for the Hornerstown 

Baptist Church. 

 

 

ASSEMBLYWOMAN CASAGRANDE WINS LEGISLATORS RACE 

Meadowlands CEO Jason Settlemoir presented checks for charity to the partici-

pants in the Legislators Race: Caroline Casagrande, Ron Dancer, Richard 

Codey and Ralph Caputo. [Photos courtesy of Lisa Photo] 



FAIR WINDS HOSTS MONTH OF THE HORSE OPEN HOUSE 

 

Mark Mullen’s Fair Winds Farm in Cream Ridge 
hosted an open house on Sunday, June 29, 2014 to 

celebrate the Month of the Horse in New Jersey. 

It was a perfect summer day, drawing nearly 300 
visitors between 1 and 4 p.m. to see pastures with 
mares and foals, blacksmith demonstrations, tours 
with Dr. Patty Hogan of the Hogan Equine Clinic, the 
uniquely white pacer White Bliss, fan-favorite Inde-
pendent Act [aka Indy] and exhibits from various 

equine related organizations, clubs and merchants. 

Welcoming remarks were made by Assemblyman 
Ronald Dancer, former Millstone Mayor Nancy 
Grbelja, New Jersey Farm Bureau President Ryck 
Suydam, Monmouth County Freeholder Lillian Burry 
and Fair Winds President Mark Mullen. Maggi 

Romano anchored the opening ceremonies. 

Dr. Patty Hogan 

A muddy White Bliss 

Indy, 4H’ers & Lillian Burry 

Ryck Suydam & 

Mark Mullen 

Ronald Dancer, Mark Mullen, Lillian Burry,  

Karyn Malinowski &  Nancy Grbelja 


