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CHAPTER SEVEN & TEAM TOSCANO SWEEP AWARDS
It is almost an embarrassment of riches.
The team behind 2012 Horse of the Year Chapter Seven will need a truck to tote home all the trophies and
plaques they will receive at the United States Harness Writers Dan Patch Awards Banquet on March 3, 2013 at
the Westin Beach Resort and Spa in Fort Lauderdale, FL.
 Chapter Seven was voted the Older Trotter of the Year and
Trotter of the Year en route to Horse of the Year honors.
 His trainer, Linda Toscano, is the first woman to be named
the Glen Garsney Trainer of the Year.
 Richard Gutnick, his primary owner, will receive the Norman
Woolworth Owner of the Year prize.
 And his driver, Tim Tetrick, picks up his record third Driver of
the Year award.
Chapter Seven
New Jersey-sired Chapter Seven, owned by Gutnick with
Southwind Farm and J&T Silva Stables, won eight of 10
races, finished second in both losses, earned $1 million in purses, and equaled history’s fastest mile by winning
the Nat Ray Invitational in 1:50.1 at the Meadowlands. He also won the Breeders Crown Open Trot, defeating
European star Commander Crowe, and the Titan Cup, American-National Stakes, Maxie Lee
Memorial Invitational and Allerage Open Trot.
“He’s just an amazing horse,” Gutnick said about Chapter Seven, a son of 2004 Trotter of the
Year Windsong’s Legacy out of the mare La Riviera Lindy, the 2012 Trotting Broodmare of the
Year. “I’m appreciative to everybody that was involved in keeping him as sound and as
healthy as possible. He’s had to overcome bouts with pneumonia, different problems, in his
career and I think any other horse would have just given up. He always gave a hundred percent. He had that desire to win.”
Chapter Seven was one of three divisional champions campaigned by Toscano whose stable has banked more than $6.7 million in 2012. She also
harnessed Three-Year-Old Colt Trotter of the Year Market Share, the Hambletonian winner, and
Three-Year-Old Colt Pacer of the Year Heston Blue Chip. The last three trainers to send out a
trio of divisional champs in one year were Trond Smedshammer in 2004, Bob McIntosh in
1998 and Steve Elliott in 1988.
“I’m thrilled,” said Toscano, a 57-year-old resident of Freehold, NJ. “It’s such an honor, really
overwhelming, and the culmination of an incredible year. You work a lifetime and all of a sudden everything happens. I really care more about the horses than I do about the accolades.
We try to do the right things and we just hope that the right things happen. It just happened to
be one of those years where the stars aligned and everything fell into place. This year, we won
photos instead of losing them.”
Toscano was also honored by the Rutgers Equine Science Center with its 2012 Spirit of the Horse Award.
Gutnick, 64, a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School of Finance, was a
human resources executive at Main Line Medical Supplies Inc. and now is concentrating on
his nine-horse stable. The Blue Bell, PA resident first became an owner in 1982 with a horse
named Tornado Lauxmont and 10 years later even did some training and obtained his qualifying/fair driver’s license.
Tetrick, who drove seven division champions in 2012 including Horse of the Year Chapter
Seven and Pacer of the Year Captaintreacherous, was named Driver of the Year.
Tetrick, 31, is harness racing’s leading money-winner for the sixth consecutive year, with
$18.5 million in purses. The Illinois native resides in Runnemede, NJ with his wife, Ashley,
and daughter, Trysta Belle.
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As we look forward to a new year and tally the accomplishments of 2012, we take satisfaction in knowing we
achieved some important changes in New Jersey racing.

mation. Please come to us directly if you need clarification. Your welfare is our greatest concern.
The Meadowlands opening weekend, which included a
snowy Saturday, still managed to draw $5.5 million in
wagering and a lot of favorable buzz. The early feedback on ABC Racing has been positive from bettors who
are finding more value and fewer odds-on favorites.

These are still challenging times, but we are trying to be
proactive in the areas in which we can make useful
changes.
Your SBOANJ took the initiative to get more dates and
New Jersey-owned, sired or trained races to help our
Freehold horsemen while also pushing for the introduction of ABC Racing at the Meadowlands, which has already yielded positive results the first two nights of the
meet.

We took the idea of ABC Racing, which we had been
pushing for several years, to Hall of Famer John Campbell, and he joined us in bringing the proposal to Meadowlands operator Jeff Gural, who was on board 100 percent.

We knew our Freehold horsemen were having difficulties qualifying for health benefits because of the reduction in racing dates. So we negotiated with Freehold
management to increase the number from 90 to 110
dates in 2013.

We want to commend Meadowlands Racing Secretary
Peter Koch and his staff for making ABC Racing work. It
took a lot of time and effort to evaluate and classify hundreds of horses. This is no small matter. While ABC
Racing hopefully makes for more competitive racing
and fuller fields, it also puts an extra burden on Pete and
will take a few weeks of shifting horses. We thank him
for making this transition as smooth as possible.

It may not have been what we wanted initially, but in the
give-and-take of negotiations, we came out quite well.
We thank Chris McErlean and Howard Bruno for reaching this agreement as well as approving a program of
restricting races for New Jersey owned, sired or trained
horses [see page four for the details]. We would prefer a
perfect world where everyone was free to race anywhere
but with the protectionism in other jurisdictions, we
needed to take steps to help our horsemen.

It is hard to predict what 2013 will bring, but we continue to work the halls of the Statehouse to gain support
in Trenton for alternate gaming options. We also push
for prudent expansion of Off Track Wagering facilities in
underserved areas. We watch, with pride, as the new
grandstand rises at the Meadowlands. We are unrelenting in our battle for the future of breeding and racing in
New Jersey.

We took these actions to give you -- the membership -the best possible shake. In turn, we would appreciate
your support. We are only as strong as you allow us to
be. We know sometimes the information that spreads
through the paddock is full of speculation and misinfor-

We wish you all the best for a happy, healthy and prosperous 2013.
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WALNRIDGE SELECTED AS NJ BREEDER OF THE YEAR
Walnridge Farm of Cream Ridge, NJ, one of the state’s oldest farms, is the 2012 New Jersey Standardbred Breeder of
the Year.
The Breeders Committee of the Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey has selected the Meirs
family’s Walnridge Farm to be among the honorees at the 56th Annual New Jersey Breeders Awards Luncheon at 1
p.m. on January 27, 2013 at Charley’s Other Brother in Eastampton Township, NJ.
“My grandfather [David Meirs], who was born in 1879, had a farm and loved standardbreds,” said Dr. Richard S. Meirs,
56, general manager of Walnridge Farm Inc. and director of the Walnridge Equine Clinic PC. “When Route 537 was a
dirt road, he’d travel up it to watch the races at Freehold. After the first day of pari-mutuel gambling [in 1941] he never
went back.
“He was a Quaker purist,” Meirs noted. “People would race for cigars and just for fun on farm tracks. It was the sport of
that time.
“My father [David Meirs II, VMD], Steve Dey, Charlie Smith and Anthony Abbatiello were fundamental in starting the
New Jersey Sire Stakes program and the construction of the Meadowlands
Racetrack,” he added. “It was early in the 1970s when open space was important and the state was encouraging the preservation of green pastures. Our
first stallion was Peerswick, a horse from New Zealand. We paid $1,000 for
him in 1973. We still have his stall plaque. He was the first horse to pace in
two minutes in New Jersey.”
The Walns, the origins of the Walnridge name, were English Quakers who arrived in Philadelphia in 1682, according to farm history. Their farm in Upper
Freehold Township, now part of the Monmouth County Park System, was acquired in 1774. In 1830, Nicholas Waln purchased the property near
Hornerstown for his son Richard, and this became Walnridge Farm.
The merger of the Waln and Meirs families took place in 1861 when Elizabeth Waln married John Meirs and Walnridge
became their farm.
Dr. David A. Meirs II inherited the farm in 1952 while he was a student at the Veterinary School of the University of
Pennsylvania. In 1965 Dr. Meirs established the Walnridge Equine Clinic.
“Niatross, Beach Towel and Direct Scooter were three superstar stallions that
came through here,” Rich Meirs explained. “Direct Scooter was near and
dear to my father’s heart. He was such a vivid outcross. It was so radical
that no one expected him to be profitable and productive. But the family has
been extremely good, especially his son, Matt’s Scooter; his grandson, Mach
Three and his great-grandson, Somebeachsomewhere.
“We currently have 25 broodmares in the family or farm-owned, and all 350
acres are farmland preserved,” he said.
Dancinwiththestarzzz, He's Gorgeous, Federal Flex and Hes A Demon are
among the foals recently born and raised at Walnridge.
Dr. David Meirs II, 83, retired from veterinary practice but is still involved with
farm activities and “keeps an eye on me,” noted his son. “My father is my
biggest advocate and supporter.”
In 1982, Richard Meirs earned his VMD at the University of Pennsylvania and
returned to the family clinic.
Casey, Rich & Sherri Meirs
He and his wife, Sherri, have three children. Hailey, nearly 21, is a special
education major at Coastal Carolina University; Casey, 27, has her own broodmare, and Cory, 24, is in his final pre-vet
year at the University of Vermont.
“This farm will stay in our family,” said Rich Meirs. “We are dedicated to New Jersey and hope to keep good things happening here.”
For tickets to the awards luncheon [$35 per person], contact the New Jersey Department of Agriculture, Division of Markets & Development, Horse Industry, PO Box 330, Trenton, NJ 08625 or call at 609-984-4389. Reservations must be
made before January 17.
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FREEHOLD & SBOANJ AGREE TO “PREFERENCE” SYSTEM IN 2013
When racing resumes at Freehold Raceway on January 3, 2013, all races with a purse of $5,000 or less will be
subject to a preference system to benefit horses with a New Jersey connection and those supportive of Freehold
racing.
“This agreement is something that benefits both Freehold Raceway and the horsemen who race in New Jersey,”
said Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey President Tom Luchento. “This new preference
system should not discourage out-of-staters from entering. But it does give those with a history of supporting
Freehold and those with connections to New Jersey some assurances that they will have a better chance to race.
This is something that both the track and the horsemen agree is important. We have worked hard to make this
as equitable as possible.”
“We understand at this time of year there is a rare overabundance of racehorses in
this region, and we want to ensure that we can give those individuals who have continued to support our racing program and the overall New Jersey harness racing program first priority in our races,” said Freehold Raceway General Manager Howard
Bruno.
The First Preference is for horses that are New Jersey-sired, New Jersey-owned and
New Jersey-trained [defined as a horseperson with a current New Jersey address on his/her New Jersey Racing
Commission license, where that trainer has started 15 or more times at Freehold from August 30, 2012 to December 31, 2012]. A mutually agreeable date range will be set for the fall of 2013, winter of 2014 and fall 2014
racing seasons.
A horse/individual would have to meet only one of the First Preference criteria, not all three, in order to qualify for
a preference. Freehold and the Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey would agree in advance on the horsemen qualifying under this criteria, based on the official statistics compiled by Freehold Raceway.
The Second Preference would apply to horses who have made two of their previous three pari-mutuel starts at
Freehold.
If a race is oversubscribed with horses meeting the First Preference, starters will be determined by the Second
Preference criteria. Horses not drawing into the race who met the First Preference criteria will receive a “star”
and given preference if entered back in a similar class.
Freehold will continue to write New Jersey-owned and New Jersey-sired classes [NJSO], using the new preference
system. If designated NJOS races close as written on the condition sheet, they will receive a 25 percent bump in
the purse.
For races with purses of $5,001 or higher, preference will go to horses who have had two of their previous three
pari-mutuel starts at Freehold.
The changes go into effect January 1 to April 1 and November 1 to December 31 in both 2013 and 2014. The
draw for the January 3, 2013 opening day program will take place on December 31, 2012.

HARNESS DATES AWARDED FOR 2013
New Jersey’s harness tracks will offer a combined 192
racing dates in 2013.

In 2013, the Meadowlands will offer a fall meet that begins on Saturday, November 23 and will race on Fridays
and Saturdays through December 28, 2013.

The Meadowlands has scheduled 82 dates with a new
post time of 7:15 p.m.

Freehold’s 110-date meet begins on January 3, 2013
with live racing on Thursdays through Saturdays plus
holiday Mondays [January 21, February 18 and September 2]. The live calendar covers January through May
and the last week of August through the first two weeks
of December. June and July are dark.

Admission and live racing programs will be free every
Thursday and Friday night. Saturday admission is $2.
The track will race Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights
through March 16. Racing will then revert to a Friday
through Saturday schedule for the duration of the winter
meet and the Championship Meet, which concludes on
Hambletonian Day, Saturday, August 3 with a 12 noon
post.
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Post time at Freehold is 12:30 p.m.
Full date’s calendars are available on sboanj.com.
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NJSS SALUTES SARANDON BLUE CHIP & AUNT MEL
Sarandon Blue Chip, winner of the two biggest races for three-year-old pacing fillies in New Jersey-sired
competition this year at the Meadowlands, has been selected as the New Jersey Sire Stakes Premier Division Horse of the Year for 2012.
The award for New Jersey Sire Stakes Green Acres Division
Horse of the Year went to the three-year-old trotting filly
Aunt Mel, winner of five New Jersey-sired races at Freehold
Raceway in 2012.
These awards, which are voted by the New Jersey Sire
Stakes Board of Trustees, are based only on performances
in races for New Jersey-sired horses, including New Jersey
Sire Stakes races and other New Jersey-sired major stakes
and futurities which are sponsored by the Standardbred
Breeders & Owners Associaion of New Jersey.
Sarandon Blue Chip, a daughter of Western Ideal out of the
mare Molly Can Do It, won the $150,000 New Jersey Sire
Stakes Premier Division Championship Final for three-yearold pacing fillies in 1:50.3 and the $125,000 Thomas N. D’Altrui Miss New Jersey Pace Final in a career
mark of 1:50.1.
Sarandon Blue Chip

She is owned by her trainer Casie Coleman and Tom Hill of the
United Kingdom.
Aunt Mel, a daughter of Yankee Glide out of the mare Kimmie Hall,
won two of the top three races for her New Jersey divisional competition at Freehold, the $45,000 New Jersey Futurity and the $25,000
New Jersey Sire Stakes Green Acres Final. She also won two $7,000
Green Acres preliminary legs and the $10,000 elimination race for
the Helen Smith.
The filly is owned by Mary Jane Anderson of Long Grove, IL, and
trained by Erv Miller.

Aunt Mel

NEW INSURANCE CARRIER FOR SBOANJ MEMBERS
Participants in the Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association of New Jersey healthcare plan will be
receiving new membership cards in the mail over the next few days.
Effective January 1, 2013, the coverage is through Aetna, replacing QualCare.
Additionally, the agency handling the coverage is now Meritain Health, replacing
Loomis.
Please refer to the new cards and “welcome kit” for details on your coverage.
It is important to update your coverage information with all of your healthcare providers. Please make
sure to give your new card to all your doctors.
Questions on healthcare should be directed to Maritsa Quijada-Dill or Leo McNamara in the SBOANJ
office at 732-462-2357.

JANUARY/ FEBRUARY 2013 SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
January 7

Insurance Meeting

February 11

Board of Directors Meeting

January 14

Board of Directors Meeting

February 26

Insurance Meeting

PACESETTER

SBOANJ.COM

5

January/February 2013

WHITE BIRCH FARM TAKES NATIONAL HONORS
White Birch Farm, the birthplace of 2012 Pacer of the Year Captaintreacherous, has been selected the Breeder of the Year by the United States Harness Writers Association.
Located on 800 prime acres in Allentown, NJ, White Birch has been a prominent breeding farm
and training center for more than 35 years. Formerly operated by the late Joe and Marie Parisi as
Jo-Mar Farm, the facility is now managed by their son, Michael. It was founded by his grandfather
in the 1950s.
“I’m so proud of the whole team,” Michael Parisi said,
after learning of the post-season award.
The 2012 Pacer of the Year, Captaintreacherous, is a
product of the White Birch breeding program. The son
of Somebeachsomewhere – Worldly Treasure was the
top two-year-old of 2012, winning the Woodrow Wilson and the Metro and banking $741,337.
Other recent top White Birch progeny also include twoCaptaintreacherous
year-old trotting filly Bee A Magician [KadabraBeehive] who won the Peaceful Way and more than $760,000 in 2012 and another two-year-old
pacing colt of note, Wake Up Peter [Rocknroll Hanover-Lovely Lady] who banked $290,000.
The breeding farm was in the headlines in 1996 with the success of Hot Lead, who captured the
Meadowlands Pace and was named Three-Year-Old Pacer of the Year. He retired with $1.3 million
in earnings.
Hot Lead is a member of the White Birch “Hall of Fame” of millionaires that includes Darlin’s Delight [$2.9 million], My Little Dream [$2.3 million], Worldly Beauty [$1.9 million] and Island Fantasy [$1.4 million].
In 2011, White Birch was honored as New Jersey Breeder of the Year. The facility, located near Six
Flags/Great Adventure, also includes stabling for 300 horses in 11 barns, a five-eighths stone dust
track, a half-mile sand jogging track and a seven-eighths of a mile straightaway, making it a popular training center for those racing in New Jersey and the surrounding states.

ABC RACING DEBUTS; OPENING WEEKEND BETS TOP $5.5 MILLION
The Meadowlands meet opened with solid betting and
longshots on Friday night, December 28, 2012.
The opening night handle of $2,691,107 was an increase of 24 percent over the $2,166,584 bet on Friday,
January 6, 2012.

On a snowy second night of the meet, Hillbilly Hanover,
driven by Yannick Gingras, won an A-1 pace on December
29, in 1:52.1. Gingras opened the defense of his Meadowlands leading driver title with seven wins from the first two
cards. [Lisa Photo]
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It was the first night of ABC classified racing.
A four-year-old pacing mare named Carolstern lit up the
tote board in the second race, winning by a neck in
1:55.3.
The Jeff Dauplaise trainee, driven by Daniel Dube, went
off at odds of better than $119-1 and returned $240.80
for a $2 win wager. A second triple-digit payoff took
place in the eighth race when Mike Simons guided 53-1
All About Justice to victory in a $20,000 A-2 Trot. The
payoff was $107.40.
On the second night, December 29, total wagering
reached $2,908,623 despite snowy weather.
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PERRETTI MOVES STALLIONS: NJSS PROGRAM WEAKENED
The loss of New Jersey stallions to slots-enriched programs in other states is now a reality.
Perretti Farms in Cream Ridge, NJ has announced that it has moved two of the harness racing industry’s
premier stallions to Pennsylvania for the 2013 breeding season.
Muscles Yankee and Rocknroll Hanover will be relocated
from Perretti’s 1,000 acres of prime farmland in Upper Freehold Township across the state line to Newtown, PA to take
advantage of the casino-enriched purses in Pennsylvania,
especially the Pennsylvania Sire Stakes program.
The New Jersey Sire Stakes program, which for three decades was the model for other states and provinces, is now
one of the weakest because of the paucity of purse money.
“New Jersey is no longer competitive, putting more than
170,000 acres of equine farmland in jeopardy,” said Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association President Tom
Entrance to Perretti Farms in Cream Ridge, NJ
Luchento. “Without a healthy breeding program, the stallions and broodmares will move – have moved -- to adjoining states where they are flushed with the cash
from casinos and racinos [racetracks with casino-style wagering].
“Not only is the preservation of farmland at stake, but also more than 10,000 jobs currently filled by taxpaying residents who are ill-equipped to change careers and will end up on welfare rolls,” Luchento added.
“Trenton continues to focus on ways to improve Atlantic City and other businesses which provide fewer
jobs, while the horseracing industry gets pushed aside,” Luchento said. “They have tried to Band-Aid the
problem with a few short term solutions. Meanwhile, the wound continues to grow, and the decision by
Perretti Farms is a pure product of that injury.
“Anthony Perretti and his father, Bill, do not want to move their stallions from New Jersey,” Luchento explained. “But they have no choice but to protect the value of their stallions. The yearlings they sold this fall
dropped in value in large part because the New Jersey Sire Stakes program and the purse structure at the
Meadowlands have been eviscerated. Meanwhile, the surrounding states value their horse racing industry
and offer great purses. New Jersey simply cannot compete unless things in this state begin to change,”
Breeding a race horse is a three-year process and decisions made now have an impact in the years ahead.
“These are not decisions that can be ‘kicked down the road,’” Luchento said. “Our leadership in Trenton
needs to start supporting horse racing before the horses all leave the state. Coupling horse racing with casinos has been a winning combination in states like Pennsylvania and New York. Gaming helps supplement the purses in those states, making them a magnet for breeding stock and racehorses. The loser in
this contest has been New Jersey.
“Our state needs to take on a similar model in order to save the horse racing industry and help us reinvigorate this great sport,” he added. “New Jersey needs to offer better purses in order to attract the best
horses, trainers and drivers. For more than 30 years, the position of New Jersey as the No. 1 harness racing
state was unquestioned. That is why people like the Perrettis invested in New Jersey real estate and played
an important role in the preservation of farmland. Now they are being chased from this state because of
purse-money inequity.
“In a time when jobs need to be saved, not scrapped, the powers-that-be in Trenton need to help us to help
ourselves with nothing more than what neighboring states have provided their horse racing industries,” Luchento added. “This is a valuable industry in this state for people who work the land and livestock. Not
everyone is meant to be a city or suburban dweller with a job, sitting behind a desk. These are people who
work with the horses in all weather, making a 24/7 commitment to the well-being of the horses in their
care. This is a way of life that is in jeopardy.
“We know from polls and surveys that New Jersey citizens treasure their Green Acres and support the racing industry,” Luchento said. “All we ask for is that the governor and the legislature take the necessary
steps to protect our farms and tracks by bringing slots to the Meadowlands. That in turn would reverse the
exodus out of New Jersey and return such farms as Perretti’s to preeminence.”
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A TALE OF TWO GRANDSTANDS: Horses qualifying on Thursday, December 20, 2012, had a view
of two grandstands at the Meadowlands, the 1976 version on the left and the new facility that
will open in the fall of 2013 on the right. Live racing returned to the Meadowlands on December
28, 2012 with a new first race post time: 7:15 p.m.
Photo by Michael Lisa, Lisa Photo Inc.

