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GULOTTA, MEIRS & MULLEN NAMED TO NJSS BOARD
Michael Gulotta, Dr. Richard S. Meirs and Mark Mullen, all directors of the Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey, were named to the New Jersey Sire Stakes Board of Trustees on April 29, 2014.
New Jersey Secretary of Agriculture Douglas H. Fisher announced Governor Chris
Christie’s appointments.
“All three new members of the Sire Stakes Board currently serve as directors of the
Standardbred Breeders and Owners Association of New Jersey and bring extensive
knowledge of the harness racing industry to the Board,” said Secretary Fisher.
Gulotta is chief executive officer of Deo Volente Farms in Flemington, which was named “Farm of the Future” by the US
Trotting Association in 2009. His racing stable included Worldly Beauty, Lis Mara, Holiday Road and Crys Dream.
Dr. Meirs has served as the general manager of Walnridge Farm in Cream Ridge, NJ and Elizabethtown, PA, and principal in the Walnridge Equine Clinic. He has served as a past president of the NJ Association of Equine Practitioners.
Mullen is the president and co-owner of Fair Winds Farm of Cream Ridge. He was named Co-Breeder of the Year in
2009 and was the breeder of 2011 Hambletonian winner Broad Bahn.
Re-appointed to the Board of Trustees was Thomas A. D’Altrui of Hillsborough. He owns and operates D.I. Farms and
was named Breeder of the Year in 1988. He previously served as first vice president of the SBOANJ. D’Altrui, a trustee
since 2001, will serve as chairman of the Board of Trustees.
The Sire Stakes Board administers the Department of Agriculture’s stakes racing program for two- and three-year-old
pacers and trotters sired by New Jersey registered stallions as well as the Standardbred Development Fund, which provides a stakes program for the progeny of mares who spend a minimum of 150 days in-state and foal in New Jersey.

SBOANJ GOLF OUTING ON JULY 14
The annual golf outing to benefit New Jersey horsemen will take place this year on Monday, July 14, 2014.
The Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey’s fundraiser will
once again take place at Gambler Ridge Golf Course in Cream Ridge, NJ, featuring a round of golf, a prime rib dinner and chances for door prizes, silent auction
items, a 50-50 and a pick up truck prize for a hole-in-one at the designated hole..
The fee is $180 per golfer. The shotgun start is at 1 p.m., preceded by registration, starting at 11:30 a.m., and buffet lunch. Dinner is at 6 p.m. and is available
to non-golfers for $75.
The money raised through the golf tournament supports the SBOANJ HorseJuly 14, 2014 * SBOANJ Golf
men’s Benevolent Fund.
In 2013, the Benevolent Fund assisted struggling New Jersey horsemen with funeral expenses, rent, medical and other
essentials.
Sponsorship opportunities are available, ranging from a golf hole sponsorship at $250; putting, longest drive and closest-to-the-pin contest sponsorships at $300 each; drink cart and lunch sponsorships at $500 each and dinner and holein-one sponsorships at $750 each.
Additionally, there are four levels of playing packages: $2,000 Platinum Sponsor [eight rounds of golf, hole sponsorship
with name on cover and full page ad on inside front cover of the program], $1,500 Gold [four rounds of golf, hole sponsorship and full page ad on inside front or back cover of the program], $1,000 Silver [four rounds of golf and full page
ad in program] and $500 Bronze [two rounds of golf and half page ad in program].
For more information, contact Leo McNamara or Polly Hartzell at the SBOANJ office at 732-462-2357.
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The news does not wait and neither will
the SBOANJ’s newsletter, the Pacesetter.

info@sboanj.com. Put “mailing list” in
the subject line and include your full
name in the message.

Effective with the next issue, we will be
delivering it to your “in” box as well as
continuing to post it to sboanj.com.

We promise not to share your email address, and we will not be clogging your
in-box.

We have been enhancing and improving
our ability to deliver our news to you
over the last several years with our website, sboanj.com, and the Pacesetter,
which is archived online.

However, by having your email address,
we will be able to send you breaking
news and keep you in the loop on all the
things we are working on to improve racing and breeding in New Jersey.

Now we are compiling your email addresses so that we can blast news directly to you, as it happens, to complement our website.

This may be the last Pacesetter printed
and mailed to you, but it will not be the
last Pacesetter you will see. Look for it
to arrive in your in-box in a couple of
months and for breaking news as it happens.

While we will continue to produce the
Pacesetter every other month, it will not
be printed and mailed.

Wishing you a healthy and prosperous
summer.

Please make sure we have your email
address by sending an email to

STANDARDBRED BREEDERS & OWNERS ASSOCIATION OF NEW JERSEY
64 Business Route 33, Manalapan, NJ 07726 Phone: 732-462-2357 Fax: 732-409-0741
Email: info@sboanj.com Website: www.sboanj.com
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ONLINE ENTRY AVAILABLE FOR MEADOWLANDS & FREEHOLD
The Meadowlands and Freehold are among the racetracks offering the United State Trotting Association’s Online
Entry System.
The Meadowlands was among the 10 tracks in the first group that went active on Monday, April 7, 2014. Freehold joined on Saturday, April 19, 2014.
With the USTA’s online entry program, harness racing becomes the first of the racing
breeds in North America to have the capability to enter horses electronically. It allows
trainers to enter their horses via the internet from computers or mobile devices days
ahead of the current system.
The online entry project was spearheaded by Director of Registry and Member Services TC Lane and Sherry Antion-Mohr, USTA director of information technology.
Among the other tracks who are active are Balmoral Park, Dover Downs, Harrington Raceway, Maywood Park,
The Meadows, Plainridge Racecourse, Mohegan Sun at Pocono Downs, Northfield Park and Yonkers Raceway.

WESTERN VINTAGE TOPS NJ CLASSIC NOMS
Western Vintage, who swept last year’s New Jersey Sire Stakes for two-year-old colt pacers, is among the 22 eligibles for the
$250,000 estimated Anthony Abbatiello New Jersey Classic while 29 fillies were nominated to the $125,000 estimated
Thomas D’Altrui Miss New Jersey.
Both stakes, which will be contested on August 2, 2014, Hambletonian Day at the
Meadowland, are restricted to New Jersey-sired three-year-old pacers and are sponsored by the Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey.
Perry Soderberg of Hightstown, NJ, who owns Western Vintage in partnership with
Marvin Katz of Toronto, is pointing his son of Western Ideal toward a return to the
races in the New Jersey Sire Stakes, which begin on May 17 at the Meadowlands.
“Western Vintage qualified last Saturday [April 26] and was awesome,” said Soderberg, a bloodstock agent. “Yannick [Gingras] just sat with him and then let him roll a
bit down the stretch. He won in 1:52.4 with a 26.1 at the end, in to a pretty strong
head wind. His heart rate was low afterwards and Yannick was very happy with him.
Western Vintage
“The plan is to skip a week, then qualify again, then do the New Jersey Sire Stakes
[May 17, 24 and 31] at the Meadowlands,” Soderberg explained. “After that, we take it as it comes and let the horse tell us
the schedule. He has been strong, happy and loves to race, so we are aiming for the big ones. The New Jersey Classic is on
his stakes schedule, but we make more plans after the New Jersey Sire Stakes and see what suits us the best.”

Swedish-born Soderberg, who has been evaluating horses since 1986, usually picks out yearlings for others, primarily trainer
Jimmy Takter and his owners. But when no one wanted Western Vintage, he purchased the colt for himself for $7,000. Katz
bought an interest last October.
Western Vintage completed his two-year-old campaign with five wins and one second [in the Metro] from eight starts for
earnings of $316,838.
“The horse jogged 1:49.4 at two [winning a stakes at Lexington’s Red Mile] and feels a lot stronger this year, so we are optimistic,” Soderberg noted. “We, as all others, need some racing luck and the three-year-old pacers this year are good and
many of them could show up. So we have to wait and see how it plays out.”
This year’s New Jersey Classic eligibles represent 15 sons of Rocknroll Hanover, three by Cam’s Card Shark and two each by
Tell All and Western Ideal. The Miss New Jersey includes 19 by Rocknroll Hanover, seven by Western Ideal, two by Tell All
and one by Cam’s Card Shark.
2014 Anthony Abbatiello New Jersey Classic Eligibles
Account Rollover, Beat The Drum, Bushwacker, Card Shock, Dancin Hill, Doo Wop Hanover, Earthshaker, Gold Rocks, In The Clear,
Papa Fra, Rediscovery, Rock Fame, Rock Out, Rockeyed Optimist, Rocknroll Reality, Rockstar Stride, Say Uncle, Spanishtown,
Sweet Rock, This Is Bill Byrne, Western Vintage, and Whisky N Pie.
2014 Thomas D'Altrui Miss New Jersey Eligibles
Act Now, Atsallrite Hanover, Beautiful Lady, Blixtra, Color Palette K, Cut A Deal, Fiyonce, Gettingreadytoroll, Highland Rockstar, I
Need Hotstuff, Ideal Helen, Kate Can't Wait, Magnifique, Mako Wish, Mona Mona, My Lady Day, My Sweet Clara, Nikites, Poppies
Pride, Rock N Roll Meg, Rockin Smile, Rockingcam Park, Rocknroll Queen, Rosie De Vie, She's Dangerous, Surfside Sexy, Val Di
Noto, Wishfor Rocknroll, and Zip Zip Boom.
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STANDARDBRED OLD FRIENDS PROFILES SENIOR CHAMPIONS
The Stars of Old Friends

Award-winning equine photographer Barbara Livingston, whose popular books Old Friends and More Old Friends, painted a portrait of
champion racehorses long gone from the spotlight, has completed a
third book in the series.
While her first two editions focused on thoroughbred racehorses, this
time she spotlights the distinctly American breed in Standardbred
Old Friends.

Armbro Feather
Cam’s Card Shark
Country Kay Sue and CR Kay Suzie
Dreamy Starlet and McKeever Hanover
Dust Devil
Flat Foot Fluzy
Giant Victory
Hattie
Heatherjeankillean
Hi IQ
Hot Lead
Incredible K
Jate Lobell
Jo Jo Geronimo/Jupiter
Keystone Wallis
Lady Ashlee Ann
Larks Crown
Lilting Laughter
Mack Lobell
Matt’s Scooter
Miss Easy
Moni Maker
Monterey Rebel and Saddle The Wind
NL Loren
Oriental Express
Sir Taurus
Stacey’s Echo
Staying Together
Supergrit
Tap In
Tarport Mark
Town Sweetheart
Victory Tilly
Waco Hanover
Western Dreamer
White Birch Mares: Three Mile Island,
Town Pro, World Order
Winky’s Gill
Winnies Guy/Autobahn

The book, at $30, is available for pre-order. It will debut in June.
Standardbred Old Friends portrays 43 horses, from age 19 to 37,
most of them multimillionaire world record holders with Hall of Fame
membership, but some of more modest distinction, occupied as show
horses, in law enforcement or hardworking, blue collar performers.
Writer Ellen Harvey tells the tales of horses from Sweden to southern
California, from Maine to Florida, which complement the images
Livingston has captured of horses whose achievements are decades
past, but whose accomplishments live on.
Standardbred Old Friends may be purchased from the Harness Racing Museum by calling 845-294-6330.
Or contact Ellen Harvey at oldfriendsbook@hotmail or call 732-616-6092.

DEADLINE FOR SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS IS JUNE 15
Applications for the 2014 Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey’s Scholarship Program, presented in conjunction with the Backstretch Community Assistance Program, are due by June 15,
2014.
Scholarships, which can range from $2,500 to $5,000, are for qualified students who plan to attend a two
or four-year college or university, who are the son or daughter of a full-time participant in New Jersey harness racing or are themselves a full-time participant in New Jersey harness racing. Only one candidate per
household will be considered, and there is a lifetime cap of $10,000 per individual.
For the complete list of qualifications and instructions as well as the application form, visit
www.sboanj.com and click the SBOANJ Scholarship link.
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SAVE LAND, HORSE INDUSTRY WITH MEADOWLANDS GAMING
This op-ed by SBOANJ President Tom Luchento appeared in the April 25, 2014 issue of the Asbury Park Press.
The citizens of New Jersey have always supported preserving open space in the Garden
State, and now there is a way to do so at no cost to the taxpayers.
As Kelly Mooij, coordinator of the NJ Keep It Green coalition, stated in her April 11 commentary in the Press, “N.J. needs funds for open land,” the only way to protect our natural resources is through a sustainable funding source for open space preservation.” We could not agree more.
The anticipated $500 million annual tax on casino gaming at the Meadowlands Racetrack would be the answer,
along with the more than $200 million annually paid in state, local and federal taxes by the horse industry.
Dedicating a portion of the casino taxes would assure a continuous flow of funds to guarantee the state’s Green
Acres and Farmland Preservation programs without imposing a tax burden on businesses and individuals. A
healthy racing and breeding industry would, in turn, keep open spaces safe from development without tapping
into state funds.
These are the tens of thousands of acres of equine-related farms and the thousands of jobs they support that are
at imminent risk. Horses are no small part of the health and wealth of New Jersey. The state’s equine-related
land — some 176,000 acres — represents one-fifth of New Jersey’s agricultural acreage, farms engaged in breeding, training and feeding horses. New Jersey could once again become a magnet for champion stallions and
broodmares, reversing the current exodus.
These are more than threats. For-sale signs are popping up on these parcels, many in Monmouth County, several
of which are in excess of 500 acres. This trend could be reversed at no cost to taxpayers if New Jersey’s racetracks, like those in neighboring states, offered purse money supplemented by a casino at the Meadowlands.
Slots-fueled racetracks in the bordering states of New York, Pennsylvania and Delaware are already luring horses
and horsemen away from New Jersey.
And these neighboring casinos are magnets for our citizens, who enjoy slots and other forms of gaming. Let’s do
what it takes to keep their betting dollars in New Jersey at a world-class casino at the Meadowlands.
Meanwhile, funding to support open space preservation, much of it in Central and South Jersey, could come from
the state’s share of taxes on this same North Jersey casino.
As Mooij points out, a steady source of income is needed to protect more than 1 million acres of watershed and
farmland, if we care about our economy as well as our quality of life.
Pairing the state’s share of a Meadowlands casino’s revenues with open space funding is a win-win for the entire
state of New Jersey.
At this point, we are surrounded and losing the economic battle. It is time to fight to keep the Garden State green
— and this is not a lot of horse manure talking.
What would fertilize and re-grow a healthy horse industry, and help all the counties of the state keep overdevelopment at bay, would be if the decision-makers in Trenton would support a casino at the Meadowlands Racetrack.
A thriving horse industry will keep thousands of acres of land as training and breeding facilities. Additional farms
would thrive by growing hay and grains to feed the horses.
Polls overwhelmingly show support for a casino at the Meadowlands and, since 1961, voters have approved
every ballot issue supportive of funding for open space preservation.
If Trenton would hear what the voters are saying, there is no doubt that this would be a popular and profitable
decision.

MAY/JUNE 2014 SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
May 12

Board Meeting

June 9

Board Meeting

May 27

Insurance Meeting

June 24

Insurance Meeting
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SRF MEET & GREET ON MAY 9
The Standardbred Retirement Foundation will host a Meet & Greet
event on Friday, May 9, 2014 from 4 to 7 p.m. at the training facility in
Cream Ridge, NJ.
In addition to an opportunity to meet the horses and the staff, farrier
John Zeiselmeier will provide a demonstration on proper hoof care and
will be available to answer questions.
The Meet & Greet is for anyone who wants to meet the horses available for adoption, as well as touring the training farm. A few horses
will be ridden by the volunteer trainers who will demonstrate how versatile the standardbred breed is. The horses are trained every day by
volunteers who turn out riding horses for beginners and intermediates.
The Meet & Greet is open to everyone, especially potential adopters.
Feel free to bring carrots for the horses. Proper closed toe footwear is
required.

Creditora, a four-year-old by Credit Winner,
is available for adoption.

The SRF training facility is based at Walnridge Farm 42 ArneytownHornerstown Road, Cream Ridge, NJ. For more information, visit
www.adoptahorse.org.

5TH ANNUAL STRIDE FOR THE CURE EVENT ON MAY 17
The fifth annual Lisa Photo Stride for the Cure,
featuring a 5K road race and harness racingrelated auction items, will take place on Saturday, May 17, 2014 at the Meadowlands Racetrack.
The event, founded by Meadowlands track photographer Michael Lisa and his wife, Annette, a
breast cancer survivor, raised nearly $10,000 for
the American Cancer Society last year.
Festivities begin at 3 p.m. with the start of the
Meadowlands/WPLJ Stride for the Cure 5K that
begins and ends on the racing oval at the Meadowlands Racetrack.
Online registration closes at noon on May 16.
The $25 entry fee includes an after-race party
that starts at 6:30 p.m. in The Backyard, hosted
by WPLJ and featuring live music by the Past
Masters.
During the live harness races, horses and drivers
will be sporting pink equipment which will be
available, along with gift baskets and other
items, in a silent auction.
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$1.2 MILLION HAMBLETONIAN HEADLINES CHAMPIONSHIP MEET
The Championship Meet at the Meadowlands will offer over $9 million in stakes races, headlined by the $1.2 million
Hambletonian on Saturday, August 2, which will be the first jewel of the trotting Triple Crown in 2014.
Hambletonian Day, featuring $3.5 million in purses, will also include the Hambletonian Oaks, John Cashman Memorial, U.S. Pacing Championship, Peter Haughton Memorial, Merrie Annabelle and Lady Liberty. This is the first year
Hambletonian Day will be contested out of the new $100 million grandstand.
“Hambletonian Day is always the greatest day of
racing for our sport each year, and we are thrilled to
be the home of such an historic event,” said Director of Racing Operations Darin Zoccali. “It is an
event like the Super Bowl for us, where as soon as
Hambletonian Day is over, we begin working on the
next one.”
“We are excited to give the Hambletonian a brand
new, state of the art facility to call home,” said General Manager Jason Settlemoir. “The experience for
our customers will be better than ever, with more
activities and a wide array of options for our customers to enjoy the day how they want, from fine
dining, a gorgeous sports bar, skyboxes, a rooftop
terrace and The Backyard, which will be an enLisa Photo Inc.
hanced version of the old Paddock Park. In addition, the day is sure to have a more intimate connection to the racing than ever before, as we have been feeling that
energy all season long here at the Meadowlands.”
Post time for the Hambletonian Day program is scheduled for 12 noon.
The Meadowlands signature event, the Meadowlands Pace, will take place on Saturday, July 12. Thanks to changes
made to the payment structure of the race, the Meadowlands Pace will carry a purse of an estimated $750,000 for
the 2014 edition.
“We worked very hard on improving the Meadowlands Pace,” said Zoccali. “We implemented an altered payment
structure which will continue to evolve going forward, and we are already seeing the results through the sustaining
payments. This year’s Meadowlands Pace is trending toward a substantial increase in the purse for the final over
2013.”
The Meadowlands Pace program will also offer the Mistletoe Shalee, Stanley Dancer Memorial, Del Miller Memorial,
William Haughton Memorial, the Golden Girls, the New Jersey Sire Stakes Championships for two year olds, nearly $3
million in stakes action. Meadowlands Pace Night will feature a special start time of 6:30 p.m.
New to the 2014 stakes calendar is the $400,000 Hambletonian Maturity for four-year-old trotters, contested at a
mile and an eighth on Saturday, July 5, Meadowlands Pace Eliminations night. A maximum of 16 horses will be on
the gate for the $400,000 event.
Other major events are the Arthur J. Cutler Memorial on Saturday, May 17, coinciding with Roosevelt Raceway Legacy Night.

HHYF CAMP IN NJ IN JULY

The Harness Horse Youth is presenting a handsThe New Jersey Sire Stakes Championships for three-year-olds on two-day harness horsemanship program at
will be on Saturday, May 31, and the Meadowlands Maturity Gaitway Farms, in Englishtown, NJ, on Wednesday
Pace is on Friday, June 13, which is likely to mark the 2014 and Thursday, July 30-31, 2014.
debut of Captaintreacherous, the 2013 Pacer of the Year.
The program is open to children age 11 and up,
The Breeders Crown makes its return to the Meadowlands in but an application must be filled out and sent to
the fall of 2014, with the finals taking place over two champi- the organization. Applications, with complete proonship nights of racing, Friday, November 21 and Saturday, gram details, are posted at www.hhyf.org/
November 22.
schedule-applications.
The $16 million stakes season will end Saturday night, Novem- The program fee is $50 which includes lunches, a
ber 29, with the second edition of the $1 million TVG Free for t-shirt and all camp materials.
All Championships.
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MAY/JUNE 2014 ISSUE OF THE PACESETTER
The Meadowlands opened the Victory Terrace,
the outdoor rooftop lounge, on May 2, 2014.
Victory Terrace will offer table service and happy
hour specials and “Friday Nights: Under the
Lights” will feature Top 40 music, starting at 5
p.m., and a Happy Hour running until 9 p.m.

Two views of the Victory Terrace, which opened on
May 2. Wooden patio-style furniture now populates
the rooftop deck.
[Photos by Michael Lisa]

