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LUCHENTO, MC NAMARA, MALINOWSKI & FANNING FETED
New Jersey’s best were among those honored at the US Harness Writers Association’s Night of Champions on February 12,
2012 in Orlando, FL.
In the photo on the left, SBOANJ Exec Administrator Leo McNamara, Meadowlands
CEO Jeff Gural and SBOANJ President Tom
Luchento receive their President’s Awards.
Dr. Karyn Malinowski, director of the Rutgers University Equine Science Center, took
home the LeeAnne Pooler Unsung Hero
Award [bottom right photo].
Communicators Corner honoree Moira Fanning [second from left, bottom left] is
joined by her family: husband Tom, and
their daughters Caroline and Veronica.
Freehold’s announcer Larry Lederman
could not travel to Orlando but sent a video
acceptance speech to thank the writers for
the WR Haughton Good Guy Award.
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After two months of racing, we are settled in at the
Meadowlands, and Freehold recently opened, too.

of course, monies to be earned and dedicated to
purses.

Let’s not get too comfortable. There is still a lot of
work ahead of us as we deal with the new realities
of racing in New Jersey.

One thing all of us have to understand is that we will
never give up the fight to bring slots and casino
gambling to our tracks.

While the privatization of the Meadowlands, and
more recently, Monmouth Park, were important
steps toward rebuilding the state’s racing industry,
there are many obstacles ahead of us.

There are some bills floating around the legislature
that must be addressed, or they will have a profoundly negative effect on our industry. We, at the
SBOANJ, will aggressively fight these bills in Trenton
or anywhere necessary. It is my fervent hope that
we will prevail.

There are some encouraging signs, including an increase in on-track wagering and attendance and an
uptick in total wagering at the Meadowlands, but
these are not indicators that our industry has been
restored to good health.

We truly believe that sports betting will come sooner
than most people think. The challenge is to make
sure that when sports betting is implemented that
we benefit from it.

Realistically we must continue the pursuit of alternate forms of gaming while at the same time encourage the marketing efforts to bring fans back to
horse racing. Neither can work alone.

As for now, we wish all a successful and prosperous
year at the Meadowlands and Freehold.
If you are wondering what you can do to help, it is
pretty simple. Support New Jersey racing by entering your horses at both Freehold and the Meadowlands. And support our legislative efforts on your
behalf by contributing to TrotPAC, our political action
committee, and voting for those who are friends of
racing in New Jersey.

One need only consider the threats to the horsemen’s share of racino revenues in Pennsylvania and
Ontario to know that the battle continues even in
jurisdictions flush with slots money.
There is no place for complacency. In New Jersey,
there are bills to be passed, deals to be made, and,
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FREEHOLD’S SPRING MEET OPENS MARCH 1
Live racing returns to Central New Jersey on March 1, 2012 with the opening of the 90-day meet
at Freehold Raceway, America’s oldest pari-mutuel harness track.
The first 39-dates, the spring season in March, April and May, offers a three-day a week schedule – Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays. First post is 12:30 p.m.
Freehold will mark the March 1 opening day with a special
$13.95 buffet in the Renaissance Dining Room and a free sixpack cooler to patrons who purchase a Freehold live program
[while supplies of the coolers last].
The stakes schedule features the $160,000 estimated Dexter
Cup Trot on Saturday, May 5 [eliminations, if needed, on April 28]
and its companion filly event, the $80,000 estimated Lady Suffolk Trot on May 4. These are both
showcases for three-year-old trotters.
Eight of the stakes on the Freehold schedule are sponsored by the Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey, restricted to New Jersey-sired horses [all purses are estimates] and
positioned during the 51-date fall meet: the $58,000 Marion Dancer on September 6, the
$70,000 Helen Smith on September 7, the $80,000 Charles Smith on September 14, the
$60,000 Harold Dancer on September 20 and a quartet of New Jersey Futurities [September 14,
October 5, October 12 and October 13].
Freehold will once again be participating in the United States Trotting Association’s Strategic Wagering Program and will be offering a $5,000 guaranteed Pick-4 (races 2-5) each day of the meet.
Freehold will have a regular draw schedule of Tuesday 9 a.m. for Friday; Wednesday 9 a.m. for
Saturday and Saturday 9 a.m. for Thursday.

ROLL WITH JOE CREW TAKE HOME 3YO PACER AWARD
New Jersey-sired Roll With Joe was saluted as the
Three-Year-Old Pacing Colt of the Year and was narrowly edged for Pacer of the Year by Foiled Again in
the voting of the United States Harness Writers Association, which presented trophies to the 2011
honorees on February 12, 2012 at the DoubleTree
by Hilton at SeaWorld in Orlando, FL.
Foiled Again, the Older Male Pacer of the Year, captured Pacer of the Year in the closest balloting in
the history of the award. He drew 41 votes to 37 for
Meadowlands Pace winner Roll With Joe. The previously tightest vote was in 1974 when Armbro
Nesbit defeated Handle With Care by eight votes
and Armbro Omaha by 10 votes.
The nod for Horse of the Year, with a decisive 93 of
117 votes, went to Trotter of the Year San Pail. The
seven-year-old won 14 of 16 races and banked
nearly $1.3 million in 2011.

Roll With Joe’s owners and trainer Ed Hart collected the Dan Patch
Award for top three-year-old pacing colt from USHWA directors
Chris Tully and Carol Hodes at the February 12 banquet. [Photo by
Mark Hall for USTA]

Roll With Joe, a son of Cam’s Card Shark – Classic Wish, received nine votes for Horse of the Year, finishing
second to San Pail for the top honor.
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NEW JERSEY TO HOST TWO HHYF EVENTS IN JULY 2012
The Harness Horse Youth Foundation will hold two events in New Jersey this summer – a day camp for youngsters aged 12 to 14 at Gaitway Farms in Englishtown, NJ on July 24 to 28, 2012 and a one-day program for New
Jersey Girl Scouts on July 30, 2012.
The HHYF and its stable of trottingbreds will also travel to the Goshen Historic Track, Tioga Downs and Pocono
Downs. Space is limited for all the camps and the application deadline is May 1, 2012.
The Girl Scouts event is still in the planning stages, according to
HHYF’s Executive Director Ellen Taylor, who confirmed that the
Rutgers University Equine Science Center will be partnering with
HHYF on the Girl Scouts program.
“The Girl Scouts campgrounds is located near Freehold,” Taylor
noted. “We hope to establish a relationship with the organization. We think that harness racing awareness efforts should
also include reaching to audiences already gathered.”
Complete application information is available at http://
www.hhyf.org/programs.asp.
HHYF is finalizing its spring and early summer schedule and details will be released shortly.
The Harness Horse Youth Foundation is a charitable 501(c)3

Sweet Karen, one of the HHYF’s trottingbreds, provides organization dedicated to providing young people and their
a camper with the thrill of driving. Sweet Karen has her families educational opportunities with harness horses, in order
own Facebook page and scholarship named for her.
to foster the next generation of participants and fans.

The Foundation has been making a difference in young people's lives since 1976, and its programs include interactive learning experiences with these versatile animals, scholarship programs, and creation and distribution of
educational materials.
For more information on opportunities through HHYF, or to support its mission, go to www.hhyf.org, or call 317867-5877.

BANNER WELCOMES ALL TO SBOANJ OFFICE AT THE MEADOWLANDS
The Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association
office at the Meadowlands has a new banner,
thanks to horse owner-breeder John DiSomma.
DiSomma, whose Newport Graphics prints the
Pacesetter, offered to provide a banner to hang in
the space, which is located in the Meadowlands
Paddock and staffed by Horsemen’s Representative Linda Goss during racing hours.

The banner features race
photos provided by Lisa
Photo Inc. and farm photos
by caretaker Vicki Wright.
Stop by and see Linda in the
Paddock!
Her phone number there is
201-842-5075.
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MEADOWLANDS WAGERING & ATTENDANCE UP FOR FIRST 23 DATES
Two months into the 2012 meet, the Meadowlands Racetrack is enjoying significant increases in both attendance and handle, including a pair of $3 million wagering nights.
According to statistics provided by the Meadowlands, the attendance is up 8.9 percent and the wagering at
the track on live racing is up 13.3 percent through 23 programs.
Total wagering on the Meadowlands races, including all sources, is up 1.6 percent despite being 11 races
short of the number contested at the same point last year.
On February 18, the 13-race card yielded a total handle of $3,144,519 which was higher than any date in
2011, with the exception of Meadowlands Pace night and Hambletonian day. The first $3 million handle of
the 2012 meet was $3,089,435 on January 28.

MONMOUTH PARK DEAL NEARLY DONE
The state moved a critical step closer to getting out of the horse racing business Monday [February 27,
2012], as the New Jersey Sports and Exposition Authority board authorized agency President Wayne Hasenbalg to sign a deal to turn over operations at Monmouth Park.
That track would be run by the state Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association as of May 1, under terms of a
five-year lease. The state Racing Commission and Governor Christie also would have to approve the deal,
but those approvals are considered to be formalities.
The state turned over operation of the Meadowlands Racetrack to harness racing horseman Jeff Gural in
late December, after the state had operated the track since it opened in 1976. Monmouth Park has been
state-operated since 1984. The land where each track sits will continue to be owned by the state.
The thoroughbred horsemen will have consecutive 10-year options following the initial five-year deal, which
includes rent of just $1 a year as the state allows the horsemen to attempt to offer purses sufficient to
maintain the quality of the racing at the track.
The rent would gradually raise to $250,000 and then $500,000, after the horsemen had a chance to open
at least one new off-track wagering site. The deal turns over operation of Favorites at Woodbridge – which
nets about $5 million in annual revenues – to the horsemen.
Sports authority vice president Ralph Marra said the horsemen were in discussions with top Christie adviser
Jon F. Hanson about finding ways to fund the purse for the $1 million Haskell, one of thoroughbred racing’s
most important races each summer. [By John Brennan for NorthJersey.com]

DRIVING FANTASY CAMP SET FOR GOSHEN THIS SUMMER
The 14th annual US Trotting Association Standardbred Driving School will be held from May 30 to June 3,
2012 at the Goshen [NY] Historic Track and the adjacent Harness Racing Museum.
The school serves as a fantasy camp for those who imagine themselves someday training or racing a
champion trotter or pacer and gives an entry-level education in the sport of harness racing. The program is
open to those age 16 and older; tuition is $350 and includes most meals and the fee for taking the first
level of the USTA drivers or trainers test.
Participants will be in the stables at Goshen Historic Track each morning, learning to groom, harness, jog
and care for a horse. Afternoons include classroom instruction from some of the sport’s top professionals
in driving strategy, conditioning, stable management and veterinary care.
For more information, contact Jennifer Daniels at 877-800-8782, x-3281, or e-mail her at jennifer.daniels@ustrotting.com.

MARCH/APRIL 2012 SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
March 12

Board Meeting

April 9

Board Meeting

March 27

Insurance Meeting

April 24

Insurance Meeting
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TWO STALLIONS ADDED TO REGISTRY & MORE MARES FOR PERRETTI
Two additional stallions have been added to the New Jersey registry for 2012.
The SBOANJ Board of Directors approved the registration of Hypnotic Blue Chip and Philos Hanover.
Those two join the Perretti Farms duo of Muscles Yankee and Rocknroll Hanover, and Muscle Hill,
who stands at Southwind Farm.
The news coincides with Perretti’s
announcement that they would be
making additions to its broodmare
band.
“We are encouraged by the addition
of these stallions and the willingness
of the Perrettis to invest in mares for
the New Jersey breeding program,”
said SBOANJ Executive Administrator
Leo McNamara. “We know that our
program is under scrutiny and are
confident that once we have racinos
Perretti Farms in Cream Ridge, NJ is scouting for mares to mate with stallions and other gaming options at our
tracks, the flow of stallions and
Rocknroll Hanover and Muscles Yankee.
mares into the state will intensify.
We may have additional stallions to announce this year.”
This marks a reversal in plans for the Perrettis – father, William, and son, Anthony. In the fall of
2011, the farm sold 135 broodmares, retaining only 28, and put 400 of its 1,000 acres on the
market.
“The remaining 600 acres are sufficient to operate a downsized operation in the future,” said Anthony Perretti. “A high-quality, smaller operation is better suited for today's market. We are fully
committed to carry on the Perretti legacy of breeding and racing in the standardbred industry in
the state of New Jersey.”
The Cream Ridge farm is home to two of the premier stallions in the industry – the pacer Rocknroll Hanover and the trotter Muscles Yankee. Perretti’s will be selling 118 yearlings in 2012.
Both Philos Hanover and Hypnotic Blue Chip will be standing their first seasons at stud.
Hypnotic Blue Chip, whose stallion career is in the hands of Walnridge Farm in Cream Ridge [609758-8208], will stand for a fee of $3,000. He will also continue his racing career with trainer
Kevin McDermott.
Now six, Hypnotic Blue Chip has made 88 career starts with 24 wins, 12 seconds and 13 thirds to
his credit and a bankroll of $1,532,752 and a mark of 1:47.2. The son of Art Major is out of the
Magical Mike mare A Traceofmagic is owned by Fran Azur of Coraopolis, PA.
Philos Hanover was the horse that brought Tom and John Cancelliere back into harness racing
when they acquired him in 2006. He will stand, at private treaty, on the brothers’ farm in Chesterfield, NJ, a short jog from Magical Acres.
Philos Hanover, a nine-year-old son of Cam’s Card Shark out of the Jate Lobell mare Panned Out,
made 110 starts between 2006 and 2011, posting 23 wins, 17 seconds and 24 thirds. He
banked $523,246.
For contact information on Philos Hanover, contact Tom Cancelliere at 609-372-4110.
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MARCH/APRIL 2012 ISSUE OF THE PACESETTER
Trainer of the Year Ron Burke [left], Driver of the Year
George Brennan [center] and President’s Award winner Jeff
Gural [right] share a moment at the US Harness Writers
Association’s Night of Champions on February 12, 2012 in
Orlando, FL.
Gural also received the Railbird Recognition Award as
Horseperson of the Year as voted on by the fans. [Photo by
Mark Hall for USTA]

We have made tremendous progress in getting our
message to state legislators but the work continues,
and we need your financial support for harness racing’s political action committee, TrotPAC, so that we
can open new doors and keep old friends in Trenton.
The battle continues!
Please send your donations for TrotPAC to:
64 Business Route 33, Manalapan, NJ 07726.

