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NEW MEADOWLANDS GRANDSTAND DESIGNS UNVEILED
The future of the Meadowlands could include a new grandstand, sized and
equipped for the needs of 21st century
horseplayers.
These artist renderings of the grandstand,
simulcasting center and sports bar offer a
peek into the future of the Meadowlands
Racetrack provided by Jeff Gural and the
Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey.
“Phase one of this process is coming to a
close,” said Gural, who is leading the group to lease and revitalize the Meadowlands. “We've coalesced on a design for a new grandstand. We're working now on what it will cost to operate these
new facilities [including an Off Track Wagering facility in Bayonne].”
David Climans of the Toronto-based
Climans Green Liang Architects Inc.
presented the renderings which Gural and the SBOANJ wanted to share
with the public.
“We are elated that we are moving in
this direction and see a light at the
end of tunnel,” said Tom Luchento,
president of the SBOANJ. “There has
been a lot of work to reach this point,
and we are optimistic that we are on
the right path.”
The proposed grandstand would be approximately 155,000 square feet and replace the current
facility which opened on September 1,
1976.
Previous racetracks designed by Climans
Green Liang Architects include Tioga
Downs and Georgian Downs.
The Gural group is seeking to raise $100
million, including $70 million for the proposed new grandstand. The funding
would include an OTW in Bayonne and
operating funds for the first year.
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At the end of March, the horsemen of New Jersey will
know the fate of the Meadowlands Racetrack.

are subject to the Governor’s approval or veto.
The OTW legislation (A-1705), which Governor Christie
conditionally vetoed on January 31 and signed on February 25 after the Legislature amended the bill to include
his recommended changes, removes barriers to the establishment of off track betting by permitting entities
other than racetrack operators to run OTW facilities,
makes OTWs a permitted use in all municipal land use
zones, and increases the accessibility to liquor licenses
for OTW operators.

Barring an extension, the deadline for completing the
financing to have the Jeff Gural group and the SBOANJ
lease the Meadowlands and take over operations of the
track will be reached.
Toward that end, Gural has pursued architectural designs for both a new, downsized Meadowlands grandstand and an off track wagering [OTW] facility for
Bayonne. These two projects, along with first year operating costs, have been estimated at $100 million.

This should help in accomplishing the build-out of the
remaining 12 OTW licenses, joining Woodbridge, Vineland and Toms River.

This is crunch time. We are working with Jeff, who is
facing both the challenges of raising the capital and negotiating with the unions to lower the cost of operating
the Meadowlands.

Freehold’s struggles continue, resulting in the second
purse cut of the year, 25 percent as of March 2. When
an anticipated $500,000 in purse money from the
Purse Enhancement Agreement [PEA] was not forthcoming, Freehold found itself overpaid in purses by
more than $1 million.

Our political struggles continue as well. Legislators have
approved the bills we requested. Not everything will be
a homerun but each bit of additional revenue, whether
from instant racing, or OTWs or exchange wagering
could be the difference in making this effort viable.

Freehold reversed course with a 15 percent reduction in
late January and now this second cut. Freehold General
Manager Howard Bruno cited the lack of the PEA funds
along with sluggish business due to winter weather cancellations of live and simulcast racing and indicated that
the track also will seek to reduce its number of racing
dates to approximately 116.

But the wild card is what will Governor Chris Christie do?
Although he signed the Atlantic City legislation that included a provision for $30 million in aid for purses over
three years from casino redevelopment funds, he has
signaled his opposition to this provision. There is no assurance that we will ever see the proposed $15 million
this year, $10 million the next and $5 million in the third
year.

Thus far, we have weathered the storms both of a vicious winter and threats to our industry. Hopefully the
spring will bring a rebirth for racing.

The distribution of those dollars will be at the discretion
of the New Jersey Racing Commission whose actions

Check our website www.sboanj.com for updates.
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HORSE OF THE YEAR AWARDED TO ROCK N ROLL HEAVEN
It was a grand night for Perretti Farms as the sons of two of its stallions swept the top prizes at the Dan Patch
Awards Banquet on Sunday, February 27, 2011 at the Marriott North in Fort Lauderdale, FL.
Rock N Roll Heaven, by Rocknroll Hanover, was crowned
Horse of the Year after collecting honors as Pacer of the
Year and Three-Year-Old Pacing Colt of the Year at the
annual awards program presented by the United States
Harness Writers Association.
“This was the culmination of a fantastic year,” noted
Bruce Saunders, the trainer of Rock N Roll Heaven.
Rock N Roll Heaven was the odds on favorite to take the
top prize and picked up 123 of 131 votes for Horse of the
Year and 127 votes for Pacer of the Year.
Balloting for Trotter of the Year was the tightest since
1976 as Lucky Chucky, the Three-Year-Old Trotting Colt of
the Year, edged out Older Mare Trotter of the Year Buck I
St Pat, 60-54.
Lucky Chucky’s sire, Windsong’s Legacy, died March 1,
2008 in the midst of his fourth breeding season at Perretti Farms of Cream Ridge, NJ.
It was the second consecutive divisional crown for Lucky
Chucky, who was Two-Year-Old Trotting Colt of the Year in
2009.
Rock N Roll Heaven is Number 1 — the 2010 Horse of the Year. He follows Muscle Hill, Deweycheatumnhowe and Donato
[Photo by Mark Hall for USTA] Hanover as the
fourth
consecutive trotter to win division honors at ages two and three while
also capturing Trotter of the Year as a three-year-old.

The night belonged to Rock N Roll Heaven who completed his career
with a 10-race win streak that included a world-record performance in
the Little Brown Jug.
Driven in most starts by Daniel Dube and trained by Bruce Saunders,
the colt won 16 of 21 starts and nearly $2.2 million for owner Frank
Bellino.
Winner of the Little Brown Jug with a pair of world-record-equaling
1:49.2 miles, Rock N Roll Heaven’s other stakes victories included
the Breeders Crown, Tattersalls Pace, Battle of the
Brandywine, and Messenger Stakes.
Other 2010 divisional champions with New Jerseyroots include Two-Year-Old Pacing Colt of the Year
Big Jim, Three-Year-Old Filly Trotter of the Year Bar
Slide, Three-Year-Old Filly Pacer of the Year Put On
A Show and Older Male Trotter of the Year Enough
Talk.
Enough Talk, who was also Older Male Trotter of
the Year in 2008, joined Mr Muscleman (2004 and
2005) and No Sex Please (1990 and 1992) as the
only horses to win twice in the last 34 years.
Put On A Show, who won 12 of 16 starts, added
$1.16 million in 2010 for a total of $1.89 million in
career earnings, surpassing the filly pacing record
Trotter of the Year Lucky Chucky with trainer Chuck Sylvester [top] and
of $1.77 million set by Miss Easy in 1990-1991.
Pacer of the Year Rock N Roll Heaven, Daniel Dube driving [below].
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SBOANJ COUNSEL JOEL STERNS SUCCUMBS
A memorial for Joel Sterns, counsel to the Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New
Jersey for more than three decades, will be held on Saturday, March 19, 2011 from 3 to 5 p.m. in
the Princeton University Chapel, located on the main campus, next to the Firestone Library and
Washington Road.
Sterns passed away on Monday, February 21, 2011 at the age of 76,
at the University of Florida’s Shands Hospital in Gainesville, FL.
He was buried on Martha’s Vineyard, MA on February 23, 2011.
Sterns was raised in Montclair, NJ and graduated from Northwestern
University in 1956. He received a master's degree from Princeton
University's Woodrow Wilson School of Public Affairs in 1958 and
earned a law degree in 1967, commuting to classes at New York
University.
He and his Trenton law firm, Sterns & Weinroth, grew to be recognized as leading practitioners in the gaming industry throughout the
nation, in Canada and Europe. He also was the longtime legal counsel to the SBOANJ.
“Joel was a great friend to horse racing, as a lawyer, owner and bettor,” said SBOANJ President Tom Luchento. “Working on behalf of
Joel H. Sterns
New Jersey’s horsemen was a labor of love for him. His concern for
this industry far exceeded that of a lawyer and client relationship. His passing will be a big loss to
all of those concerned about the future of racing in New Jersey.”
Sterns held positions in government service on the state and federal level, including assistant to
the director of the Alliance for Progress and executive assistant to the chairman of the Import Export Bank of the United States, during the Kennedy and Johnson administrations.
Sterns, a former president of the International Association of Gaming Attorneys, was an elected
member of the American Law Institute, a fellow of the American Bar Foundation and a member of
the Lawyers Advisory Committee of the U.S. District Court of New Jersey.
In 1977, Sterns was engaged by Resorts International, operator of a major casino on Paradise Island in the Bahamas, which was seeking to become the first casino operator in New Jersey; the
state had passed a referendum in 1976 to allow gaming in of Atlantic City.
Sterns worked closely with the New Jersey Legislature and the office of Governor Brendan T. Byrne
to shape the New Jersey Casino Control Act. Resorts, which had purchased the old ChalfontePAYMENT DEADLINE MARCH 15
Haddon Hall Hotel, was the first casino to be licensed and opened its doors on May 26, 1978.
Sterns enjoyed music, particularly classical, opera and guitar music, and tennis.
He is survived by his wife of 48 years, Joanne
Glickman Sterns; two daughters, Rachel Sterns
of Los Angeles and Leslie Johnson of West Tisbury, MA.; a son, David of Los Angeles; five
grandchildren, and a brother, Maurice, of Washington.
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Sustaining payments are due on March
15, 2011 for this year’s New Jersey Classic, Miss New Jersey, Harold Dancer Trot
and New Jersey Futurity as well as the
two-year-old fees for the 2012 editions
of the New Jersey Classic, Miss New Jersey and Charles I. Smith Trot.
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LUCHENTO HONORED AS CO-HORSEPERSON OF THE YEAR
Thomas Luchento, president of the Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey, was presented the Governor’s Trophy as Co-Horseperson of the Year for 2010 at the New Jersey Equine Advisory
Board’s 54th Annual New Jersey Breeders Awards Luncheon at Charley’s Other Brother Restaurant in
Eastampton Township, NJ on Sunday, January 30, 2011.
Luchento shared the honor with Dennis Drazin, chairman
of the New Jersey Racing Commission and former president of the Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association of New
Jersey.
“I am most appreciative of this award and congratulate
Dennis as well,” said Luchento, who received the award
from Dr. Karyn Malinowski of the Rutgers Equine Science
Center and Assistant Secretary of Agriculture Al Murray.
“It has been a challenging year in which I had to wear the
hat of lobbyist as well as horseman. I had to be as comfortable in the halls of the State House as I once was sitting behind a horse.
“We are at a crossroads for racing in New Jersey,” noted
Luchento. “We came to the brink of losing the Meadowlands the first of this year and were fortunate enough to
have the legislative support of many outstanding members of the state senate and assembly. As most of you
know, our reprieve is only for three months as we work
with members of the financial community to come up
with the funding to lease and rebuild the Meadowlands.
Tom Luchento [left] and Dennis Drazin [right] accept Co- “We are most
Horseperson of the Year honors
appreciative of

the support we
have received from the entire equine community in New Jersey,”
Luchento added. “You were there with us in Atlantic City, the
Meadowlands and Monmouth Park for the Summits on Gaming as
we made our case to the legislators; you sent in checks to TrotPAC, our political action committee; you used your clout to reach
out to decision makers on our behalf, and I hope we can continue
to count on you. The future of nearly 15,000 jobs and 174,000
acres of equine related property are at stake.”
Luchento, 65, of Freehold, NJ, has been president of the SBOANJ
for six years, filling the role once occupied by his mentor, Hall of
Fame trainer, first SBOANJ president and current New Jersey Racing Commissioner Anthony Abbatiello.

Also at the banquet, Anthony Perretti accepted the 2010 New Jersey Standardbred Breeder of the Year Award on behalf of Perretti
Farms of Cream Ridge, NJ. Making the presentation was SBOANJ
director Mark Mullen.
Anthony Perretti [left] accepts the Breeder of the
Year Award from Mark Mullen [right].

MARCH/APRIL 2011 SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
March 14

Board Meeting

April 11

Board Meeting

March 29

Insurance Meeting

April 26

Insurance Meeting
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NEW JERSEY RACING LOSES VETERINARIAN SP DEY II
Stephen Perrine Dey II, DVM, passed away on
Monday, February 28, 2011 at Robert Wood
Johnson Hospital in Hamilton. He was 74.

past chairman of the New Jersey Equine Advisory Board.
Dey was named New Jersey Horse Person of
the Year in 1990 and 2004 and was presented
with the Spirit of the Horse Award in 2007.

Funeral services
will take place at
10 a.m. Saturday,
March 5, 2011 at
Allentown Presbyterian Church, 20
High Street, Allentown. Interment
will follow in the
Church Cemetery.

He served in numerous positions regarding agriculture in Monmouth County and statewide,
and was currently serving on the State Agricultural Development Committee and the New
Jersey State Water Advisory Council.
He was president of the State Board of Agriculture in 2003 to 2004. Locally, he was chairman of the Upper Freehold Board of Health.

Friends may call
Friday, March 4 ,
2011 from 4 to 9
p.m. at Peppler
Dr. Stephen Perrine Dey II
Funeral
Home,
114 South Main Street, Allentown.

Dey pursued his undergraduate studies at Rutgers University and obtained his veterinary degree at the New York State College of Veterinary Medicine at Cornell in 1960, serving both
his internship and residency at the University
of Pennsylvania’s School of Veterinary Medicine.

Dey was a lifelong resident of Allentown, NJ
and an equine veterinarian since 1962. He
purchased the 505-acre Heritage Hill Farm,
one of the founding farms of the New Jersey
Sire Stakes Program, in 1966.

Dr. Dey is survived by his wife of 52 years,
Elizabeth [Liz]; two sons, SBOANJ Director
Stephen P. Dey III, VMD and his wife Margaret,
and Gregory S. Dey, DVM and his wife Beverly;
a daughter, Wendy D. Martin and her husband
Brian; six grandchildren, Stephen Dey IV, Rachel Dey, Mitchel Dey, Troy Dey, Garrett Martin
and Bridget Martin; his twin sister Mary D.
Hayes, as well as many nieces and nephews.

Heritage Hill was honored as the Standardbred
Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey’s Breeder of the Year in 2009.
Dey earned a statewide reputation as a supporter of New Jersey agriculture and the
equine industry. He practiced for nearly 50
years in New Jersey, mainly on standardbred
racehorses, as well as breeding and foaling
mares on his Heritage Hill Farm.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may
be made to the Horse Park of NJ, PO Box 419,
Cream Ridge, NJ 08514.

TROTPAC STILL NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT

He was a founding member and current president of the Horse Park of New Jersey, a member of the advisory board of the Equine Science
Center of Rutgers, president of the Board of
Managers of the New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station, and a longtime member and

We have made tremendous progress in getting our
message out to state legislators but the work continues, and we need your financial support so that
we can open new doors and keep old friends.
Please send your donations for TrotPAC to 64 Business Route 33, Manalapan, NJ 07726.
Election laws require occupation and employer information.
Maximum permitted donation is $7,200 per person.
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MARCH/APRIL 2011 ISSUE OF THE PACESETTER
GRAND PLANS INCLUDE NEW GRANDSTAND

A new Meadowlands grandstand could rise in the Sports Complex if Jeff Gural can raise $100
million, including $70 million to cover the cost of building the structure in the current stable
area. For more on the grandstand, see story and more artist renderings on Page 1.

