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PASSMASTER HANOVER PREVAILS IN ABBATIELLO NJ CLASSIC
The rain subsided long enough at the Meadowlands on June 13, 2009 to crown winners Passmaster Hanover in the
$500,000 Anthony Abbatiello New Jersey Classic and Showerthemoney in the $175,000 Thomas D’Altrui Miss New
Jersey.
Both stakes are sponsored by the Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey.
Passmaster Hanover, whose sire Cam’s Card Shark won
the New Jersey Classic in 1994, got up in the final
strides for a head victory over Vintage Master [by Western Ideal] in the seventh race. It was a half-length back
to odds-on favorite Dial Or Nodial [Western Ideal] who
cut swift fractions [27.2, 53.4, 1:22.3] and was caught
in the stretch, finishing third.
Passmaster Hanover was a $250,000 yearling purchase
for George Segal’s Brittany Farms of Versailles, KY and
Jeffrey Snyder of New York, NY. Snyder owns Cam’s
Card Shark, who stands at Hanover Shoe Farms of New
Jersey in Lambertville.
The colt, driven by Tim Tetrick, improved his record to
five wins in seven lifetime starts. The mile was clocked New Jersey Classic winner Passmaster Hanover, Tim Tetrick driving.
in a career best 1:50.2 on an off track.
"The fans bet him down pretty hard [2-1 second choice]," trainer Blair Burgess said. "It seems like he earned some
respect from last week [winning his New Jersey Classic elim]. I thought he had to get brave somewhere in the mile.
He still needs that. He's not ready for three moves yet. He had that chance to get brave on the last turn and responded when he got enough room. You win this race, and it's close to the best [horses] that you're going to meet. I
think he belongs with them."
Presenting the trophy was New Jersey Racing Commissioner and
former SBOANJ founding president Anthony Abbatiello.
Although driver Brian Sears was denied a New Jersey Classic victory when Dial Or Nodial finished third, he did win seven races on
the card, including the Miss New Jersey with Showherthemoney .
It marked the second time this season that Sears bagged seven
winners. He also accomplished the feat on February 16, 2009.
Sears rallied Showherthemoney, a daughter of Cam’s Card Shark,
off a second tier trip to take the Miss New Jersey by two and half
lengths in 1:50.4.
A pair of McArdle fillies finished second and third. McGibson
benefited from a pocket trip behind the leader Dawn's Legacy to
finish second, while Scarlet McZara was third by three and a half
lengths in the fifth race co-feature.
Showherthemoney picked up her fifth win. She also has one second and five thirds in 15 career starts. She pushed her bankroll
Miss New Jersey winner Showherthemoney with Brian
over $160,000.
Sears in the sulky.
Photos by Lisa Photo Inc.
It was the first stakes trophy for trainer Bjorn "Bernie" Noren, who
opened his public stable less than six months ago. He received the trophy from Miss New Jersey, Ashley Fairfield as
well as Tom D’Altrui, son of the stakes’ namesake. The senior D’Altrui was unable to attend.
The card also included a pair of $200,000 New Jersey Sire Stakes Championships for three-year-old trotters.
The colts event went to 2008 Dan Patch Two-Year-Old Trotting Colt of the Year Muscle Hill, a son of Muscles Yankee
driven by Sears and trained by Greg Peck, who also won the New Jersey Sire Stakes Championship at two. The Chancellor by Yankee Glide and My Back Pages by Revenue, were second and third, respectively.
Margarita Momma, by Yankee Glide with George Brennan driving the Jan Johnson trainee, rallied three-wide on the
turn and split horses in the stretch to win by a neck over Gabbys Dream, a daughter of Dream Vacation, in the
$200,000 New Jersey Sire Stakes Final for three-year-old trotting fillies. I Wanted Wings, by Muscles Yankee, was
third by three-quarters of a length.
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Burzichelli, Camden Freeholder Jeffrey Nash and former
Rutgers Athletic Director Robert E. Mulcahy III.
I was also a representative of the SBOANJ at a meeting
of 20 industry leaders who convened on Friday, June 19
at the Meadowlands to address topics that ranged from
national and local marketing, the challenges of a centralized commissioner’s office, the coordination of race
dates and simulcasting schedules, and integrity issues.
The daylong session, moderated by Bennett Liebman of
the Government Law Center of Albany Law School, was
attended by myself as well as Ivan Axelrod, USTA chairman of the board; Frank Antonacci Jr., trainer; Jimmy
Bernstein, former horseman and consultant; John Campbell, Hall of Fame driver; Tom Charters, Hambletonian
Society and Breeders Crown president; Bill Finley, racing
writer; Michael Gulotta, owner of Deo Volente Farm; Jeffrey Gural, owner of Tioga Downs and Vernon Downs;
Mark Hunter, owner and businessman; attorney Ken
Jackson of Kentuckiana Farms; Phil Langley, USTA president; Bob Marks, Perretti Farms; Dennis Robinson,
NJSEA CEO; Allan Schott, racing blogger; Jason Settlemoir, vp of racing and simulcast for Tioga Downs and
Vernon Downs; Mike Tanner, USTA executive vp; Tim
Tetrick, driver; Chris Wittstruck, attorney and standardbred owner and Frank Zanzuccki, NJRC exec director.
I also met with Freehold horsemen on closing day, June
6 and, as this was going to press, scheduled a session
with Meadowlands-based horsemen on June 26.
It remains essential that our membership remain united
and supportive of our efforts. This includes contributing,
to the best of your ability, to TrotPAC, the political action
committee that represents our interests with the legislators in Trenton.
Our future is cloudy without your help. You cannot look
to the other guy to save New Jersey racing. You need to
do your part, too!

While we had an opportunity to celebrate great racing
on June 13 with the $500,000 Anthony Abbatiello New
Jersey Classic and the $175,000 Thomas D’Altrui Miss
New Jersey, most of the last couple of months have
been spent in the trenches, trying to get our message to
the governor’s office and the state legislators who hold
our future in their hands.
We have testified before budget committees, met oneon-one with legislators, tried to spread our message
and participated as a member of a pair of commissions.
The Governor’s Commission on the Horse Racing Industry held its first meeting on Wednesday, May 27, 2009
in the State House Annex in Trenton, and I am one of the
15 members of this group.
“Our task is to answer the question of whether horse
racing is viable and what business model we should
adopt in this economic climate,” said Robert Bildner,
who chairs the Commission. “Mr. Luchento mentioned
the ‘perfect storm’ and that might be apt. Atlantic City’s
revenues are down and construction has stalled, there is
new gaming in Pennsylvania and a push for legalization
of internet gambling.”
That was just the opening salvo. This Commission is
scheduled to have monthly meetings and produce a report to the Governor.
The Commission brings together representatives of the
public, state agencies and the legislature. In addition to
Luchento and Bildner, the Commission includes Summit
Mayor Jordan Glatt, New Jersey Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association President Dennis Drazin, Trump Hotel’s Mark Juliano, Harrah’s David Satz, New Jersey
Sports & Exposition Authority CEO Dennis Robinson,
Casino Reinvestment Development Authority’s Thomas
Carver, Office of Economic Growth Chief Jerold Zaro,
Economic Development Authority CEO Caren Franzini,
State Senator Jennifer Beck, Assemblyman John

STANDARDBRED BREEDERS & OWNERS ASSOCIATION OF NEW JERSEY
64 Business Route 33, Manalapan, NJ 07726 Phone: 732-462-2357 Fax: 732-409-0741
Email: sboanj@optonline.net Website: www.sboanj.com
OFFICERS

DIRECTORS

Thomas F. Luchento

Robert Baggitt Sr.

President

RACETRACK

REPRESENTATIVES
Paul Consol

Gary Bergmann

First Vice President

Robert Boni

At the Meadowlands
201-935-8500 Ext 2105

Martin O’Hare

Stephen P. Dey III

Linda Goss

Ed Razzetti
Second Vice President

Kelvin Harrison

Mark Ford

Third Vice President

Jacqueline Ingrassia

Alfred B. Ochsner
Treasurer

PACESETTER EDITOR
Carol Hodes

Dennis Lane

Anthony Romano

Mark Mullen

Secretary

Paul Wojtowicz

Leo McNamara

At Freehold Raceway
732-462-3800 Ext 365

732-462-2357 Ext 11
Printed By

NEWPORT GRAPHICS
John DiSomma

Executive Administrator

PACESETTER

SBOANJ.COM

212-924-2600 Ext 305

2

IMPORTANT
PHONE NUMBERS
New Jersey Sire Stakes
Harness Horsemen
International

609-292-8830

609-747-1000

License/Fingerprint
NJ Racing Commission

Trenton—609-292-0613
Freehold — 732-462-3800
Meadowlands—201-460-4137

NJ Trailer Ban—NJTP
800-336-5875

July/August 2009

NJ SIRE STAKES CROWNS THREE-YEAR-OLD CHAMPS

Margarita Momma [top left], by Yankee Glide with George Brennan driving, and defending divisional champion Muscle Hill [top
right], a son of Muscles Yankee with Brian Sears in the sulky, won $200,000 New Jersey Sire Stakes Finals for three-year-old trotters on June 13 at the Meadowlands. The three-year-old pacing crowns on May 30 went to the filly Scarlet McZara by McArdle
[bottom left] with Andy Miller at the lines, and Dial Or Nodial [bottom right] with Sears driving the Western Ideal colt.
Photos by Lisa Photo Inc.

TrotPAC STILL NEEDS YOUR HELP
The future of racing in New Jersey is going to depend on the future of gaming at our racetracks. Without
the addition of income from slots, sports betting and other forms of gaming, New Jersey’s preeminence in
the world of harness racing is in jeopardy. But it will take funding to tell our story and make our case both
directly to legislators and through the mass media. Without your financial support, we cannot succeed.
This is a critical time to make a critical INVESTMENT in racing’s future in New Jersey through your support
of TrotPAC, the New Jersey standardbred horse industry’s political action committee.
To make donations, send checks made out to TrotPAC to: 64 Business Route 33, Manalapan, NJ 07726.
Check if you do not want to be
listed as a donor □

Name
Address
Phone
Amount Enclosed

Occupation

$

Employer

Return with check made out to TrotPAC to: 64 Business Rte 33, Manalapan NJ 07726

LEVELS: Pegasus [$2,500], Winner’s Circle [$1,000], Clubhouse [$500], Grandstand [$250] or Paddock [all others].
Your name will be acknowledged on our website and Pacesetter for Grandstand level and up.
Election laws require occupation & employer info. Maximum per person donation to a PAC is $7,200
Paid for by TrotPAC, Leo McNamara, Treasurer
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LUCHENTO ADDRESSES HORSEMEN: FREEHOLD WILL BE BACK
The first thing Tom Luchento, president of the Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey, told the
70 horsemen who gathered in the Paddock on June 6 was that this was not the last closing day at Freehold.
“Freehold is coming back,” he said, standing in the crowded Paddock Lounge. “But we’ve agreed to let Freehold cut
back its number of racing dates, from 192 to 168. We did not give up the dates; they’re not lost for good. The track
will have to negotiate with us each year, and if we get gaming revenues to support the purses, we will probably add
those dates back.”
Luchento brought the Freehold-based membership up-to-date on the lawsuit to add sports betting.
“Just this morning on the front page of the newspaper is a story that Governor Corzine came out in favor of sports betting,” he noted. “It is going to take time to accomplish this but this is a good sign.
“We know that the only way to save racing is alternate gaming,” Luchento explained. “Sports betting is one of the
pieces in the puzzle. You need to make the racetrack an event and offer a bunch of different games. We have to
stick together and wait it out. I am hopeful we will have slots, too.”
Luchento reminded horsemen that the Meadowlands is offering bonuses for New Jersey owned and bred horses, lowered its minimum claiming and condition levels and is struggling to fill fields.
“With Freehold closed for two months, there are opportunities for you at the Meadowlands,” he said. “But you need to
look ahead and improve your stock. If there is slots money, you won’t be able to race your cheap horses.”
Racing is expected to return to Freehold on August 12 with a Wednesday through Saturday schedule.
Luchento acknowledged that times are difficult for the horsemen but urged them to donate to the New Jersey harness
racing industry’s political action committee, TrotPAC.
“Without your donations, we don’t have the money to go forward,” he said. “We need you to reach down and donate
whatever you can afford.”

LAST CALL FOR JULY 13 GOLF OUTING
This is the last call for the 14th annual Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey Golf Outing on Monday, July 13, 2009 at
the Gambler Ridge Golf Club in Cream Ridge, NJ.
The proceeds from the event are donated to the Horsemen’s Benevolent Fund.
The player’s fee remains unchanged from last year at $135 per person.
Those wishing to partake of the dinner only may do so for $50. Registration for the event will begin at 11:30 a.m. Luncheon will be offered
from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. and the shotgun start will be at 1 p.m.
Gambler Ridge is located at 121 Burlington Path Road, not far from the
intersection of Routes 537 and 539. Directions are available on the golf
club’s website: www.gamblerridge.com.
To participate as a golfer or contribute a sponsorship, for more information contact the SBOANJ office at 732-462-2357.

DATES REDUCTION APPROVED
Standardbred permit holders at both the Meadowlands and Freehold will be
able to decrease the annual number of racing dates with the bill approved
unanimously by both houses of the New Jersey legislature on June 25, 2009.
The law permits the Meadowlands to reduce the number of racing dates
from 151 to no less than 141 and Freehold from 192 to no less than 168,
“upon agreement with [the] representative horsemen’s organization.”
“We thank Assemblymen Ronald S. Dancer and John J. Burzichelli and Senators Paul A. Sarlo and Jennifer Beck for sponsoring this legislation and shepherding it through their respective house of the legislature,” said Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey President Tom Luchento.
“The reduced racing dates will be subject to the approval of the SBOANJ each
year,” Luchento explained. “With the current fiscal situation and shortage of
horses, it is better to have fewer racing dates. But should we have an infusion
of capital from slots or other sources, we will have the option to push for
more dates.”
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Miss New Jersey Ashley Fairfield had the best seat in
the house, next to starter Danny Dale, when she visited the Meadowlands on June 13 to present the
trophy for the Miss New Jersey Pace.
Photo by Lisa Photo Inc.
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ASSEMBLYMAN SPEAKS UP FOR HORSE RACING IN NJ
A day doesn't go by without a newspaper article or release highlighting the ever-expanding gaming industry around New Jersey.
During the past two weeks, articles titled "Little Delaware suddenly poses big threat to Atlantic City" and "Casino forges hope for
Bethlehem, Pa., worries Atlantic City" have dominated the headlines.
Unfortunately, these headlines miss the big picture. Yes, Atlantic City is being hurt by regional competition, with its casinos
showing continual losses in the double digits. But the entire state is suffering from the competition as well. Competition for the
gaming dollar affects our horseracing and breeding industries as well as our state Lottery system. Gaming dollars also are tied
to tourism, transportation and retail spending, providing the double benefit of helping the state's economy as well as providing
much-needed tax revenue.
This is why I strongly support the expansion of gaming options at our state's racetracks to
include slot machines or video lottery terminals, sports wagering and poker rooms. At the
very least, it is necessary to expand these options to the Meadowlands Racetrack because
both the population and infrastructure of that part of the state are capable of supporting it.
As I stated at a recent Assembly Budget Committee hearing, where a heated debate on the
issue occurred, "the idea of not having slot machines or something else to help the racing
industry and the state is just crazy." People in Bergen County want to gamble in Bergen
County. They do not want to drive two hours to southern New Jersey. Gaming is now local.
The horseracing industry is fully on board. It has offered the casinos partnership after partnership, yet the casinos still balk. The economy is not an excuse. Every industry is suffering, and
the current health of the casino industry is directly linked with the national economic struggle.
I subscribe to the "standard practice of travel," and the fact that a senior citizen does not care
who owns a slot machine. What seniors do care about is not driving two hours if an alternative place to wager is closer to their home. Travel time does matter. Gaming has become a
By Assemblyman Joseph Cryan regional issue that is no longer unique to Atlantic City.
New Jersey's model for gaming is antiquated. We are the only state with a "centralized
model" for gaming. Every other state uses a model that disperses gaming destinations strategically throughout the state, capturing populous areas by offering their residents the ability to avoid traveling a distance to gamble.
Since their inception in Atlantic City in the mid-1970s, our state's casinos have operated with virtually no competition for the
casino gaming dollar. Atlantic City was the only gaming destination on the East Coast. Thirty years later the geography has
changed dramatically. Delaware, Pennsylvania, New York, West Virginia and now Maryland have approved the placement of
video lottery terminals or slot machines at their state's racetracks. Connecticut has two of the country's top-notch Indian casinos
and Rhode Island has video lottery terminals at its dog tracks.
The net result is that Pennsylvania's gaming industry has generated $1.9 billion in new revenues from seven of the 14 licensed
venues located throughout the state. This new money has resulted in a nearly $200-per-household savings in property taxes
and a huge wage tax cut for anyone living and working in Philadelphia. In addition, Pennsylvania has seen an increase of about
9,000 new jobs directly or indirectly tied to the gaming industry and 17,000 new construction jobs attributable to the construction of the facilities.
This is all happening while Atlantic City saw a decrease in revenues of 5.7 percent in 2007 and 7.6 percent in 2008 — the same
years Pennsylvania opened its first gaming facilities at its racetracks. In addition, jobs have been lost. At its height, Atlantic City
employed 52,000 individuals. Today, that number is 38,000. Jobs associated with the construction trades also have been lost
with new casinos such as the Pinnacle and Revel either on hold or downsized. It doesn't take a rocket scientist to figure out
what is happening — New Jersey's revenues and jobs are going over the border.
A new gaming model for New Jersey might include slot machines and poker rooms at racetracks, as in Florida. Perhaps we
should emulate Pennsylvania and allow slot machines at racetracks and a limited number of stand-alone facilities. Indiana
allows "riverboat" gaming, where a portion of the money comes back to racing. Delaware and New York both have video lottery
terminals at their racetracks. Delaware also has approved sports betting at its racetracks as a way of "kicking things up a
notch" now that New York and Pennsylvania are competing for the gaming dollar. Eleven states have joined some form of casino wagering with horse wagering in the perfect partnership. Why can't New Jersey do this too?
The solutions are out there. New Jersey just needs to tap into them. We must stop exploring the obvious and start acting now
before it is too late.
Joseph Cryan, D-Union, is deputy majority leader of the NJ Assembly and chairman of the Democratic State Committee.
This op-ed piece appeared in the June 16, 2009 edition of the Asbury Park Press.

JULY/ AUGUST 2009 SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
July 13

SBOANJ Golf Outing

August 8

Hambletonian Day

July 15

Board Meeting

August 22

Breeders Crown

July 28

Insurance Meeting

August 25

Insurance Meeting
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SBOANJ DIRECTORS SPOTLIGHT: MARTIN O’HARE
which lasted the next five years. I enjoyed the
breeding side especially the foaling.”

Blame it on Rutgers.
“My interest in horses developed mostly in college
while studying animal science at Rutgers University, where I received a BS,” Martin O’Hare recalled.

After Heritage Hill, O’Hare worked at Lana Lobell in
New Jersey and then, for 12 years, he served as
general manager at Pennsylvania’s Whitehorse
Farms

It is unlikely he would
have entered the
horse business if he
had not attended Rutgers.

“We rose to become the third leading breeder in
North America behind Hanover Shoe and Armstrong Brothers,” he noted. When Whitehorse
closed in 1998, O’Hare returned to the Garden
State.

“I guess it's their
fault,” he mused.

He worked at Perretti Farms, Hanover Shoe Farms
of New Jersey and the Garden State Horse Sales
Company before accepting a position at Joie De
Vie.

For the last six years,
O’Hare has been managing operations at
Joie De Vie Farm in
Jobstown, NJ, where
22 broodmares and
their offspring occupy
125 acres, as well as
overseeing the training center. He is also
Marty O’Hare
an active member of
the
Standardbred
Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey
Board of Directors.

When O’Hare returned to New Jersey, he also purchased 19 acres in the Cream Ridge area where
his North Star Farm breeds three to four mares
each year and sells the yearlings at Harrisburg.
He joined the SBOANJ Board of Directors eight
years ago and chairs the Breeders Committee with
a mission to “keep breeding viable in the Garden
State.”
O’Hare and his wife of 23 years, Deb, are the parents of three sons. Ryan just graduated the Rutgers School of Engineering, magna cum laude, with
a BS in electrical and computer engineering; Matt
is entering his senior year at Rutgers, majoring in
environmental policy and practices, and Ben is entering his sophomore year, studying jazz guitar and
music education, at the Berklee College of Music in
Boston.

“My interest really kicked in after taking a summer
job at Fair Winds Farm,” noted O’Hare. “That was
my first exposure to the breeding business. After
that I worked weekends and another tour the following summer. I worked part time through my
senior year and after graduation took a position at
Heritage Hill Farm with Dr. SP Dey. After several
months there I assumed the manager’s duties

COYNE, MAAG & FINNIGAN WIN SBOANJ SCHOLARSHIPS
Kristen Coyne, Rudolph Maag and Gary Finnigan Jr. were named 20092010 scholarship winners by the Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey.
Coyne, the daughter of trainer Ronald and Regina Coyne of New Egypt,
NJ, won the top award of $5,000. She will be starting Rowan University
in the fall and hopes to be a history teacher.
Maag and Finnigan will each receive $2,500 awards. Maag, the son of
Meadowlands stall man Rudy and Leonila Maag of Old Bridge, NJ, starts Rutgers University in the fall. Finnigan, son of trainer Gary and Mary of Wall, NJ, is a Dean’s List student majoring in history and entering his
senior year at Rowan.
The SBOANJ Scholarship Committee evaluated nine applications based on academic standing, community
service, financial need as well as eligibility.
The scholarship winners will be presented their checks in the winner’s circle at the Meadowlands on July
31, 2009.
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JULY/AUGUST 2009 ISSUE OF THE PACESETTER

Both the winning filly Showherthemoney and the reigning Miss New Jersey Ashley
Fairfield were all smiles in the winner’s circle for the Miss New Jersey [left]. In
the photo above, SBOANJ Directors joined Anthony Abbatiello [third from left]
with the New Jersey Classic trophy. The directors [left to right] are Tony Romano,
Gary Bergmann, Ed Razzetti, Marty O’Hare and Al Ochsner.
Photos by Lisa Photo Inc.

